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BACKGROUND 
  
The decision to develop PNPP was adopted 
by resolution of the Polish Council of 
Ministers in January 2009 on actions taken to 
develop the Polish nuclear power sector. The 
PNPP covers the scope and structure of 
activities which should be taken to 
successfully implement nuclear power in 
Poland, ensure safe and effective operation 
of nuclear facilities (including the 
decommissioning process after the end of 
service) and guarantee safe handling of 
spent fuel and radioactive waste. The PNPP 
is a strategic document covering the entire 
territory of Poland. It does not constitute the grounds for granting permits for 
implementation of nuclear projects in Poland, as it only indicates potential locations 
for future nuclear facilities.   

 
PROCEDURE UNDER THE PROTOCOL ON SEA 
In accordance with the Protocol on SEA, the following steps were performed 
• Field of application (article 4) 

SEA procedure needed to be applied due to the fact that the PNPP could possibly 
cause significant environmental, including health, effects.  

• Screening (article 5) 
At the screening stage it was found that the content of the plan referred to the 
large area and thus needed to be a subject to SEA. Moreover GDEP (General 
Directorate for Environmental Protection) stated that SEA was necessary to be 
carried out.  

• Scoping (article 6) 
As a result of imposed obligation ME (Ministry of Economy) made the scope of 
the environmental report subject to the opinions of GDEP and CSI(The Chief 
Sanitary Inspector) authorities. 

• Environmental report (article 7) 
The next step involved preparation of the environmental report in accordance with 
defined scope. The environmental report identified, described and evaluated the 
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likely significant environmental, including health, effects of implementing the 
PNPP and its reasonable alternatives.  

• Public participation (article 8) 
Every person had the right to submit comments prior to the adoption of PNPP. 
Therefore, ME as the authority which drew up the draft plan, provided the public 
without  an undue delay with information concerning the launch of the preparation 
of the PNPP and its subject matter. Further, the public was provided with 
possibilities of becoming acquainted with the Programme and its environmental 
report which were available for review at the seat of ME as well as at the website 
of the Public Information Bulletin. The public could submit comments and 
suggestions within a 3-month period when necessary documents were available 
for review (time for public access and making comments), in written form, verbally 
to be recorded in the minutes, using the means of electronic communications 
without the need to secure them with the safe electronic signature. An additional 
21-day period for public participation was given due to the main change in 
Programme (only appendix was made available for the public).  As a result of 
public participation the competent regional government received 232 comments 
and suggestions from public (from 16 entities) which were considered and taken 
into account.  

• Consultation with environmental and health authorities (article 9) 
The PNPP together with its environmental report were consulted with GDEP and 
CSI authorities. 

• Transboundary consultations (article 10) 
Due to the fact that PNPP was likely to have significant transboundary impacts 
(including health), the following steps were taken: 
 
 an official notification was sent to 10 European countries directly bordering 

Poland and bordering the Baltic Sea and additionally countries which 
expressed their interest in participation in cross-border proceedings in 
advance (Austria); 

 all countries responded to the  received notifications. Austria, Sweden, 
Finland, Czech Republic, Slovakia, Germany and Denmark declared 
participation as Affected Parties; 

 Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania withdrew from the proceedings. However, 
they stressed that they would like to be notified, as Parties potentially 
affected when EIA procedure will be carried out for the construction of a 
NPP; 

 the time limit for submission of official statements and public comments 
and objections came up to 5 months (including 2 extensions) from the date 
of receiving the notification;  

 public participation in the Affected Parties was organized twice (1st – draft 
PNPP and environmental report – in most cases lasted 3 months, 2nd – 
annex including new proposal of location – 21 days); 

 in most cases Affected Parties submitted their authorities statements 
together with enclosed comments from public with one exception. 
According to the Polish-German Agreement on EIA and SEA the German 



public had an opportunity to send comments in their mother tongue directly 
to Polish authority through standard post and e-mails as well. As a 
consequence of such approach Poland received more than  
35 000 comments from German public (in German); 

 transboundary consultations (meetings at the governmental level) were 
held: on July 23, 2012 - with Slovakia, on November 22, 2012 -  with 
Austria, on November 27, 2012 - with Germany, and on December 4, 2012 
- with Denmark. The meeting offered a unique opportunity to address any 
issues of concern. At the consultation meetings, discrepancies were 
clarified and answers were given to the posed questions. Moreover the 
necessary supplementations to be sent to the affected countries were 
agreed upon. As a result the initial consents to sign protocols were 
expressed. The final protocols were singed: Austria - 6 May 2013, Slovakia 
- 20 September 2012, Germany - 4 April 2013, Denmark - 10 February 
2013 ; 

 the other countries (Sweden, Finland, Czech Republic), submitted 
comments in writing and informed about no need to meet; 

 the adopted PNPP with necessary translations were sent to Affected 
Parties in mid November 2014 
 

• Adoption of the document (article 11)  
The PNPP was adopted and finally published in mid June 2014.A written summary 
containing a justification of the choice of the adopted document in relation to the 
SEA conclusions was preapred and public participation was conducted. Also the 
adopted document and written summary were submitted to the authorities which 
provided theirs opinions during SEA procedure. 
• Monitoring the effects (article 12) of the implementation of the adopted 
document  in the scope of its environmental impacts is conducted by ME 
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