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1. Background information 

1.1. SEA and EIA in Kazakhstan 

The Republic of Kazakhstan, as a Party to the UNECE Convention on Environmental Impact 
Assessment in a Transboundary Context (Espoo Convention) since 2001, targets to introduce 
internationally sound institutional and legislative frameworks on environmental impact assessment 
(EIA) and strategic environmental assessment (SEA). Efficient implementation of the Espoo 
Convention and its Protocol on SEA in the country is seen as a valuable contribution to the on-
going "green" economic reforms. 
Under the on-going “green” economy reforms in Kazakhstan and, specifically, recently held 
international specialized exhibition “Expo-2017: Future energy” in Astana, the SEA concept in the 
country is currently considered as an instrument to identify the most sustainable and cost-effective 
strategic development alternatives for green economic growth on the way towards new foreign 
investments and improved environmental situation in the country and the human health. It is 
considered as a tool, which will help to strengthen the country’s environmental governance through 
fostering transparency and consultation with relevant stakeholders and the public prior to the 
approval of policies, plans and programmes. In addition, the SEA in a transboundary context within 
the country is suggested to be employed to promote regional cooperation on environmental matters 
in the Central Asian region. 
In this process the UNECE has been assisting Kazakhstan in the development of legislation and 
through support to practical steps towards the integration of SEA procedures in its planning and 
programming processes. Thus, the 2017-2020 workplan of the Espoo Convention and its Protocol 
on SEA envisages technical advice to Kazakhstan on improving legislation to implement the 
Protocol and the Convention. It is built on official letter of request of the Ministry of Energy of the 
Republic of Kazakhstan (Ministry) as of 30 March and 12 December 2017 that addressed the 
UNECE Secretariat to help initiate a legislative drafting process to assist Kazakhstan in amending 
its national legislation for the establishment of the national SEA scheme in line with the Protocol on 
SEA and comprehensive revision of the national EIA scheme in accordance with the Espoo 
Convention.  
In 2017 the Ministry took a decision to revise the Concept for development of fuel and energy 
complex of Kazakhstan until 2030 (Concept) that was developed back in 2014. To help the process 
the Ministry established the Working Group under its auspices, comprising from different 
Ministry’s departments with an expertise in the energy field and private energy sector 
representatives. Following the country’s strategic priority to shift to “green” economy path the 
Ministry in the official request as of 12 September 2017 addressed the UNECE to undertake the 
SEA of the Concept and, therefore, confirmed its readiness to promote “green” economy reform in 
the energy sector.    

The assistance is carried out by the means of technical advice under the UNDP/UNECE/EC project 
on “Supporting Kazakhstan’s Transition to a Green Economy Model” in several phases. During the 
inception phase the project allowed to assess the environmental impact assessment and strategic 
environmental assessment provisions in the existing national legislation vis-à-vis the Convention 
and the Protocol. The results of the assessment outlined that the national legislation and regulations 
contain elements of SEA and transboundary EIA procedures. However, to fully comply with the 
provisions of the Protocol on SEA and the Espoo Convention some changes and amendments to the 
current national legislation are needed. 
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1.2. Review and revision of the existing SEA and EIA legislation and procedures 

The SEA and EIA legal drafting activities are important elements of the project, aiming at national 
legislative enhancement with a focus on SEA and EIA in line with the Espoo Convention and its 
Protocol on SEA. The activities envisage the preparation of amendments to the Environmental Code 
of Kazakhstan, relevant laws and as required develop draft secondary legislation with a focus on 
EIA and SEA. The revision of national regulatory and legislative frameworks with regard to 
transboundary EIA and SEA is also seen as an efficient tool for identifying the bottlenecks and 
bridging existing gaps. All in all, efficient introduction of the SEA and EIA elements in the 
legislative framework of Kazakhstan in full compliance with the legally binding instruments will 
help to secure the approach for effective protection of environment and human health and help 
prevent irreversible environmental consequences at the initial stage of strategic policy/program 
planning. 
The Ministry of Energy of Kazakhstan has a central role in conducting the development of 
amendments through its national SEA and EIA working group, which is responsible for providing 
required inputs and participating in the analysis. The working group was established in January 
2018, comprising from the representatives of the Ministry and other state agencies to amend the 
Environmental Code of Kazakhstan.  
The Ministry’s drafting group under the above was invited to: 
(a) actively participate in the legal drafting process and all other SEA/EIA planned events;  
(b) guide the national and international experts in developing proposals for amending the 
legislation;  
(c) prepare necessary regulations; and provide written inputs and comments to the draft proposals.  
 

