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Thursday, 14 September 2017
Implementation of UNECE Espoo
Convention, its Protocol on SEA and the
Bucharest Agreement in South-Eastern
Europe
– Good practices & challenges in
transboundary EIA and SEA; and the
benefits of a regional approach



Thursday, 14 September 2017, 11.00 – 13.00

I. Introduction to Espoo Convention and its Protocol on SEA: (Ms. Tea
Aulavuo, Secretary to Espoo Convention & Protocol on SEA, UNECE);

II. Regional implementation of the Espoo Convention and its Protocol
A. Bucharest Agreement and its role in South-Eastern Europe

 Introductory presentation (Ms. Mihaela Macelaru, Romania);
 Interventions & discussion by Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina,

Croatia, Montenegro, Serbia and the fYROM;
 Conclusions (Ms. Macelaru, Romania)

B. Lessons learned from developing SEA and EIA in Eastern Europe
and the Caucasus: (Mr. Martin Smutny, Consultant, UNECE)

C. Current status and existing challenges in implementing the Espoo
Convention in Central Asia: (Mr. Smutny, UNECE)



Thursday, 14 September 2017, 14.30 – 16.30
III. Good practice and lessons learned from the application

of the Espoo Convention and its Protocol
• Albania (Ms. Sabina Cenameri)
• Croatia (Ms. Anamarija Matak)
• Montenegro (Ms. Brankica Cmiljanovic)
• Slovenia (Ms. Vesna Kolar-Planinsic)
• The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia (Ms.

Daniela Rendevska)
• Perspective of the Implementation Committee (Ms.

Kolar-Planinsic, Slovenia, and Mr. Felix Zaharia, Romania,
former Committee Chairs)

Each presentation is followed by Q&A



Thursday, 14 September 2017, 17.00 – 18.30
IV. Sectoral implementation of the Espoo Convention and its
Protocol on SEA: focus on nuclear energy related activities

o Introduction to UNECE Good Practice Recommendations
on the Application of the Convention to Nuclear Energy-
related Activities: (Ms. Zsuzsanna Pocsai, Hungary,
Implementation Committee member)

o Good practice examples of the application of the Espoo
Convention to the nuclear energy-related activities: Ms.
Macelaru, Romania and Ms. Pocsai, Hungary)

V. Concluding session
o Facilitated discussion on the challenges for the efficient and

consistent implementation of the procedures of the Convention
and its Protocol;

o Concluding remarks by UNECE



Questions for the discussion on Bucharest Agreement 



1. Does your country have practical experience in implementing the
Agreement?
• Please briefly describe your country’s concrete experience, if

any (when; which procedures were implemented; to which
activity, which Parties were involved, etc.);

• If your country has no experience or only very limited
experience in implementing the Agreement, please describe the
possible reasons for this.

2. Please list the bilateral agreements for the application of the
Espoo Convention, if any, that you country has concluded or is in
the process of concluding with the other South-East European
countries.



Questions for the discussion on Bucharest Agreement
3. Please describe the attempts of your country to promote the

ratification or accession to the Bucharest Agreement and/or (as
relevant) by the other countries in South-East Europe since 2008
(e.g. through bilateral contacts; official letters; during multilateral
meetings).

4. Based on your country’s experience (or views), please describe
the value added/benefits of the Bucharest Agreement has (or
could have) in facilitating the implementation of the Espoo
Convention. Please also, indicate how its value added/benefits
could be increased.


