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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Opening Comment:Focus my remarks on the key challenges and opportunities from LSF’s perspective in developing an ESD strategy for our work in Canada over the next few years; and my thoughts about possible implications for members of the Steering Committee: 



Our Common Goal 

Through education, create a sustainable future 
for our country, the region, and the globe 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We are here from different countries that vary widely in terms of size, location, and the range of economic, environmental and social problems we face.  We come from different institutional settings:  most work directly for governments but some are academics or NGO representatives.  Yet I think everyone in this room shares a common goal: through education, create a sustainable future– not only for our country but for the region and the globe.



Outline of Presentation 

• Context: Challenges 
and Opportunities in 
Canada 

• Role of LSF 
• Future Directions for 

UNECE ESD Steering 
Committee 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In my remarks I will speak first from the perspective of the NGO I represent (Learning for a Sustainable Future) but then more broadly to the challenges and opportunities for UNECE member countries in this post UN Decade phase. 



Context - Federal  

 
• New federal government with a progressive agenda 

 
• Reassessment of the relationship to Aboriginal Peoples 

 
• Growing recognition that Canada’s development path may 

be unsustainable  
• Fall in oil prices and value of the loonie 
• Economic transformation involved in 4th industrial 

revolution 
•  Shift to a low carbon, greener economy  
 
•  Global unrest and refugees 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here I am highlighting developments at the federal level in Canada that will have a significant impact on our organization and on ESD initiatives over the next few years. 1.  Overarching all of these at the federal level is the recent election of a government that is committed to a progressive agenda including reengagement with the UN (“Canada is back!”) and a strong commitment to addressing climate change. 2.  Key recent developments respecting indigenous issues :Idle No More a popular grass roots movement to highlight indigenous issues that involved mass demonstrations and other direct actionsTruth and Reconciliation Commission (reported in depth on the history of abuses in “residential schools” that were in place for more than a century and reflected a policy to “take the Indian out of the child”)Call for inquiry into missing and murdered indigenous women (rejected by the Harper government but endorsed by the new Trudeau government)Trudeau government  has put redefining the relationship with indigenous people near the top of its agenda and has included it in the “Mandate Letters” of each cabinet minister3.   Economic ChallengesFall in oil prices destabilizes narrow focus on becoming a petro “superpower”Pipelines require further review and additional buy-in (some like David Suzuki argue that pipelines should not be any part of a new energy strategy)Loss of manufacturing jobs -- which may be offset by falling value of the LoonieImpacts of “4th industrial revolution” beginning to be feltClimate change commitments announced at Cop 21 in Paris are driving the economic agenda federally and are part of economic cooperation with the provinces  as Canada attempts to make the economy greener and low carbon through innovation and redesign of infrastructureCanada reassessing its foreign policy, defense policy, and immigration policy.  The global context is turbulent and will likely remain so for at least the next decade.	



Context -  Provincial/Territorial 
• 13 departments of education each with their own policies 

and curricula (no federal department of education) 
 
• Interest in ESD varies between departments 
 
• Terminology varies – environmental education, 21st 

century learning, citizenship, wellbeing, etc. 
 
• Increasing focus on Aboriginal education 
 
• Shift away from transmission pedagogy to  
      transformative learning 

 

 “… educational success is no longer about reproducing content 
knowledge, but about extrapolating from what we know and 
applying that knowledge to novel situations.” 

  
Andreas Schleicher “The Case for Twenty-first Century Learning” 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Part of our challenge is that Canada has no National education department but rather 13 departments of education each with their own priorities, terminology, policies and curricula. Some provincial/territorial departments are more interested in ESD than others. Some have a strong commitment to elements of ESD but they may not make an explicit link to it.Aboriginal education issues are important across the countryThe education sector at all levels in facing painful adjustments to the  “21st century” reality (in many instances strangely absent any consideration of sustainability, or explicit reference to ESD!) Clearly teaching and learning in the digital age need adjustment at all 3 levels of education:  primary, secondary and tertiary. “… educational success is no longer about reproducing content knowledge, but about extrapolating from what we know and applying that knowledge to novel situations. Education today is much more about ways of thinking which involve creative and critical approaches to problem-solving and decision-making. It is also about ways of working, including communication and collaboration, as well as the tools they require, such as the capacity to recognise and exploit the potential of new technologies, or indeed, to avert their risks. And last but not least, education is about the capacity to live in a multi-faceted world as an active and engaged citizen. These citizens influence what they want to learn and how they want to learn it, and it is this that shapes the role of educators.” 	Andreas Schleicher “The Case for Twenty-first Century Learning” http://www.oecd.org/general/thecasefor21st-centurylearning.htm