1.3. SEA of the Concept for development of fuel and energy complex of Kazakhstan until 2030 

The second component of the UNECE component under the UNDP/UNECE/EC project on 
“Supporting Kazakhstan’s Transition to a Green Economy Model” stands for introduction of a pilot 
application of the SEA procedure to Concept for development of fuel and energy complex until 
2030 (SEA pilot). The Concept for development of fuel and energy complex until 2030 is recently 
being revised by the working group of the Ministry of Energy. 
Subsequently, the SEA pilot project targets to test practical application of the SEA procedure in line 
with the Protocol on SEA and to demonstrate benefits and opportunities the SEA provides for 
environmental optimisation of the Concept for development of fuel and energy complex until 2030 
(Concept). Main activities within the SEA pilot include: 

• preparation of the scoping and SEA reports including all relevant analyses; 
• organizing consultations with relevant stakeholders; 
• communication with the Ministry and experts responsible for the amending the Concept. 

The SEA pilot project was launched on 8 November 2017 in Astana at the two-day initial working 
meeting with participation of line ministries, team of international and national experts to 
demonstrate the application of international SEA principles. The national SEA team was established 
back in November 2017, which together with the UNECE international consultants carried out the 
SEA steps in line with the Protocol on SEA. Close co-ordination of the SEA process with the 
Ministry’s Working Group on the Concept’s amendment is a main prerequisite of success of pilot 
project activities.  
During the period of November 2017 till November 2018 the national SEA team under the guidance 
of the UNECE consultants and in close collaboration with the Ministry underwent necessary stages 
of SEA procedure for the Concept revision and as result came up with the scoping and the SEA 
reports that contain valuable recommendations for the environmental optimization of the Concept. 



2. Final Round Table «Strengthening environmental assessment systems in 
Kazakhstan in line with the UNECE Espoo Convention its Protocol on SEA» 
The final Round Table «Strengthening environmental assessment systems in Kazakhstan in line 
with the UNECE Convention on Environmental Impact Assessment in a Transboundary Context 
and its Protocol on Strategic Environmental Assessment» (Round table) took place on 14 November 
2018 in Astana. The event was organized by the Ministry of Energy of Kazakhstan in close co-
operation and consultation with the UNECE to present the substantial results and conclusions of the 
SEA and EIA legal drafting and the SEA pilot activities.  
The round table was designed to present SEA and EIA international best practices and facilitate 
wider discussions under the recently developed SEA and EIA amendments to the Environmental 
Code of Kazakhstan, relevant sectoral legislation and the SEA by-laws. The agenda also 
accommodated the presentation of the SEA report with specific recommendations for the revision 
of the Concept of the Republic of Kazakhstan for development of fuel and energy complex until 
2030.  
Theory was combined with the best practice presentations, specific suggestions for the improved 
environmental assessment framework in Kazakhstan and recommendations for environmental 
optimization of the fuel and energy complex. International consultants led the discussions and 
contributed significantly to the elaboration of specific recommendations and follow up steps for 
Kazakhstan.  
The round table addressed some 80 members of the Ministries’ working groups on the development 
of the national environmental legislation and Concept revision, responsible for the strategic 
planning and the EIA procedures, other line Ministries, namely, the Ministries of the Republic of 
Kazakhstan on Health Protection, Agriculture and Justice, international consultants and national 
experts, academia, private and non-governmental organizations. Participation of counterparts from 
Uzbekistan was ensured to secure the consideration of transboundary aspects and opportunities the 
Espoo Convention and its Protocol on SEA offer. 
For more information, please visit: 

