Item 7(b)
Supporting equitable and sustainable water
allocation in the transboundary context

Programme of Work 2019-21
3.3.1 Development of a handbook on water allocation in the transboundary context
Work will start with a global review of water allocation arrangements in transboundary basins.

The publication will include references to relevant tools & information resources & examples of:
(a) prerequisites (e.g., institutional framework, data sharing) for agreeing on water allocations;
(b) options and approaches that can be followed technically and legally;
(c) relevant considerations in designing a process to agree on water allocation; and
(d) the benefits that can be drawn from agreeing on water allocation.
The experience in implementing existing allocation arrangements will be taken into account.
The development of the handbook will be supported by an Expert Group which will meet twice.

Handbook on Transboundary Water Allocation
AUDIENCE
The handbook’s primary audience will be government officials, basin authorities and
water sector practitioners working at different levels (local, national, intergovernmental) of governance of shared rivers, lakes and aquifers.
PURPOSE
It aims to be a practical guide providing an overview of the key elements, frameworks
and modalities to consider in the application of water allocation in basins.

FORMAT
It will take the form of a compendium style Handbook, covering the major topics and
exemplar case studies to illustrate key elements of transboundary water allocation in
different contexts, with a bibliography of specific references for further research as the
Handbook user may need.

Programme of Work 2019-21
3.3.2 Organization of regional workshops on water allocation
Two regional workshops on water allocation will be organized:
• April/May 2020 in Budapest, Hungary for countries in the EU, Eastern Europe and Caucaus.
• July/August 2020 in Nur-Sultan for countries in Central Asia and neighbouring regions.
Likely that a third one will be held (to be confirmed) in Africa in late 2020.
Final publication to be launched
The manual will be translated into French, Russian and Spanish and published.
Launched at the ninth Meeting of the Parties in October-November 2021 in Estonia.

Purpose of the Regional Workshops
Obtain feedback on latest draft Handbook sections
• Workshops will be used to disseminate sections of the Handbook for feedback
• Allow for more detailed review & discussion based on language/regional focus

Gather detailed information & resources on case studies, assess any problems
• Case studies from those regions will be discussed & further resources collected
• Identify alternative case studies if any are seen as too challenging for the region
Legitimacy and utility of the publication
• Generate interest and buy-in from officials / representatives in different regions
• Road-testing usefulness of the publication with practitioners to edit if needed
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Key contacts, roles & responsibilities
UNECE Water Convention Secretariat (Remy Kinna & Annukka Lipponen)
• Over-arching coordination of the Handbook, convene meetings, finalise drafts
Expert Group
• Technical advice and feedback, provide case study inputs, additional resources

Hungary (Peter Kovacs) & IWAC (Zhanar Mautanova)
• Coordinating the initial two regional workshops in 2020
Handbook Project Team (key contacts: Antti Belisnkij & Anna-Stiina Heiskanen)
• University of Eastern Finland and the Finnish Environment Institute (SYKE)
• Draft all sections of the Handbook, coordinate inputs/reviews
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