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The UNECE-WHO/Europe Protocol on Water and Health: supporting progress to set
targets and achieve equitable access to water and sanitation in Azerbaijan

Baku, 29 September 2015

Report

The meeting in Baku aimed at supporting progress to set national targets under the United Nations
Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) — World Health Organization Regional Office for Europe
(WHO/Europe) Protocol on Water and Health and to achieve equitable access to water and
sanitation. It was organized by UNECE at the request of the Government of Azerbaijan, with financial
support of the European Union Water Initiative and of the United Nations Development Account
project. It was co-chaired by Mr. Vaqif Abdullayev, Deputy General Director of the Republican
Hygiene and Epidemiology Centre, Ministry of Health, and Mr. Mutallim Abdulhasanov, Head of
sector, Ecology and nature protection policy division, Ministry of Ecology and Natural Resources.

The workshop was attended by over 40 representatives® of different ministries and agencies
responsible for water and health related issues covering almost all stakeholders that are relevant in
the implementation of the Protocol in Azerbaijan.

Process of setting national targets under the Protocol on Water and Health in the Republic of
Azerbaijan

In the first part of the workshop, the UNECE secretariat introduced the Protocol on Water and
Health, its provisions and main obligations, focusing on the process of setting targets, including
examples of targets set by other countries, and reporting on the achievements and challenges.

The representatives of the ministries of ecology and natural resources and of health informed about
the general situation with water and health in the country and the significant progress achieved in
the last years, as health and well-being of the population had been a priority for the Government of
Azerbaijan. Aiming at further improvement of the situation, the two ministries, with support of a
dedicated expert group, carried out a baseline analysis and started the target setting process. The
presentation of the 11 target areas prioritized by the country prompted an active discussion on the
remaining challenges and issues that would need to be addressed to enhance the current situation.

The following issues, inter alia, were raised by the participants: developing water-related norms and
standards that would be harmonized with the relevant European Union legislation, lack of regulatory
framework in the area of climate change adaptation and water management in case of emergency
situations and extreme weather events, wastewater management and re-use, laboratories
equipment, developing river basin management plans and raising awareness of the water and health
issues among the population. The transboundary dimension of the Protocol also raised a number of
guestions. It was agreed that some of the issue discussed would be taken into consideration in the
draft targets to the extent possible.

! Cf List of participants in Annex 1



The workshop participants discussed and agreed on the timeline and next steps in the target setting

process:

Date Activity

October 2015 Finalization of the baseline analysis and the draft targets by the expert group

November 2015 | Informal consultation on the draft targets among the workshop participants and
all relevant ministries and agencies — by the Ministry of Health, with support of
Ministry of Ecology and Natural Resources

December 2015 | Possibility to provide comments by the joint secretariat. Possibly comments by
WHO Country Office and Compliance Committee

January 2016 — | Official consultation of the draft targets among the workshop participants and all

beginning of relevant ministries and agencies — by the Ministry of Health, with support of

April 2016 Ministry of Ecology and Natural Resources

Beginning April | NPD Steering Committee meeting (back-to-back with the multi-stakeholders

2016 (dates tbc) | workshop on equitable access) to review the advance drafts of national targets
and recommend official approval

June 2016 Official approval of targets (most likely at the level of Cabinet of Ministers — to be
confirmed)

June- Publication of the national targets set, communication to the joint secretariat,

September promotion (activities to be confirmed)

2016

The work will be continued with support of the joint secretariat of the Protocol on Water and Health
and the National Policy Dialogue in Azerbaijan.

Launch of the self-assessment exercise of equitable access to water and sanitation in Azerbaijan

Access to water and sanitation has been a State priority and progress was made in improving access
to water and sanitation in the country, in particular through the rehabilitation of small scale water
supply systems in 35 villages by Azersu and the construction of additional water pipelines. Still, many
challenges remain, such as the contamination of waters of transboundary rivers used for drinking
water, the increasing deficit in water reservoirs due to droughts and the need to revise norms and

standards.

The UNECE secretariat presented the international obligations to ensure equitable access to water
and sanitation according to the Human Right to Water and Sanitation and to the Protocol on Water
and Health. The main inequities faced in access can include geographical disparities, economic

disparities with affordability issues and social disparities with barriers in access faced by vulnerable

groups.