http://www.unece.org/environmental-policy/conventions/water/areas-of-work-of-the-
convention/envwatercentralasia/supporting-kazakhstans-transition-towards-green-economy-
model.html 
https://www.unece.org/info/media/presscurrent-press-h/environment/2018/kazakhstan-presents-draft-
legislation-aligned-with-unece-environmental-impact-assessment-and-strategic-environmental-assessment-
legal-instruments/doc.html 

 

2.1 Objective of the round table meeting 

The rationale of the round table was to support the SEA and EIA reforms in Kazakhstan based on 
available best practices in line with international standards and by employing the UNECE expert 
advice. 
 

2.2. Round table meeting design 

The activity was designed to: 

• present challenges and opportunities associated with the UNECE Espoo Convention and its 
Protocol on SEA implementation in the countries of Eastern Europe, Caucasus and Central 
Asia; 

http://www.unece.org/environmental-policy/conventions/water/areas-of-work-of-the-convention/envwatercentralasia/supporting-kazakhstans-transition-towards-green-economy-model.html
http://www.unece.org/environmental-policy/conventions/water/areas-of-work-of-the-convention/envwatercentralasia/supporting-kazakhstans-transition-towards-green-economy-model.html
http://www.unece.org/environmental-policy/conventions/water/areas-of-work-of-the-convention/envwatercentralasia/supporting-kazakhstans-transition-towards-green-economy-model.html
https://www.unece.org/info/media/presscurrent-press-h/environment/2018/kazakhstan-presents-draft-legislation-aligned-with-unece-environmental-impact-assessment-and-strategic-environmental-assessment-legal-instruments/doc.html
https://www.unece.org/info/media/presscurrent-press-h/environment/2018/kazakhstan-presents-draft-legislation-aligned-with-unece-environmental-impact-assessment-and-strategic-environmental-assessment-legal-instruments/doc.html
https://www.unece.org/info/media/presscurrent-press-h/environment/2018/kazakhstan-presents-draft-legislation-aligned-with-unece-environmental-impact-assessment-and-strategic-environmental-assessment-legal-instruments/doc.html
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• share the information on the SEA and EIA legislative reforms in Central and Eastern Europe 
countries with specific focus to Georgia and Ukraine; 

• provide the overview of the legislative reform of SEA and EIA in Kazakhstan in light of the 
Espoo Convention and its Protocol on SEA; 

• present main findings, recommendations and conclusion of the SEA pilot: the key issues and 
significant environmental, including health, effects which are likely to occur further to the 
Concept implementation; 

• identify possible follow ups in support to the on-going environmental assessment reforms. 
 

2.3 Outcomes 

The round table resulted in three major outcomes: 

a) clear understanding of all participants about the scope and the content of the proposed SEA and 
EIA draft amendments to the Environmental Code, sectoral and secondary legislation of 
Kazakhstan; 

b) recommendations aiming at finalization of the SEA report key conclusions under the SEA pilot;  
c) suggestions for the SEA and EIA follow ups. 
 

2.4 Participants  

Out of 80 participants 32 (40%) were represented by men and 48 (60%) – by women. 14 (17.5%) 
were from the national authorities, 21 (26.3%) – from associations and enterprises, 8 (10%) – 
from international organizations, 25 (31.2%) – from non-governmental organizations and 12 
(15%) were represented by the pilot project international consultants and national experts (please, 
refer to Annex 2). 
 

