
 

Economic Commission for Europe 

Meeting of the Parties to the Convention  
on Environmental Impact Assessment in  
a Transboundary Context 

Meeting of the Parties to the Convention  
serving as the Meeting of the Parties  
to the Protocol on Strategic  
Environmental Assessment 

Working Group on Environmental Impact Assessment 
and Strategic Environmental Assessment 

First meeting 
Geneva, 24–26 April 2012 
Item 12 of the provisional agenda 

Inputs to related international processes 

  Outcomes of the Seventh “Environment for Europe” Ministerial 
Conference and the Regional Preparatory Meeting for Rio+20 

  Note by the secretariat 

 I. Seventh “Environment for Europe” Ministerial Conference, 
Astana, 21–23 September 2011 

1. The Espoo Convention and its Protocol did not feature predominantly at the 
Conference and are not reflected in the Ministerial Declaration 
(ECE/ASTANA.CONF/2011/2/Add.1) or in the Chair’s Summary of the Conference 
(ECE/ASTANA.CONF/2011/2/Add.2). Nonetheless, in the Chair’s Summary of the 
discussions on “Sustainable management of water and greening the economy”:  

62. At the same time, participants recognized that pricing instruments should be 
complemented by other policy instruments. The precise policy mix would depend on 
country circumstances and the level of development. Regulatory approaches, backed 
by firm enforcement, had a key role to play, for example, in establishing water 
quality and effluent standards, implementing environmental impact assessment 
procedures and promoting the modernization of production processes based on best 
available techniques. Education, awareness-raising and other forms of information 
provision could also promote more efficient use of water. 

2. However, the secretariat, with strong support from Switzerland, organized a side-
event on the “importance of impact assessment in planning related to greening the economy 
and in sustainable water management”. The event was well-attended, with a diverse range 
of speakers from Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan (two speakers), Switzerland, UNECE, UNDP, 
UNEP and European ECO-Forum. 
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 II. Regional Preparatory Meeting for the United Nations 
Conference on Sustainable Development (Rio+20), Geneva, 
1–2 December 2011 

3. The Espoo Convention and its Protocol featured prominently at this meeting, in the 
discussions and interventions, and in the primary outcome: the Co-Chairs’ summary of the 
meeting (E/ECE/RPM/2011/2/Add.1). 

4. On “a green economy in the context of sustainable development and poverty 
eradication”, under “the role of multilateral environmental agreements”: 

48. Some delegations stressed the many concrete policy tools under various 
multilateral environmental agreements (MEAs) and programmes. The ECE region 
should make full use of the already existing instruments. The MEAs serviced by 
ECE were unique legal instruments, and should be instrumental in paving the way 
towards a green economy. In particular, the Protocol on Strategic Environmental 
Assessment under the Convention on Environmental Impact Assessment in a 
Transboundary Context (Espoo Convention) could help to integrate green economy 
considerations into other sectoral strategies besides the environment.  … 

5. On “The institutional framework for sustainable development”, under “reform of the 
institutional framework for sustainable development at the global level”: 

69. On the challenge of strengthening integration, some delegations suggested a 
legal framework, such as an international convention on 
sustainability/environmental impact assessment, possibly based on the ECE Espoo 
Convention and its Protocol on Strategic Environmental Assessment. 

6. And under “institutional framework for sustainable development reform at the 
regional level”: 

73. Many delegations stressed the importance of building upon the successful 
experience with the five ECE environmental conventions. They referred specifically 
to the Aarhus Convention and the Espoo Convention on Environmental Impact 
Assessment (and its Protocol on Strategic Environmental Assessment). 

7. Three documents were provided to delegates relating to the Espoo Convention and 
its Protocol, including two documents prepared by the secretariat for the meeting: 

• Declaration by first session of Meeting of the Parties to the Espoo Convention 
serving as the Meeting of the Parties to the Protocol on Strategic Environmental 
Assessment (see ECE/MP.EIA/SEA/2, part two); 

• The contribution of the Espoo Convention and its Protocol on SEA to the 
implementation of the Rio Principles (E/ECE/RPM/2011/INF/2);  

• Strategic environmental assessment as a tool for greening the economy 
(E/ECE/RPM/2011/INF/3). 

8. Subsequently, the Chairs of the Bureaus of the ECE multilateral environmental 
agreements and of the ECE Committee on Environmental Policy prepared and, on 10 
February 2012, circulated (through the secretariat) suggested amendments to the zero draft 
of The Future We Want, the outcome document from the Rio+20 Conference. 

    


