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Information Note 

Sub-regional Workshop 

Enhancing transboundary water cooperation in the North Africa region 

20-21 December 2017 

Tunis, Tunisia 

 

1. Background 

In the light of common threats of declining water resources, increased pollution and extreme weather 

events, integrated water resources management at all levels, including through transboundary 

cooperation has become imperative. This is underlined in the Sustainable Development Goal 6 and in 

regional commitments such as the 2017 Ministerial Declaration of the Union for the Mediterranean 

(UfM) Water Ministers on the UfM Water Agenda and the 2015 Water strategy in the Western 

Mediterranean of the 5+5 Dialogue.  

This is especially important in the North Africa region, where water is a very scarce resource, under 

pressure from a continually increasing demand. Socio-economic development in the region results in 

growing inter-sectoral trade-offs for the use of limited water resources, and droughts and floods 

events complicate the management of such resources. In that context, water uses have to be balanced 

and fulfil the various needs required by the agricultural, domestic, industrial and energy sectors, while 

preserving ecosystems. In addition, water management requires integrating regional basins 

specificities, socio-economic profiles and environmental characteristics of countries.  

Countries from the North Africa region share transboundary basins, where both transboundary 

surface and groundwater resources play an important role for the development of the region. 

Transboundary water cooperation therefore appears as an imperative. Various legal, technical and 

policy options are available for riparian countries to jointly manage and develop shared water basins 

and therefore achieve mutual satisfaction and multiple benefits. However, the majority of basins are 

not yet covered by operational arrangements for water cooperation. 

Over the past 20 years, the Convention on the Protection and Use of Transboundary Watercourses 

and International Lakes (Water Convention), which secretariat is hosted by the United Nations 

Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE), has assisted countries in the pan-European region to 

strengthen their legal and institutional basis for transboundary cooperation through the development 

of guidelines, soft-law instruments, projects on the ground, exchange of experiences and the support 

to entering into agreements. Since 2016, the Water Convention has become a global multilateral legal 

framework for transboundary water cooperation, open for accession by all United Nations Member 

States. 
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In that context, the Water Convention can offer a solid cooperation framework also for the countries 
in the North Africa region. The Convention already engages several countries and organisations 
worldwide, including from North Africa, which regularly participate and share information, 
knowledge, expertise and good practices in workshops and events hosted under the Water 
Convention. The policy and technical guidance developed under it can be of help for the Northern 
Africa countries to develop cooperation at the regional and basin level along with the potential 
transferability and replicability of successful experiences elsewhere in the world. 
 
Building on previous work in the region, the workshop will explore transboundary water cooperation 

and its benefits through specific topical discussions relevant to the specific context and needs of 

countries of the North Africa region. 

2. Aims and objectives 

The main objective of the workshop is to contribute to the strengthening of transboundary water 

cooperation on the North Africa region. 

More particularly, the workshop will aim at: 

- Highlighting the benefits of transboundary water cooperation that can be a lever for boosting 

regional development by creating shared socio-economic and investment-related, environmental, 

peace and security benefits 

- Sharing experience on how to improve transboundary water management in order to increase 

resilience to extreme events such as droughts and/or floods  

- Understanding how international water law, and in particular the Water Convention, can 

contribute towards strengthening transboundary water cooperation in the region and reviewing 

the interest and progress of countries in the region so far in acceding to it  

- Discussing the implementation of the Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 6 on water, specifically 

its target 6.5 on implementing IWRM at all levels, including through transboundary water 

cooperation 

 

3. Organization of work 

Keynote presentations, plenary debates and inter-active breakout sessions will allow discussing issues 

related to transboundary water management in North Africa and other regions of the world.  

The full programme of the workshop will be made available in November 2017. 
 

4. Participation 

The main target audience of the workshop will be delegates and experts from Northern Africa, 

countries, specifically from the following countries: Tunisia, Algeria, Morocco, Libya and Egypt, 

working on transboundary water cooperation. 

Given  the  topics that  will  be  discussed,  delegations  should  include  representatives  from  different  

relevant  ministries as appropriate, in particular water, environment and foreign affairs.  

It is expected that experts working on the following issues will participate from each country: 

transboundary water cooperation, water management in case of extreme weather events (droughts 

and floods), legal issues, and Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) implementation. 

Representatives of international organizations, non-governmental organizations, civil society, 

academia and donors will also attend. 
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5. Partners 

The workshop is jointly organized by UNECE and GWP-Med (Global Water Partnership - 

Mediterranean), under the Patronage of the Ministry of Agriculture, Water Resources and Fisheries of 

Tunisia. 

This workshop is organized in the framework of the project “Making cooperation happen in the 

Mediterranean”, and in particular its component to “Enhance transboundary water cooperation” 

implemented by GWP-Med (Global Water Partnership - Mediterranean) and UNECE, with financial 

support of SIDA (Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency).  

The workshop is a part of the programme of work for 2016–2018 of the Water Convention. It 
organized as a follow-up of previous regional and national activities on transboundary water 
cooperation in the Southern Mediterranean region: 

- 2012 (Rome, Italy): International Roundtable on Transboundary Water Resources 
Management in the Southern Mediterranean1 

- 2014 (Tunis, Tunisia): Legal frameworks for cooperation on transboundary waters – Key 
aspects and opportunities for the Arab countries2 

- 2015 (Budapest, Hungary): Promoting transboundary water cooperation in the Middle East 
and Northern Africa region on the basis of the Water Convention3  

- 2016 (Tunis, Tunisia): National workshop - Benefits of Cooperation and the Water Convention4  

 

6. Venue and practical information 

The workshop will be held in Tunis, Tunisia.  

Lunches and coffee breaks will be provided. A dinner will be offered on 20 December 2017. 

Working languages 

There will be simultaneous interpretation into Arabic and English. Please note that, in addition, 

interventions in French will be possible. 

Registration 

In order to register, nominated participants should send their letter of nomination and registration 

form to the UNECE secretariat <diane.guerrier@unece.org> and to GWP-Med 

<meriam@gwpmed.org> as soon as possible and no later than 27 November 2017. 

Visa 

Participants requiring an entry visa for Tunisia should initiate visa procedures at least three weeks 

before the meeting. Upon receipt of a formal nomination letter, on a request basis, a personalized 

letter of invitation can be provided to participants to facilitate the visa application process. 

 

 

 

                                                           
1 More information at: http://www.unece.org/index.php?id=30362 
2 More information at : http://www.unece.org/index.php?id=35454 
3 More information at : http://www.unece.org/index.php?id=40539 
4 More information at : http://www.unece.org/index.php?id=43657 
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Webpage of the workshop 

Further information and relevant material, such as the programme, practical information on the 

meeting venue, as well as on transport and accommodation in Tunis, will be available shortly at: 

http://www.unece.org/index.php?id=47322 and also communicated to the confirmed participants. 

 

http://www.unece.org/index.php?id=47322