2.5 Key international consultants and national experts 

Mr. Jerzy Jendroska, key international expert on EIA and SEA legal drafting, Ms. Elena Laevskaya, 
international expert on EIA and SEA legal drafting and Ms. Leial Makhmetova, national expert on 
SEA and EIA legal drafting were the main source of expertise in the field of environmental 
assessment legal drafting.  
Ms. Maryna Shimkus, Head of the EIA Unit Department of State Ecological Expertise and 
Auditing, Monitoring and Technical Regulations, Ministry of Ecology and Natural Resources of 
Ukraine and Mr. Giga Gigashvilli, Head of the Municipal service for Environment Protection, 
Tbilisi City Hall were invited on this special occasion to share the experience and lessons learnt 
with the Kazakhstani audiotoria. 
The SEA pilot application was facilitated by Mr. Martin Smutny and Ms. Marina Khotuleva, 
international SEA consultants in close partnership with the SEA national team, comprising from six 
national experts in fields of strategic planning, energy, EIA, biodiversity, climate change, waste 
management and health protection.  
The enlisted experts were the main source of expertise and, thus, acted as key speakers at the round 
table. 



 

3. Round Table summary 
The final round table was opened by Mr. Sabit Nurlybai, Vice Minister of Energy of the 
Republic of Kazakhstan by stressing the importance of the modern environmental assessment 
tools for sustainable economic development with environmental concerns. The Vice-Minister 
expressed appreciation for the expert and donor assistance provided and called on for further 
reform in this sector to sustain the achieved results and ensure efficient transboundary co-
operation in line with the provisions of the Espoo Convention and the Protocol on SEA. The 
experience of Kazakhstan in this regard was named as pioneering best practice in the Central 
Asian region that and crucial for the success of other Central Asian countries on their ways 
towards “green” economy. 
Mr. Victor Badaker, Economic Affairs Officer, Sustainable Energy Division, UNECE Secretariat 
underlined in his speech the role and benefits of the UNECE Espoo Convention and the Protocol 
on SEA for Kazakhstan that is a Party to the Espoo Convention and is currently considering 
tojoin the Protocol on SEA. Mr. Badaker expressed thanks to the co-organizers of the SEA and 
EIA pilot activities and to experts for their contribution in delivery of tailor-made outcomes.  
Ambassador György Szabó, Head of the OSCE Programme Office in Astana welcomed the 
initiative of the Government of Kazakhstan, targeting to align its environmental assessment 
procedure and framework with international standards and expressed the readiness of the OSCE 
Office to support further reform in this sector if the need would be. Ambassador also stressed the 
valuable role of the modern SEA and EIA procedures for better strategic planning, good 
environmental governance, transparent and efficient decision-making.  
While Ms. Snejana Popova, Project Officer, EU Delegation to Kazakhstan praised the work done 
and, inter alia, stressed the need of efficient environmental governance in the EC and partner-
countries, in which modern SEA and EIA procedures have important role to play in the 
sustainable economic development.  

 
Picture 1. Mr. Sabit Nurlybai, Vice Minister of Energy of the Republic of Kazakhstan greets the 

