
 

  Proposed topics for reporting on the progress in the 
implementation of the UNECE Strategy for Education for 
Sustainable Development 

  Note by the Secretariat 

 
1. At the sixth Steering Committee meeting, member States are invited under agenda 
item 4 to report on their activities related to the implementation of the Strategy since the 
Committee’s last meeting.  

2.  The reporting of countries on the progress achieved in the implementation of the 
Strategy offers a valuable opportunity to learn from each other. In order to fully take 
advantage of this opportunity, the member states are invited to share in particular 
information on topics which are relevant for a large number of member States. To this end, 
the following widely relevant topics were identified and member States are kindly asked to 
report especially on activities they have implemented with regard to: 

(i) curriculum revision/adaptation; 

Although the NMC (National Minimum Curriculum) does not include specific mention of ESD, 
nevertheless it proposes several measures such as an interdisciplinary approach, a learner-oriented 
pedagogy, the development of critical thinking and participatory skills, active community 
involvement and school autonomy that facilitate the infusion of ESD in the local educational 
system. A major current reform in the curriculum framework (NCF) is currently underway. It is 
envisaged that ESD is a key area that will feature in the curriculum.  Current subject syllabi within 
the NMC make provision for sustainable development themes.  The aim is to empower students for 
change and to equip them with the knowledge, skills, competences and attitudes to understand and 
appreciate environmental issues in a holistic manner.  This is achieved through study of mandatory 
syllabi that include specific outcomes related to ESD – these outcomes feature predominantly in the 
Science syllabus and the Social Studies syllabus in primary education.  In secondary education 
science syllabi particularly  those in Biology, Geography, Integrated Science, Physics, Chemistry, 
Home Economics, Design and Technology and Environmental Studies comprise environmental 
themes throughout the course of study.  Environmental Science has been introduced in post 
secondary institutions since 1994.  The aim of the Environmental Science syllabus is to provide an 
opportunity to students who may not have prior scientific knowledge to explore a range of 
environmental issues from a scientific perspective.  

 

(ii) teacher professional development (in-service); 

Current teacher professional training is focused around the major reform issues.  Training related to 
ESD is sporadic and mainly linked to specific projects/activities organised by environmental NGOs 
in collaboration with the educational authorities. In a number of local schools, teachers are offered 
in-house professional development sessions in relation to areas linked to ESD within the school 
development plan.  
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(iii) development of learning resources; 

Teachers develop their own learning resources in relation to participation in projects/activities.  The 
EkoSkola team of teachers visit schools and support teachers in developing resources too.  The 
websites linked to specific environmental programmes (particularly EkoSkola programme Young 
Reporters for the Environment/YRE, Birdlife Dinja Wahda programme; U4energy challenge; 
Changing Minds, Changing Liveds) offer a range of resources too.  

 

(iv) developing a whole school approach; 

Schools participating in the EkoSkola programme adopt a whole school approach to ESD.  Indeed 
this programme supports teachers/schools to adopt a 7 step approach to achieve a whole school 
approach to ESD.  Teachers are also offered professional development seminars promoting a whole 
school approach to ESD.  These participating schools incorporate teaching and learning for 
sustainable development not only through aspects of the curriculum but also through sustainable 
school operations such as community involvement, sustainability monitoring and evaluation.  
Whole school approaches adopted  in a number of local schools are effective in active and 
participatory learning, a hallmark in ESD – indeed the entire school including students, educators 
and administrators are engaged in working towards a sustainable school. 

 

(v) teacher training (pre-service); 

The sustainable development dimension is increasingly being featured in various professional 
courses offered by several faculties at the University of Malta, notably the Environmental 
Education Unit within the Faculty of Education, the Faculty of Science, the Institute for Sustainable 
Development, the Institute for Sustainable Energy and the Islands and Small States Institute. The 
University of Malta also includes the Centre for Environmental Education and Research (CEER) 
that has been set up since 2004. Indeed CEER offers a hub that co-ordinates ESD initiatives 
promoting  the opportunity for environmental education research, makes scientific and 
technological research results more accessible and facilitates resource transfer and capacity 
building in Malta and the Euro-Med region. 

(vi) ESD national action plan development and coordination at the international as well as 
national/State levels.  

Malta is taking a bold step forward as it will soon be discussing a Sustainable Development Bill in 
Parliament. The aim of this Bill is to incorporate sustainable development in the decisions and daily 
operations of Government. This forthcoming piece of legislation on sustainable development shall 
ensure that the concept is embedded in all processes and increases coordination among ministries 
on matters pertaining to the environmental, social and economic dimensions and their relationship. 
Education shall be a priority to be observed and integrated through the bill provisions so that it may 
enable the adoption of sustainable development education throughout the different levels of 
society. 

 

3.  Given the limited time available, each of the countries will have up to three minutes 
for interventions from the floor. 
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4.  Countries moreover are invited to submit their intervention in written form to the 
UNECE Secretariat (esd@unece.org) in order to share their experiences also online through 
the UNECE webpage on ESD.  

 

 


