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Factors to consider
• Current state and perspective evolution of the 
environment (results of the Baseline analysis)

• Existing legal and policy environmental objectives 
(targets)

• Opinions of stakeholders 
• Character and scale of proposed interventions 

• It is important to concentrate on the main 
environmental issues that have been identified during 
the Scoping phase. 

• The SEA practitioners need to gather just enough 
information to answer key questions related to the 
identified issues of interest.



SEA Guiding Questions (I.)

• What are the legal and policy targets?
• What has been the trend so far? 
• How far is the current situation from any established objective or 

targets? 
• Is it reaching any critical turning point of bottom‐line?
• What is driving these trends? 
• How will the future trend evolve without the proposed plan or 

programme? 
• How is this baseline trend going to be influenced by major 

developments that have been already approved but not 
implemented yet, climate change, changes in the regulatory or 
policy framework, economic incentives, etc.? 



SEA Guiding Questions (II.)

• Considering all this, how would you describe the realistic worst‐case 
and the best case scenario in the future trend if the spatial plan is 
not implemented?

• What are the key implications of the planning process?
• Which population groups or economic sectors can be adversely 

affected by this trend?



Objective‐led approach

• Assessment of the consistency between proposed development 
objectives and the relevant environmental objectives using e.g. 
matrixes or other presentations that show the key conflicts 

• assess the positive and negative effects of the development 
objectives and priorities contained in the strategy, plan or 
programme on the relevant environmental objectives; 

• consider alternative options at the level of proposed development 
objectives and priorities.



Environmental issue/ determinant of human 
health

Environmental objective

1. Air, climate / Public Health  1.1 reduce air pollution with an emphasis on 
NOx and PM10

2. Water / Public Health 2.1 strengthen the retention function of the 
landscape and improve ecological function of 
water bodies

3. Soil and Geology 3.1 restrict new permanent occupation of 
agricuture and forest land

4. flora, fauna, ecosystems 4.1 protect biodiversity hotspots and reduce 
fragmentation of landscape

5. Noise / Public Health 5.1 reduce noise exposure by means of spatial 
planning

7. Population / Public Health 7.1 promote environmentally friendly forms of 
recreation
a healthy lifestyle

7.2 through prevention to protect the 
environment and population
from the effects of natural and anthropogenic 
crisis (e.g. floods, industrial disasters..)

8. .... 8.1. ...



Proposed	development	
objectives/priorities	

Relevant	environmental	
objectives	

Recommended	changes	to	the	
proposed	development	
objectives	... ... ... ...	 …

Proposed	development	
objective/priority	#	1	

++ ‐ 0 ‐‐	 ‐ Reformulate	the	objective	as	
follows	...	

Proposed	development	
objective/priority	#2	

++ + ‐‐ 0	 + Prioritize	activities	such	as...	

…..	
	

0 ‐‐ + ‐	 ‐‐ Implement	it	only	in	the	
following	areas...

…..	
	

‐ ++ 0	 + Avoid	interventions	related	to	
...

Concluding	comments	on	the	optimizing	proposed	development	objectives	or	priorities:	
	
These	can	be	provided	either	as	recommendations	for	changes	to	the	proposed	development	
orientations	or	as	suggestions	for	more	detailed	planning	(e.g.	which	interventions	should	be	
promoted	or	prevented,	where	should	they	go	and	where	they	should	not	take	place,	etc.).	
 

Assessment Matrix Example









Assessment of effects of the Plan on 
the significant environmental issues 

1. For each environmental issue (e.g. air quality), identify 
proposed developments (e.g. individual projects or 
clusters of projects) which may have significant effects on 
the particular environmental issue. 

2. Describe impacts of each of these development proposals 
on the given environmental issue. 

3. Identify possible mitigation and enhancement options. 
4. Summarize the cumulative effects of all components of 

the SPP that may have significant adverse or beneficial 
impacts on the relevant environmental issue. 

5. Summarize and prioritize proposed mitigation measures



• Evaluation Matrix example (see attached 
document)



Health Determinants (examples)
• Factors related to environmental and working conditions: e.g. air, 

water and soil pollution, noise, vibrations and exposure to hazards.
• Factors affecting healthy lifestyles:  e.g. facilitation of walking and 

cycling, availability of public spaces for exercise and recreation, 
provision of public transport and discouraging private car use, 
availability of healthy products, etc.

• Factors related to social or community networks: e.g. community 
severance or fragmentation, social support or isolation, community 
meeting spaces and facilities, accessibility of health services (e.g. 
traditional markets, etc.).

• Socio‐economic factors important for health: e.g. income, 
traditional lifestyle values, religious values, or sites of cultural and 
spiritual significance.
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M2 Health in SEA: possible effects of plans and programmes on health

For a Checklist of guiding questions on Health see UNECE SEA Resource Manual, p. 151
Michal, 11/12/2014
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Thank you very much!
Michal Musil

michal.musil@integracons.com