participants of the final round table 
 

The workshop was moderated by Ms. Madina Ibrasheva, SEA and EIA pilot project Team 
Leader, who presented an agenda and introduced the SEA/EIA legal drafting international 
consultants and national expert.  
Mr. Jerzy Jendrośka, key international consultant on EIA and SEA legal drafting opened the first 
session by presenting an overview of international standards of environmental assessment and 
implementation challenges in the countries of Eastern Europe, Caucasus and Central Asia. In this 
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regard Mr. Jendrośka spoke about the role of environmental assessment procedural steps with a 
reference to the international law, presented the SEA and EIA procedures as guided by and 
stipulated in the Concept of EIA Directive, the UNECE Espoo Convention and the Protocol on 
SEA. The key international consultant also paid attention to the deficiencies of the State 
Ecological Expertiza systems in Eastern Europe, the Caucasus and Central Asia, associated gaps, 
needs and challenges related to aligning the national legislations with international standards. 
Ms. Maryna Shimkus, Head of the EIA Unit Department of State Ecological Expertise and 
Auditing, Monitoring and Technical Regulations, Ministry of Ecology and Natural Resources of 
Ukraine was invited to present the experience of Ukraine in reforming the national 
environmental assessment system in line with the provisions of the Espoo Convention. Ms. 
Shimkus touched upon technical practicalities of the EIA stages in Ukraine by stressing the fact 
that the new EIA system functions within a moderate one-year time-frame. Nevertheless, the 
reform is seen as a success, mainly due to several innovations that were introduced to help 
enhance public participation in the decision-making and, thus, minimize corruption risks and 
promote transparent and accountable national authorities. In this regard, the establishment of 
Single EIA Register was mentioned as crucial to simplify the EIA procedure and increase the 
access to the EIA documentation. At the end Ms. Shimkus - based on Ukrainian lessons learnt - 
stressed the need to pay utmost attention to the institutional capacity building on the way to the 
modern EIA system, that, inter alia, should envisage the availability of enlarged skilled staff for 
effectively handleing the EIA procedures.  

 