UNECE introduced the Equitable Access Score-card?, a self-assessment tool that can be used to
establish a detailed diagnosis of the situation of equitable access to water and sanitation, and
highlighted that this self-assessment was a voluntary exercise; its outcomes (in particular the final
scores) shouldn’t be used to compare countries but to track progress in one country.

The representative of the Ministry of Health presented the proposed plans for the equitable self-
assessment exercise at the national level in Azerbaijan. The participants welcomed the proposed
project and agreed with its objectives:

- Achieve a better understanding of the situation and challenges related to equitable access to water
and sanitation in Azerbaijan;

> The publication The Equitable Access Score-card: Supporting policy processes to achieve the human right to
water and sanitation is available at : www.unece.org/index.php?id=34032. Translation into Azerbaijani is
planned within the next months.



http://www.unece.org/index.php?id=34032

- Develop a comprehensive overview of the existing policy measures to address inequities in access
to water and sanitation and identify possible gaps;

- Inform the target setting process under the Protocol on Water and Health in Azerbaijan on the
issue of access to water and sanitation.

The organization of the equitable access self-assessment exercise was approved as detailed below:

- a project core team will implement the project. It will be led by the Republican Hygiene and
Epidemiology Centre under the Ministry of Health and the Ministry of Ecology and Natural
Resources. An independent expert on water issues as well as representatives of Azersu, BDU and the
office of the Human Rights Ombudsman of Azerbaijan will also be part of the core team and will
ensure the complementary of expertise. In addition, UNECE will explore the possibility to hire a
consultant to compile inputs received;

- a broad number of institutions and stakeholders will be invited to fill specific parts of the
Score-card, based on their domain of action. All institutions present at the workshop will be
requested to share relevant data and information. In addition, participants advised to invite
contributions from the State Agency on Standardization, the Ministry of Finance, the Ministry of
Labor and Social Protection, the Association of Municipalities and an institution (to be defined)
supervising migrants (for example seasonal workers) in the country as well as NGOs. Regional
centers of Public Health in a limited number of regions, to be selected to represent the variety of
possible equity challenges faced, will also be consulted.

Representatives from the Ministry of Justice, Ministry of Education and the office of the
Ombudsman briefed participants about some existing policies and on-going activities to improve
access or challenges faced. Possible synergies were identified: Ministry of Justice - Azersu for the
provision of water in penitentiaries, Ministry of Education — Ministry of Health for the monitoring of
water quality in schools.

Participants of the countries agreed that the timeline for the equitable access self-assessment
exercise should be aligned to the target setting process in order to make it possible that the findings
of the equity assessment can influence the setting of targets. Therefore, the schedule of the project
was approved as follows:

Date

Activity

By end October
2015

Equitable Access Score-card translated into Azerbaijani

Early November
2015

Invitation sent to different institutions to fill some specific parts of the Equitable
Access Score card

By early | Institutions to send information to project core team

December 2015

December 2015 | Project core team to compile information, request any missing data, draft
- February | situation analysis

2016

End March or
Beginning April
2016

Multi-stakeholders workshop organized (back-to-back with NPD Steering
Committee meeting) to review findings of the self-assessment, identify possible
gaps, and discuss possible policy options and action plan to tackle main equity
disparities




