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Scope of SEA application  
There are a wide 
range of strategic 
documents – plans, 
programmes, 
strategies, concepts. 



Scope of SEA application  
For only some strategic documents SEA should be applied: 
i.e.   
• Having likely significant environmental effects 
• Meeting administrative criteria:   

– Prepared by public agencies and formally adopted  
– Required by legislative, regulatory or administrative 

provisions  
– Setting framework for future development consent of 

projects likely requiring EIA…however, SEA Protocol 
recommends SEA also for policies and legislation!!! 



Scope of SEA application   

• SEA should be applied for plans, programmes, and other 
strategic documents  

• Newly prepared documents as well as any modifications to 
them that are: 

 (a) Required by legislative, regulatory or administrative 
 provisions; and 
 (b) Subject to preparation and/or adoption by an 
 authority or prepared by an authority for adoption, 
 through a formal procedure, by a parliament or a 
 government 



Scope of SEA application  

• SEA is required for plans and programme which  
– are prepared for agriculture, forestry, fisheries, energy, 

industry including mining, transport, regional 
development, waste management, water management, 
telecommunications, tourism, town and country planning 
or land use 

– Which set the framework for future development consent 
for projects which require EIA  

 
However, SEA can be also applied to policies and strategies  



Scope of SEA application  

• Protocol on SEA stipulates that following plans and 
programmes are not subject to the Protocol (i.e. these are 
exempted from SEA) 
– Plans and programmes whose sole purpose is to serve 

national defence or civil emergencies; 
– Financial or budget plans and 



Scope of SEA application  

• Determination if SEA is needed for 
– Strategic documents in other sectors  
– Strategic documents which determine the use of small 

areas at local level 
– Minor modifications of existing strategic documents  

 
 
    

           Screening 



Screening  

• The purpose is to decide whether SEA needs to be applied for 
a given strategic planning document  

• Environmental and health authorities have to be consulted  
 

• Screening is important for efficiency of the SEA system in the 
country 
– To conduct SEA for P&P which may have significant 

impacts 
– To avoid SEA for P&P with ‘no harm’ to environment and 

health  
 



Criteria to be considered in 
screening  

1. The relevance of the plan or programme to the integration of 
environmental, including health, considerations in particular 
with a view to promoting sustainable development. 

2. The degree to which the plan or programme sets a 
framework for projects and other activities, either with 
regard to location, nature, size and operating conditions or 
by allocating resources. 

3. The degree to which the plan or programme influences other 
plans and programmes including those in a hierarchy.  

4. Environmental, including health, problems relevant to the 
plan or programme.  



Criteria to be considered in 
screening  

5. The nature of the environmental, including health, effects 
such as probability, duration, frequency, reversibility, 
magnitude and extent (such as geographical area or size of 
population likely to be affected). 

6. The risks to the environment, including health. 
7. The transboundary nature of effects. 
8. The degree to which the plan or programme will affect 

valuable or vulnerable areas including landscapes with a 
recognized national or international protection status.  



Scope of SEA application – key 
principles  

1. The name of the strategic document is not a decisive 
guideline to decide on SEA application. 
 
2. All strategic documents, irrespective their name/title (e.g. 
strategy, concept, etc.) meeting legal criteria, fall in the 
scope of SEA application.  
 
3. For certain strategic documents, an examination is 
needed to ascertain the need for SEA = SCREENING 



Scope of SEA application and 
screening 

Three groups of strategic documents: 
 
1. Documents always requiring SEA 

 
 

2. Documents for which SEA can be applied, but further 
examination is needed = SCREENING 
 
 

3. Documents exempted from SEA  



Group assignment  
Decide if SEA needs to be applied for three case examples and 
justify your opinion.  
 
1. Amendments of municipal spatial plan 
2. National energy policy  
3. Amendments of provincial spatial plan  



Questions for discussion  
• What documents in sector you are familiar with should be a 

subject of SEA? 
• Are there clear criteria to decide about SEA application? 
• Who should decide if SEA needs to be applied or not? 
• What background information are needed for this decision? 



Scope of SEA application – 
examples  

• Croatia:  
– Mandatory SEA for strategies, plans or programmes, 

adopted at the state, regional and local level in the 
following sectors: agriculture, forestry, fishery, energy, 
industry, mining, transport, electronic communications, 
tourism, spatial planning, regional development, waste 
management and water management, when setting the 
framework for projects subject to environmental 
impact assessment; 

– Screening: minor modifications and SPPs for small areas 
at local level (e.g. urban development plans) 



Scope of SEA application – 
examples  

• Czech Republic:  
– Mandatory SEA for ‘concepts ‘ in sectors stipulated by 

the SEA Directive (+ for environment and biodiversity 
protection) that set framework for permitting of activities 
that require EIA 

– Screening for: 
• concepts that affect territory of only one municipality or  
• modifications of already approved concepts 

– SEA not required for defence, emergency plans and 
budgetary documents  



Scope of SEA application – 
examples  

• Scotland: 

 
 
 
 

 
– SEA not required for plans or programmes relating to an 

individual school or specified by order of Scottish Ministers. 

 
 



Scope of SEA application – 
examples  

• Scotland - screening consultation: 
 



 
 

Thank you for your attention! 
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