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Tasks of Monitoring in SEA

• Compare predicted and actual effects, thus providing 
information on the implementation of the PP

• Provide experience to help improve future SEAs (i.e., as a 
quality control tool)

• Check that environmental conditions imposed by the authorities 
are being complied with.

• Check that the PP is implemented as described, including the 
prescribed mitigation measures.



General approaches to monitoring

• Impact-Related Monitoring on a Project Level
• data is collected at different stages of project development (permitting, 

start of operation, regular monitoring – emissions, wastes, etc.)
• State-Related Monitoring (General Environmental Monitoring)

• to observe and describe the state of the environment (including 
changes) independently from programmes and plans



General approaches to monitoring (cont´d)

• Performance-Led Monitoring
• controlling the implementation and effectiveness of certain measures 

foreseen in a plan or programme (e.g. mitigation measures)
• Objective-Related Monitoring

• controlling whether specific environmental quality objectives or 
environmental targets are attained within a given amount of time

• Combined Approaches



Monitoring Examples from the Midlands WMP 
SEA



Implementing the SEA Monitoring Scheme

• Monitoring measures should not only be envisaged, but also implemented!

• SEA monitoring activities and reporting should be:
• optimally integrated in the overall monitoring scheme for the implementation 

of a PP and/or linked to its regular revisions. 
• reasonably based on existing monitoring schemes

• Who is responsible?
• Protocol on SEA & SEA Directive do not suggest who, where, when or how 

should undertake the SEA monitoring.
• Practice: 
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