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Purpose of scoping 
Scoping shall identify development interventions and
relevant environmental and health issues, which should be
further considered within the SEA

Scoping can also identify, as far as possible:
• territorial scope of the assessment and key areas of

concern,
• stakeholders to be involved,
• data and information to be considered



Scoping in Georgia (EAC)
• A procedure to determine

– the type of information to be gathered and examined
during SEA

– the ways of presenting above mentioned information in
SEA report



Scoping in Georgia (EAC)
• Reveals the potential impact of the proposed strategic

document on the environment and human health;
• Defines reasonable and practical, including best alternatives

in terms of environmental protection;
• Informs the public on the proposed strategic document and

respective alternatives of measures and expected results
envisaged by strategic document;

• Reveals public interest in proposed strategic document;
• Provides relevant information to the planning authority with

the purpose to protect resources for the preparation of SEA
report;



Scoping in Georgia (EAC)
• Determines the scope of the baseline and other information

during the SEA;
• Reveals the significant impact on protected areas, as well as

areas and/or landscapes which have the status of local and/or
international importance;

• Reveals the likelihood of the transboundary impact on the
environment.



Practical approach 
• Scoping should be combination of preliminary baseline

analyses and consultations
• Preparation of the scoping report should already involved SEA

experts
• Scoping consultations should be focused on getting feedback

on the key issues to be further addressed
• Proposed scope of SEA should be discussed and agreed with

planning team
• It is important to keep the scope of SEA flexible to allow its

adjustments as the understanding of environmental
implications of the proposed strategic document unfolds



Case example: SEA for Büyük Menderes 
River Basin Management Plan, Turkey 



Case example: SEA for Büyük Menderes 
River Basin Management Plan, Turkey 

Steps in scoping
• Step 1: Preparing the draft Scoping Report presenting the

initial outline of the situation in the River Basin and
providing a preliminary indication of the likely key issues
to be addressed in further analyses (December 2014 –
January 2015).

• Step 2: Presenting and discussing the draft Scoping Report at
the Information Meeting with the key stakeholders (Ankara,
January 15th, 2015).

• Step 3: Further elaboration of the Scoping Report integrating
additional data and information obtained from the
stakeholders (February – March 2015)



Case example: SEA for Büyük Menderes 
River Basin Management Plan, Turkey 

Steps in scoping
• Step 4:

– Presenting and discussing the advanced draft Scoping
Report at the Information Meeting and Scoping Meeting
with local stakeholders (organized in Aydın, March 30th

and April 2nd 2015);
– Besides those meetings, targeted informal meetings were

organized to discuss specific questions with the relevant
local stakeholders (especially with the Provincial
Environmental Directorate, WWF etc.).

• Step 5: Finalizing the Scoping Report and disseminating its
final version (April – May 2015).

Scope of SEA – see separate handout



Case example: SEA for Thames River Basin 
Management Plan, England 

• Proponent of RBMP: UK Environment Agency
• Its an update of RBMP (from 2009) for period 2015 –

2021

• SEA carried out UK Environment Agency
• SEA took into account ‘pro-environmental’ purpose of the

RBMP
• SEA meets requirements given by the EU SEA Directive,

however does not ‘blindly’ follow it
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Case example: SEA for Thames River Basin 
Management Plan, England 

• Scoping results:
– Air quality scoped out
– Heritage features – consideration of also unprotected features
– Biodiversity – local wildlife sites not included in assessment, only

effects on sites of international and national importance
– Light pollution scoped out
– Hydropower development – not included in the RBMP, therefore

not addressed in SEA



Case example: SEA for Thames River Basin 
Management Plan, England 

• Key issues (ecological services)
– Provision of fresh water
– Provision of food
– Water for non-consumptive use
– Climate regulation and adaptation
– The natural flow of water
– Control of erosion
– Water purification
– Cultural heritage
– Recreation and tourism
– Landscape or townscape character
– Designated nature conservation sites
– Provision of habitat



Case example: Scoping 
consultation in Engl. & Wales



Thank you for your attention!


