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The EaP GREEN programme is funded by the European Union and other donors, and is jointly implemented by the four 
partner organisations: OECD, UNEP, UNECE and UNIDO.  

minimizing potential adverse effects. The application of SEA to development of the renewable energy sector 
at the various planning stages can provide the following benefits: 

 SEA can ensure that renewable energy development is in line with environmental and health 
objectives and commitments a given country has adopted.  

 At the strategic/policy level, SEA can facilitate the discussion on scenarios for renewable energy 
development. Thus it can contribute to selection of the most appropriate energy mix, which considers 
environmental and health risks as well as benefits of all reasonable alternatives, and thus enables 
objective comparison.  

 SEA applied at the strategic/policy level can support proper consideration of renewable energy 
development in sub-sequent planning schemes (e.g. spatial or land-use planning) by providing 
recommendations on priority renewable energy resources to be further developed and/or locations to 
be primarily further explored.  

 SEA can streamline development of specific projects and relevant project-level assessment 
(EIA), for instance by identifying locations where major environmental or health risks can be 
excluded or mitigated. Therefore, development and approval of specific projects including EIA can be 
carried out without main problems. 
 

The SEA is most effective and beneficial when: 

 it is applied early in planning and decision-making process when all options and alternatives are still 
open. This approach also minimizes time needed to complete the SEA process. 

 the communication between the team of experts carrying out SEA and the experts dealing with 
renewable energy planning is properly ensured. This is an important precondition for integrating SEA 
inputs and recommendations in the plan or programme during its preparation, and thus increasing the 
chances for ‘smooth’ decision-making process.  

 SEA focuses on the key environmental and health issues. There is no need to analyse all 
environmental and health aspects in each SEA case, but only those which may be possibly affected by 
renewable energy development proposed by a given policy, plan or programme. Therefore the 
emphasis has to be given to scoping stage, when the key environmental and health issues to be 
addressed in further SEA steps are to be determined.  

 during the SEA  procedure all relevant stakeholders including environmental; and health authorities 
as well as public are involved. Only then it can be ensured that all opinions are properly taken into 
account in SEA and/or in planning process.  

 

References: 

Sadler, B. and R. Verheem (1996) Strategic Environmental Assessment: Status, Challenges and Future 
Directions, Report no. 53, Ministry of Housing, Spatial Planning and the Environment, The Hague, The 
Netherlands. 

United National Economic Commission for Europe (2003): Protocol on Strategic Environmental Assessment 
(http://www.unece.org/env/eia/sea_protocol.html)  

UNDP and Regional Environmental Center for Central and Eastern Europe (2003): Benefits of a Strategic 
Environmental Assessment.  
(http://archive.rec.org/REC/Programs/EnvironmentalAssessment/pdf/BenefitsofSEAeng.pdf )   

 