The Role of LSF 
Small NGO = small budget and staff 
 
Partnerships and collaboration with: 

• federal and provincial/territorial 
governments 

• faculties of education  
• teachers’ unions  
• school boards  
• business and community 
 

4 key roles LSF plays in support of ESD 
• Advancing Education Policy, Standards, 

and Good Practice 
• Reorienting Teaching and Learning 
• Fostering Sustainable Communities – 

Linking Education to Action 
• Supporting Collaborative Initiatives, 

Networks and Champions 
 

 LSF’s MISSION: to promote,  
through education,  the knowledge, 
skills, perspectives and practices  
essential to a sustainable future. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Although our priorities line up well with GAP and complement the UNECE priorities, as an NGO we need a distinctive strategy so I will try to give you a perspective through the eyes of an NGOUnlike most of you and because we are an NGO, we have a small one (budget c 500k euros, 4 full time staff) so we need to work with many others, including key strategic partners in federal and provincial/territorial governments, faculties of education, teachers’ unions, school boards, business, and community[We are like ESD Steering Committee however in that we need to renew our funding annually.  To do so we seek, in addition to “core” funding, project and programme funding that is often more attractive to funders in both the public and private sector]We engage inIdea generationKnowledge MobilizationYouth EmpowermentConveningWe describe out core program strengths asAdvancing Education Policy, Standards, and good PracticeReorienting Teaching and LearningFostering Sustainable Communities – Linking Education to ActionSupporting Collaborative Initiatives, Networks and Champions



Policy: A Special Challenge for an NGO 
  

The “Wheel of History”  &   the Politics of Influence                                                                   

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We are keenly interested in policy (as is the Steering Committee) but unlike the governments represented in this room we do not have our hands directly on the “wheel of history” (Max Weber’s term)Wonderfully apt metaphor (thinking in terms of ships not cars)Reflects the etymology of the word government (from Latin gubernas from Greek kybernes = helmsman)Governments can set policy and back it up with both power (rewards/punishments or incentives/disincentive); and authority (laws, regulations) in order to steer the “ship of state”.  Governments form the crew of the ship.  The marine metaphor may be less apt here than Kenneth Boulding’s “spaceship earth”.  Either way NGO’s and the rest of civil society are passengers on the ship.  But we have a special interest in where it is going and how it is run.Lacking either power or authority a small NGO like LSF must learn to use the “politics of influence”.  One way to do this effectively is to find topics and ways of framing them that will engage the interest of key decision makers who are not engaged by the term ESD.We try to Identify the relevance of ESD to the topics and issues that are high on their agenda



Research and Symposiums  
• Health 
• Citizenship 
• 21st Century Learning and the Green 

Economy 

Engaging Decision Makers 
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Presentation Notes
One technique LSF has used is to hold national SYMPOSIA on topics like HEALTH, Citizenship, AND  21st century learning and the green economy.  These Symposia/roundtables bring together policy makers to discuss ideas and findings. We try to persuade them to see things differently through a sustainability lens.  Typically the symposia are based on research papers prepared in advance of the meetingsWe engage in research to come up with (or bring together) new ideas; and undertake data analysis to show consequences of policy options



Influencing Key Actors 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Key organizations include:CMEC [note paper on 21st century education and ESD Competences]Teachers Federations (especially Manitoba and Ontario) and to some extent the Canadian Teachers Federation;  Ontario College of Teachers  - influencing additional qualifications courses on EE/ESD for current teachersEQAO (to develop “tests” that go beyond numeracy and literacy to look at sustainability-related student competencies (topic of our next paper) 	We also reach out to 	TEI’s (Faculties of Education -- there are 50 in Canada) providing workshops for candidates, and policy input to Deans. We contributed to a survey of Faculties of Education in 2012. To date there has been limited success encouraging TEIs to 	mainstream ESD into pre-service teacher education  but a new National Roundtable on EE/ESD has been formed to try to get better results.We are represented on the Education Sectoral Commission of CCUNESCO



Supporting Educators & Empowering Youth  

“Today we learned that we can make a difference in our communities. Even 
though we are not adults, with our passion, commitment and persistence, 

we can do it.” 
 