Picture 2. Ms. Maryna Shimkus speaks about the SEA and EIA reform in Ukraine 
In the next session Mr. Giga Gigashvilli, Head of the Municipal service for Environment 
Protection, Tbilisi City Hall took the floor to present the step forward from deficient old 
environmental assessment regulations to modern SEA and EIA systems in Georgia. The 
presentation mainly focused on procedural SEA and EIA elements, benefits, challenges and 
solutions. Mr. Gigashvilli drew auditoria’s attention to the fact of increased demand in additional 
human recourses; further capacity building of local authorities responsible for strategic planning 
and EIA implementation after the new Environmental Code of Georgia with the new elements of 
SEA and EIA procedures was enacted. Moreover, elaboration of sector specific guidelines for 
efficient EIA/SEA practice and introduction of mandatory certification system for consulting 
companies were enlisted as priority areas of involvement in Georgia at present. 
International standards for national EIA systems and transboundary procedure as set out in the 
Espoo Convention, the EIA legislative reforms in Central and Eastern Europe countries were the 
topic of the next session, led by Mr. Jerzy Jendrośka. The presentation mainly covered the key 
mandatory requirements for the EIA national scheme in which the details of public participation 
are clearly regulated in line with the Aarhus Convention while the details of transboundary 
procedure are clearly stipulated by the provisions of with Espoo Convention. The speaker among 
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other issues stressed the fact that developer is responsible for the preparation of reports, but not 
for public participation to avoid the conflict of interest. Key practical features of the EIA system 
in the EU countries were enlisted and specific details were provided for the environmental 
assessment system in Poland. Furthermore, the scoping in some EU countries was named as non-
mandatory and is done upon the request. The differences between the State Ecological Expertiza 
and modern EIA procedure were indicated to participants’ attention to highlight the gaps and 
needs for Kazakhstan. 
Ms. Leila Makhmetova, national expert on EIA and SEA legal drafting in continuation to 
international legal standards presentation shared the information on the proposals for the new 
Environmental Code of Kazakhstan (EnvCode), titled as Chapter on EIA procedure and the 
Chapter on EIA in transboundary context that were designed in full compliance with the 
provisions of the Espoo Convention. The proposals, among other topics covered the explanations 
related to activities of the 1st and the 2nd categories and requirements for screening. Ms. 
Makhmetova also touched upon the procedural elements of the EIA in transboundary context for 
Kazakhstan as a Party of origin and affected Party. 
The session was finalized with the request for clarification by the representatives of the Ministry 
and civil society organization with respect to the EIA procedure for the final decision-making by 
the competent authorities and with the focus to the difference between the old-style categories of 
projects and the new ones that are proposed by the experts in line with the Espoo Convention.    
Another topic for discussion related to the provisions and requirements of the UNECE Protocol 
on SEA and the SEA legislative reforms in Central and Eastern Europe countries by Ms. Elena 
Laevskaya, international expert on SEA and EIA legal drafting.  Ms. Laevskaya addressed the 
audience with detailed explanations on the SEA concept, its role in decision-making in 
mitigating the impact on environment and human health, the planning documents that are subject 
to SEA according to the Protocol on SEA, stages of SEA, the rationale of screening, the role of 
environmental and health authorities, public participation in the SEA decision-making, involved 
parties of the SEA procedure and etc. The topics of due monitoring and transboundary 
procedures under the SEA were stipulated as important elements of SEA procedure to ensure 
environmental and health protection in the long-run at the strategic level including in 
transboundary context. 
During the presentations Ms. Laevskaya also underlined the political and procedural differences 
between the SEA and the EIA and stressed that SEA is an efficient instrument of “green” 
economy and, thus, will contribute to efficient decision-making if implemented correctly. 
Ms. Leila Makhmetova continued the presentation by presenting proposals for the national 
legislation of Kazakhstan in light of the Protocol on SEA. Speaking precisely, Ms. Makahmetova 
presented the new Chapter on SEA of the EnvCode and, therefore, talked about the strategic 
programmes that as subject to screening and SEA, as well as about the scoping stage and the 
elements of the SEA report preparation. Additionally, Ms. Makhmetova presented five sub-laws 
of the Republic of Kazakhstan that were aligned accordingly with the requirements of the 
Protocol on SEA.  
The presentations were well received by the participants, while the issue of public participation 
attracted greater attention with a request to introduce specific mechanisms of enforced public 
participation at the legislative level. In this regard Ms. Laura Malikova, Association of Practicing 
Ecologists referred to the fact that at present there is insufficient public involvement and 
participation in the EIA consultations, thus, Mr. Malikova suggested to introduce appropriate 
relevant changes in the Labour Code of Kazakhstan.  
In response Ms. Makhmetova informed the auditoria about the proposed mechanism on wider 
notification and consultations of affected population and interested stakeholders as described in 
the proposed SEA Chapter of the new EnvCode. Ms. Laevskaya added that the proposed 
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amendments are draft and subject to change until the new version of the EnvCode is approved. 
Ms. Laevskaya stressed that so far there is none of countries, which amended the national Labour 
Code in order to enforce public involvement in the EIA procedure. In that sense according to 
expert it might be redundant, instead the instrument of enhanced awareness raising instrument 
was proposed to bridge the gap. 
Another question was raised by Ms. Shynar Izteleova, Zhayik-Caspian Aarhus Centre, who 
inquired additional information on transboundary EIA procedure and the national plan/strategy 
on the SEA introduction in Kazakhstan. In the absence of any specific plan for the latter the 
Ministry of Energy of Kazakhstan abstained from the intervention. 