Annex 1

List of Participants

Ne Name, surname Organization Contact details
1 Vagif Abdullayev Ministry of Health, Republican vagifabdullayev@gmail.com
Hygiene and Epidemiology Centre, 0503168925
Deputy general director
2 Leylakhanum Taghizade Ministry of Health, Republican +994124217902 (work)
Hygiene and Epidemiology Centre, +994503521813 (mob)
Head of division leylatagizadeh@yahoo.com
3 Eldar Abdullayev Ministry of Health, Republican Dr.eldar@inbox.ru
Hygiene and Epidemiology Centre 0503360787
4 Fakhrim Mammadov Ministry of Health, Republican 0558762400
Hygiene and Epidemiology Centre
5 Gulzar Mammadova Ministry of Health, Republican Veneralll2@inbox.ru
Hygiene and Epidemiology Centre 0504106901
6 Zohra Mammadova Ministry of Health, Republican Zohre.mammadova@gmail.com
Hygiene and Epidemiology Centre 0556336090
7 Yunis Aslanov Ministry of Health, Republican Yunis.aslanov@gmail.com
Hygiene and Epidemiology Centre 0518118112
8 Mutallim Abdulhasanov Ministry of Ecology and Natural +994125983954 (work)
Resources, Ecology and nature +994503154153 (mob)
protection policy division, Head of mabdulhasanov@gmail.com
sector
9 Aytan Rzayeva Ministry of Ecology and Natural +994125387073 (work)
Resources, Ecology and nature +994554554142 (mob)
protection policy division, Leading aytanrzayeva84@gmail.com
adviser a.rzaeva@eco.gov.az
10 Matanat Avazova Ministry of Ecology and Natural mavazova@mail.ru
Resources, National Environmental 0557465162
Monitoring Department, Deputy
director
11 Vasif Aliyev Ministry of Ecology and Natural Aliyevvasifl@gmail.com
Resources, Environmental Pollution 0554554104
Monitoring Center, Head
12 Tural Huseynov Ministry of Ecology and Natural Thuseynov90@gmail.com
Resources, International cooperation 0552607700
division, Adviser
13 Kamran Garakhanov WHO Country Office suleymanovaj@euro.who.int
0502165180
14 Tahir Ismayilov Azerbaijan Amelioration and Water +994124985924 (work)
Farm Joint Stock Company. Science, +994517601861 (mob)
project, construction and foreign ismaylovbaku@mail.ru
relations division, head adviser
15 Rana Lazimova State Statistical Committee reual@a2stad.org
0557573664
16 Yashar Omarov Ministry of Education, Higher +994503300125 (mob)
education division. Leading adviser
17 Zakir Musayev Azerbaijan University of Architecture Zakirsamed47 @ mail.ru
and Construction, Water economy and 0506166334
engineer communication systems
faculty, Dean
18 Farhad Hasanov Ministry of Justice, head of division Farhad Hasanov@mail.ru
0503116856
19 Sultan Gurbanov Ministry of Justice, leading adviser Si-1960@mail.ru
0504651589
20 Ilyas Zeynalov Ministry of Labour and Social +994505724352 (mob)
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Protection of Population, adviser

ilyaszeynalov@gmail.com

21 Zaur Aliyev Human rights Ombudsman, Head of m.nacofoglu@yahoo.com
division 0506697657
22 Jeyhun Mammadov Public Health and Reform Center,
Director
23 Mushfig Ibishov Ministry of Economy and Industry, Mushfig.ibishov@mail.ru
Apartment - communal policy sector, 0552270439
leading adviser
24 Arif Akhundov Ministry of Emergency Situations Arif.akhundov@fhn.gov.az
0506345705
25 Sahib Hasanzade Ministry of Emergency Situations Sahib540@mail.ru
0503134666
26 Akhmad Mammadov Independent expert on water issues akhmadmammadov@hotmail.com
0503551092
27 Islam Mustafayev NGO Environmental Society “Ruzgar”
28 Anar Nuriyev Independent expert
29 Rafig Verdiyev Member of the Bureau of the UNECE r.verdiyev@mail.ru
Water Convention 0703485884
30 Elkin Rustamov “Azersu” JSC 0502872798
31 Ulviya Abdullaeva EU delegation Ulviya.abdullaeva@eeas.europa.eu
0503982323
32 Jeanene Mitchell University of Washington Jmm2170@uw.edu
33 Peep Mardiste UNECE Peep.mardiste@unece.org
35 Chantal Demilecamps UNECE Chantal.demilecamps@unece.org
35 Nataliya Nikiforova UNECE Nataliya.nikiforova@unece.org
36 Palvit Yusifov Ministry of Education p.yusifov@effiedu.gov.az
37 Shehla Mizzezade Jaliyya Nazisliyi ISIM Mizzezade shehla@mail.ru
0507909965
38 Samir Efendiyev Jaliyya Nazisliyi ISIM efendiyev@hotmail.com
39 Gulieva Aytm BDU-cografiya Gulieval959@mail.ru
0503308005
40 Sadihova Nigar BDU-cografiya Sadihova.nigar@mail.ru

0504807772
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