- Students at St. Maria Goretti Catholic School after the 2016 EcoLeague Milton 
Youth Forum 

Youth Driven 
& 

Citizenship 
Focused 

Youth 
empowerment 

program for 
sustainability 

action projects 

Hands-on 
& 

skill-building 

Presenter
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We also work directly with teachers (in service) to strengthen their capacity to practice ESD by providingESD teaching materials through a website (R4R)Model curriculum and teaching guides like Protect Our Sacred WatersPD workshops using an inquiry-based methodology over 2-3 daysPedagogy guide Connecting the DotsWe also reach out to youth and students to “empower them to change the world”Note especially Our Canada ProjectNote the policy recommendations on how to engage youth that came out of the policy workshop CMEC hosted in Japan: “Empowering and Mobilizing the Youth Key Messages Important to involve youth in dialogue and decision making processes. This includes involving youth in the set up, development, planning and evaluation of policies.Youth need to be provided with the necessary skills and competencies to interpret and implement policies in their everyday life. Youth should be represented at various levels of society, regional, national and international Youth organizations need to be supported by government and other stakeholders, and provided  opportunities to connect with their peers.” 



ESD, GAP, and the new SDGs: The Role of 
LSF/NGOs  

• Representing LSF and CCUNESCO, I attended the Japan World 
Conference concluding the UN Decade on ESD: 

• “Sustainability must be built into everything we do.  And education 
is the starting point.” 

  Ban Ki Moon, Opening Address 
 

• UNESCO announced GAP: 
• NGOs are active in all 5 priority areas 
• NGOs can partner with governments and raise  
    funds from the private sector for related projects  
 

• UN SDGs: Target 4.7 references SD and ESD 
  
• NGOs can bridge these parallel initiatives  
    and help better connect Global Citizenship  
    to ESD 
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In his stirring address to the opening session in Japan the UN Secretary General was emphatic about the importance of SD and ESD, and urged that they be better connected.  “There is no Plan B” he said “because there is no Planet B!”To help implement GAP UNESCO has established  Partner Networks for each of the  five priorities	UNECE is a member of the Policy network	Manitoba is a member of the Whole School networkAre there other UNECE members involved in any of these networks?In the Post Decade period there are a number of important parallel global educational initiatives.  The key ones for ESD are the GAP Programme established by UNESCO;.   Education 2030 also established by UNESCO; and the UN’s Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) which include an over-arching education goal and a target (4.7)which explicitly references ESDGoal 4:  Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote lifelong learning opportunities for allTARGETS4.1By 2030, ensure that all girls and boys complete free, equitable and quality primary and secondary education leading to relevant and effective learning outcomes 4.2By 2030, ensure that all girls and boys have access to quality early childhood development, care and pre-primary education so that they are ready for primary education4.3By 2030, ensure equal access for all women and men to affordable and quality technical, vocational and tertiary education, including university4.4By 2030, substantially increase the number of youth and adults who have relevant skills, including technical and vocational skills, for employment, decent jobs and entrepreneurship4.5By 2030, eliminate gender disparities in education and ensure equal access to all levels of education and vocational training for the vulnerable, including persons with disabilities, indigenous peoples and children in vulnerable situations 4.6By 2030, ensure that all youth and a substantial proportion of adults, both men and women, achieve literacy and numeracy4.7By 2030, ensure that all learners acquire the knowledge and skills needed to promote sustainable development, including, among others, through education for sustainable development and sustainable lifestyles, human rights, gender equality, promotion of a culture of peace and non-violence, global citizenship and appreciation of cultural diversity and of culture’s contribution to sustainable development 4.aBuild and upgrade education facilities that are child, disability and gender sensitive and provide safe, non-violent, inclusive and effective learning environments for all 4.bBy 2020, substantially expand globally the number of scholarships available to developing countries, in particular least developed countries, small island developing States and African countries, for enrolment in higher education, including vocational training and information and communications technology, technical, engineering and scientific programmes, in developed countries and other developing countries 4.cBy 2030, substantially increase the supply of qualified teachers, including through international cooperation for teacher training in developing countries, especially least developed countries and small island developing States



Future Directions for UNECE ESD Steering 
Committee 

• Continue to be hub of an ESD network for the 
UNECE 

• Continue with 3 priorities (ESD School Plans, 
Teacher Education, TVET) 

• Embed ESD as part of 21st century student 
competencies 

• Regular updates re GAP networks and 
implementation 

• Further research and reporting on metrics, 
competences (continued use of Task Forces?) 