 
Picture 3. Participants from various sectors at the final round table  

The next session covered the introduction to the SEA pilot of the Concept for Development of 
Fuel and Energy Complex of the Republic of Kazakhstan until 2030. Mr. Martin Smutny 
consultant to UNECE underlined in this regard the objectives, approach and procedure of the 
SEA pilot project. Mr. Smutny informed that the SEA was delivered for the Concept that is 
currently under revision by the Ministry of Energy of Kazakhstan through 2019 and is done 
based on the current version of the Concept. The consultant highlighted that due to soon pilot 
project completion the SEA of the Concept, unfortunately, can’t be delivered in full compliance 
with the Protocol on SEA. 
In the next session Mr. Rashid Korzhaspayev, Green Economy Department of the Ministry of 
Energy of Kazakhstan briefly presented the role, planning process and further steps of the 
Concept for Development of Fuel and Energy Complex of the Republic of Kazakhstan until 
2030.  
In the course of discussions Ms. Madina Ibrasheva presented the GIS maps, produced under the 
pilot project with respect to fuel and energy sector implications for biodiversity, water and air 
resources and health. Ms. Ibrasheva informed that the maps were exhibited at the conference hall 
and are available electronically in open access at the Ministry’s web-site. 
The next session was held by SEA national team, namely by the national consultants in the areas 
of strategic planning, EIA, biodiversity, energy security and health protection through a joint 
presentation on the SEA pilot findings and results. The experts presented key issues and 
significant environmental, including health, effects which are likely to occur in the course of 
Concept implementation, namely the implications of electricity, gas and coal mining industries, 
uranium mining, renewable energy and waste for air, water and land resources, biodiversity and 
human health that can also lead to aggravated climate change threats. 
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Key SEA recommendations were presented by Ms. Marina Khotuleva, consultant to UNECE and 
Mr. Nurzhan Begalin, key policy analysis expert, which ranged the elaborated recommendations 
into several groups: a) preliminary recommendations (identified under the scoping stage); b) 
recommendations to the attention of the Ministry’s working group on Concept revision; c) 
recommendations for further strategic planning; d) recommendations for project-level activities 
and mitigation measures. 
Ms. Khotuleva underlined the importance of policy analysis of the Concept and identification of 
trends and possible consequences that may result in the course of Concept implementation to 
help formulate mitigation measures. This analysis was done by the group of SEA experts in the 
SEA report along with the proposals for monitoring procedure and indicators. On the other hand, 
the speaker noted the absence of specific goal of the Concept and the monitoring element. That 
said, Ms. Khotulova expressed a hope that elaborated recommendations will be taken in due 
account by the planning agency to secure efficient and environmentally balanced fuel and energy 
complex development.  
Mr. Begalin drew participants’ attention to the fuel and energy complex development scenarios, 
which seem to be attractive from the point of environment and health protection, namely 
“Combined’ and “Optimistic” scenarios out of identified four. Both scenarios according to expert 
target to actively introduce renewable and alternative energy sources, increase the role of gas in 
domestic energy consumption, etc. Mr. Begalin briefly summarized key SEA recommendations 
for the attention of auditoria that are presented in the SEA report. 
The moderator addressed the participants with the request to submit any further comments 
regarding the environmental optimization of the Concept in written form to the attention of the 
Ministry of Energy of Kazakhstan. 
The final round table was finalized with a wrap-up session, during which the co-organizers of the 
SEA and EIA pilot project in Kazakhstan positively assessed the results of the project and 
emphasized the importance of continuing the finalization of the SEA of the Concept and further 
SEA and EIA institutional and legal capacity building in Kazakhstan. The Ministry of Energy of 
Kazakhstan called upon the donor organizations to support further dialogue and co-operation 
under the discussed agenda. 

4. Way forward 
The SEA and EIA pilot project activities in Kazakhstan will be completed on 30 November 
2018. Despite the soon project closure the Ministry of Energy of Kazakhstan expressed a 
readiness to continue the reform once the donor assistance is provided.  
To support the initiative the OSCE Programme Office in Astana expressed a readiness to sponsor 
the amendment of secondary legislation of Kazakhstan in line with the provisions of the Espoo 
Convention. The work will be launched in December 2018 and continued through 2019 with a 
series of training workshops and public hearings in the Parliament of Kazakhstan. 
Other donor organizations are currently in process of considering the sponsorship of the SEA 
and EIA follow up activities. 

5. Evaluation 
The evaluation analysis was carried out based on evaluation form (See Annex 3 to this report) 
completed by participants at the end of the round table. In total, 26 forms have been filled out.  
The summary of evaluation analysis: 
Evaluation question 1: Please indicate how important and relevant the topics of the round 
table are for you. 
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Average scoring: 4 
12 (46,2%) participants replied that presented topics and undertaken discussions are of high 
importance, 13 (50,0%) – important and 1 (3.8 %) – not important. 
 
