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Economic Commission for Europe

• Set up in 1947 by ECOSOC – one of five UN Regional Commissions

• Promotes economic integration and cooperation among member countries 
and promotes actions towards achieving sustainable development

• Policy debate (policies; good practice; experience)
• Norms and standards (guidelines; conventions)
• Technical cooperation

• Provides a platform to draw up regional views/inputs to global processes 
and a mechanism for regional implementation of outcomes of global UN 
Conferences 



UNECE membership - 56 countries
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UNECE supports countries to achieve the SDGs
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UNECE MEAs

Public 
authorities

Business/ 
science

Public

Country B

Business/ 
science

Public
authorities

Public

Country A

Human wellbeing &
Environment

Human wellbeing &
Environment

Air quality Water quality & access to 
safe drinking water Safe industry

Environmental impact 
assessment

Public access to 
justice

Public 
participation



UNECE MEAs – recent focus
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Increasing support for 
implementation & compliance
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UNECE Industrial Accidents Convention

Assists Parties to prevent industrial accidents that can have 
transboundary effects and to prepare for, and respond to, accidents if 

they occur



Industrial Accidents Convention and SDGs

Protects human health from 
hazardous chemicals by reducing the 
risk of technological disasters 
releasing chemical substances

Prevents accidental water pollution 
from industrial accidents 

Promotes safe & sustainable 
management of industrial 
installations 

Encourages integrated policies (land-
use planning/siting) to achieve 
resilience to disasters, in line with the 
Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk 
Reduction

Prevents accidental release of 
chemicals, thus contributing to their 
environmentally sound 
management (Annex I)

Strengthens the link between 
natural and man-made disasters 
(NATECH)

Ensures public information and 
participation in the prevention of,  
preparedness for and response to 
industrial accidents 



Industrial Accidents Convention Sendai 
Framework priorities for action
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