Presenter
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What are the Implications for future directions for the UNECE ESD Steering Committee?  I see a number of possible rolesNote the number of critically important global developments since we last met:COP21, SDGs, GAP, Education 2030UNECE is the only grouping bringing a region together around ESD, and able to report as a region rather than as individual countriesLike NGOs the Steering Committee can help connect UNESCO’s GAP with UN’s SDGsGAP has been endorsed by UN with UNESCO as lead agency implementingUNESCO is  also the lead on SDS Goal 4 and Education 2030 		Draft Ministerial Statement for the forthcoming UNECE conference in Georgia on Greening the Economy underscores the importance of ESD:In greening our economies, we aim to enhance economic prosperity and improve human well-being and social equity, while reducing environmental risks within and outside the region and staying within the limits of the carrying capacity of the planet. …We will foster the circular economy and transparent and responsible business practice, eco-innovation and further work towards cleaner and more resource-efficient production processes. We will develop the human capital for green and decent jobs, including by providing relevant education and training, and increase the availability of such jobs, ensure access to essential services, and [promote] / [guarantee] public participation and education for sustainable development. [emphasis added]The Steering Committee should continue to serve as the hub of an ESD network for the UNECEContinue the 3 priorities:to ensure that there is an ESD school plan in every school by 2015; to promote the introduction of ESD into teacher education; to reorient technical and vocational education and training (TVET) in support of sustainable development and the transition to a green economy (UNECE Steering Committee on ESD, 2013). Feedback updates on GAP at each meetingFurther research and reporting on metrics, competences (continued use of Task Forces?)Better engagement of home governments to connect ESD to key SD priorities such as climate changeWith the targets specified in SDG 4 how can we develop good metrics for that?  Old task Force?  New?Monitoring and evaluation for both Gap and SDG



More Challenging Roles? 

• Contribute to education, training and public 
understanding related to Climate Change/COP21 
agreements 
 

• Contribute to Aboriginal/Indigenous and 
traditional knowledge - identified as a key element 
of ESD and 22 countries in UNECE reported on it 
 

• Emphasize the social dimensions of SD/ESD 
especially equity, wealth and income disparity; as 
well as  inclusion, identity, diversity, 
multiculturalism, tolerance 
 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
There ambitious issues listed on the slide seem to me to be important for the next phase of ESD.  Can the Steering Committee provide leadership here?  Are they new priority areas or can they be integrated into the existing 3 priorities? Do we know what countries are already doing?  (Ten year UNECE report provides an excellent overview of past actions.  What does each country plan for the future?)Better engagement of home governments to connect ESD to key SD priorities such as climate change.  (Note that UNESCO is exploring how ESD can connect to each of the 17 SDGs)“Greening the economy” can no longer focus solely on environmental issues like reducing the carbon footprint, pollution and waste, and moving from a linear to a circular economy.  More attention needs to be aid to the social consequences of developments like “the 4th industrial revolution” (AI and robotics) which may render half of current jobs redundant.  The sustainable economy must be environmentally efficient and socially just.Note key recent documents on equity issues including:2016 Oxfam Report,  Even It Up: Time to End Extreme Inequality2015 President Obama, Economic Report of the President2015 Pope Francis speaks to the United States Congress and United Nations agency heads2014 Thomas Piketty, Capital in the Twenty-First Century 2010 Richard Wilkinson and Kate Pickett, The Spirit Level: Why Greater Equality Makes Societies StrongerRefugee crisis has forced this latent issue to the surfaceEfforts to recognize and include indigenous perspectives in the curriculum Improve education for indigenous peopleAlso pay more attention to local and traditional knowledgeNote strong recommendations in the UNECE 10 year report re several of these topicsMore attention to topics like inclusion, identity, diversity, multiculturalism, tolerance would ensure that ESD contributes positively to the immigration/ refugee crisis



Learning for a Sustainable Future 
 

 www.lsf-lst.ca 
 

 
 
 

Dr. David Bell, 
Chair 

Learning for a Sustainable Future 
 

dvjbell@rogers.com 
 

1 877 250-8202 
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Please contact me if you have any questions or comments.I should also announce that in March 2017 UNESCO and CCUNESCO will jointly host The Education Week for Peace and Sustainable Development, to take place in Ottawa, Canada. This event will bring together, under one banner, two Fora organized back-to-back to each other: The Review Forum for the GAP on ESD: Implementation and Innovation, and The 3rd UNESCO Forum on Global Citizenship Education 
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