Evaluation question 2: Please indicate how clear and understandable the information was for 
you. 
Average scoring: 4 
6 (23,1%) participants replied that presented topics and undertaken discussions are of high 
importance, 20 (76,9%) – important and none – not important. 
 
Evaluation question 3: What speeches and topic(s) of the were most useful in your opinion? 
Average scoring: 5 
Most of respondents indicated that delivered speeches and presented topics were useful. The 
following themes were highlighted of greater interest: 

- Experience of Georgia and Ukraine in reforming the national environmental assessment 
systems; 

- Proposals with respect to amendment of the legislation of Kazakhstan in line with the 
Espoo Convention and Protocol on SEA; 

- Presentations on the likely main impacts related to the Concept and elaborated 
recommendations. 

Evaluation question 4: Do you see practical application of the knowledge obtained useful for 
yourself? If yes, in which area? 

Average scoring: 4 
7 (26,9%) respondents indicated that the obtained knowledge is very useful, 19 (73,1%) – useful, 
none- not useful. 

Evaluation question 5: Please rate the organizational aspects of round table? 
Average scoring: 4.5 

12 (46,2%) - excellent, 8 (30 %) – good, none- bad. 
 

Thus, the following conclusions are drawn based on the scoring and provided written feedback: 

1. The final Round table was organized and implemented well enough; 

2. The program was developed in a way that the most relevant and necessary information was 

included and covered the topics of auditoria’s interest. Nevertheless, the topics raised might 

be still new and, thus, require additional awareness raising activities in the future; 

3. Targeted auditory was represented by wide range stakeholders; 

4. Presented information by international and national consultants was very specific and 
probably not 100% clear enough due to new terminology and fuel and energy complex 
related technical aspects. 
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Annex 1 
 

  

 

 

 

 
 

Agenda  

Final Round Table 

Strengthening environmental assessment systems in Kazakhstan in line with the UNECE 
Convention on Environmental Impact Assessment in a Transboundary Context and its 

Protocol on Strategic Environmental Assessment 

 
9:00-09:30  Registration of participants 
  Video on the UNECE Protocol on SEA 

9:30-09:50  Opening remarks 

  Mr. Sabit Nurlybai, Vice Minister of Energy of the Republic of Kazakhstan 
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Ms. Snejana Popova, Project Officer, EU Delegation to Kazakhstan 

Moderator:  Ms. Madina Ibrasheva, UNECE Team Leader, SEA and EIA pilot project in 
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09:50–11:20 Convention on Environmental Impact Assessment in a Transboundary 
Context and its Protocol on Strategic Environmental Assessment and other 
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implementation in the countries of Eastern Europe, Caucasus and Central 
Asia 
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Kazakhstan in line with the Espoo Convention and its Protocol on SEA”: 
Project implementation stages and lessons learnt 

 Ms. Madina Ibrasheva, UNECE Team Leader, SEA and EIA pilot project in 
Kazakhstan  

11:30 -12:40  International standards for national EIA systems and transboundary 
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Annex 3 
Evaluation form 

 
Round Table 

Strengthening environmental assessment systems in Kazakhstan in line with the UNECE 
Convention on Environmental Impact Assessment in a Transboundary Context and its 

Protocol on Strategic Environmental Assessment 

14 November 2018  
 
1. Please indicate how important and relevant the topics of the Round Table is for you? 
 
1 (not important)    2 (important)   3 (very important)  
 
 
2. Please indicate how clear and understandable was the information provided to you (check):  
 
1 (totally unclear)    2 (clear)   3 (totally clear)  
 
 
3. What speeches and topic(s) of the Round Table were most useful in your opinion? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. Do you see practical application of the knowledge obtained useful for yourself? If yes, in 
which area? 
 
1 (not useful)    2 (useful)   3 (very useful)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5. Please rate the organizational aspects of the Round Table? 
 
1 (excellent)    2 (good)   3 (satisfactory) 4 (bad) 
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