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Relevant legislation 
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• Based on Article 196 Lisbon 
Treaty (co-decision with EP 
and Council) 

• Entry into force 1 January 
2014 

• Repeals Decision 
2007/162/EC (Civil 
Protection Financial 
Instrument) and Decision 
2007/779/EC (Mechanism 
Decision) 

• Sets out rules on matters 
covered in Article 32(1) of 
Decision 1313/2013 

• Entry into force 17 October 
2014 

• Repeals all previous 
implementing decisions i.e. 
Decision 2004/277/EC, 
Euratom (rules for implemen-
tation, including modules and 
TAST) and Decision 
2007/606/EC, Euratom 
(transport provisions) 

+ 

Decision 1313/2013/EU of 
the European Parliament 

and of the Council 

Commission 
Implementing Decision 

2014/762/EU 



Cornerstones of Decision No 1313/2013/EU 
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Why the ERCC ?  

 Prepare for and respond to disasters inside and 
outside the EU 
• Legal and operational requirements for COM in terms of early 

warning, coordination and support of MS' assistance (e.g. 
transport funding)  

• Greater emphasis on planning and preparing for disasters 

 Organizational changes 
• Merger of civil protection and humanitarian aid 

• Review of Commission coordination processes (e.g. Argus) 

 Institutional changes and legislative initiatives 
• Lisbon Treaty (e.g. Solidarity Clause) 

• New Union Civil Protection Mechanism 

 



What can the ERCC offer?  

 Continuous monitoring and coordination 
• 24/7 capacity with instant reactivity inside and outside EU 

• Experts and relief teams worldwide, humanitarian budget. 
Coordination with ECHO offices/Delegations. 

 Operations rooms and liaison offices 
• Management of multiple emergencies simultaneously  

• Real-time information sharing (e.g. Crisis Flash and Crisis Report)  
and coordination with partners (e.g. Commission and EEAS) 

 Tools and resources 
• Early warning, scientific analysis, mapping capacities, transport 

and logistics, videoconferencing facilities, network of Civil 
Protection authorities and ECHO field presence 

 Public space 
• Meeting space (outreach to partners, stakeholders, scientific 

community) 



Monitoring Tools 

GDACS: Global Disaster 
Alert And Coordination 
System 

EFAS - European Flood Awareness System: Floods 
forecasting and Flood alerts 

Weather monitoring 

EFFIS – European 
Forest Fire Information 
System: Fires 
forecasting 
 

http://www.meteoalarm.eu/


Information 

CECIS: Common 
Emergency Communication 
and Information System 

ECHO/ERCC Portal 

ECHO Daily Flash 

ECHO Crisis Reports Website: 
www.europa.eu/echo 

ECHO Daily Map 
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ERCC:  Three Main Functions  

1. Coordination of disaster response within the 
framework of the new Union civil protection 
legislation 

 

2. Coordination platform for humanitarian aid and 
civil protection operations 

 

3. Enhanced coordination hub for the whole 
Commission and broader EU 

 
 



Types of disasters covered by UCPM 

• Natural disasters 
 
- Floods, earthquakes, forest fires, cyclones 
 

• Manmade disasters 
 
- Environmental disasters (HU alkali sludge accident 2010) 
 
- Complex emergencies (Iraq, Syria, Refugee Flow – W Balkans) 
 

• Health emergencies 
 
- Ebola epidemic 
 

• Assistance to consular support 
 
- Evacuation of EU citizens from Libya, Yemen and TCN from Tunisia/Egypt 
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ERCC as HA-CP coordination hub 

1. Joint Situational Awareness – ECHO internal 
coordination meetings every morning 

2. ECHO rapid response capacity 

3. Coordination of in-kind (CP) and financial (HA) 
assistance 

4. Deployment of coordination and assessment 
teams – joint assessments by HA and CP experts 
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Disasters – joint EU action 

 ECHO-SANTE-DEVCO-EEAS: West Africa – Ebola 

Virus Outbreak 

 ENER: Expertise and Dosimeters (Fukushima) 

 EEAS / JUST: Libya consular assistance 

 



Disasters – joint EU action 

 EEAS/EUMS/ECHO: Military transport of assistance to 

Pakistan 

 EEAS/ECHO: Disaster preparedness mission to Nepal 

2013  



Disasters – joint EU action 

 GROW: Emergency Management Service Mapping 

 JRC: early warning systems, mapping, analyses 

 

 
European Flood 

Awareness System 

European Forest Fire 

Information System 



ERCC as Coordination Hub for 
Commission and Broader EU 

1. Entry point for Solidarity Clause activations 

 
2. Entry point for the activation of Integrated 

Political Crisis Response (IPCR) arrangements 
 

3. Distribution of Integrated Situational Awareness 
and Analysis (ISAA) 

 
 
 
 



EU Civil Protection Mechanism Activations in 2015 

Ukraine – Conflict 

Jan 2015 

Albania – Floods 
Feb 2015 

Malawi – Floods 
Jun - Aug 2015 

Nepal – Earthquake 
Apr-May 2015 

Greece - Forest Fires 
Jul 2015 

Albania – Floods   
Mar 2015  

Ukraine – Emergency 
Preparedness  
Apr-May 2015 

Yemen - Conflict 
Apr 2015  

West Africa - Ebola Virus Disease 
Outbreak 

Jan-Aug 2015 

Malawi – Floods   
Jan–Feb 2015 

Guatemala – River 
Contamination/Chemical Spill 

Jul 2015  

© European Union, 2015. Map produced by EC-JRC The boundaries and the names shown on this map do not imply official endorsement or acceptance by the European Union. 

Hungary – Refugee Crisis 
Jun & Sep 2015 

The former Yugoslav 
Republic of Macedonia – 

Floods 
Aug 2015 

HUNGARY 

YEMEN 
GUATEMALA 

THE FORMER YUGOSLAV 
REPUBLIC OF MACEDONIA    

Participating States that 
have offered assistance 

Austria  

Belgium 

Bulgaria  

Croatia  

Cyprus 

Czech Republic  

Denmark  

Estonia 

Finland  

France 

Germany  

Greece 

Hungary  

Ireland 

Italy  

Latvia  

Lithuania  

Luxembourg 

Malta  

Montenegro 

Netherlands 

Norway  

Poland  

Portugal  

Romania  

Slovakia 

Slovenia  

Spain 

Sweden  

United Kingdom  

Greece – Refugee Crisis 
Dec 2015 

Indonesia - Forest Fires 
Dec 2015 

Croatia – Refugee Crisis 
Oct 2015 

Slovenia – Refugee Crisis 
Oct 2015 

Serbia – Refugee Crisis 
Oct 2015 

Myanmar/Burma – 
Floods 

Aug 2015 

Paraguay – Fire/Pollution 
Nov 2015  

Bangladesh  - Oil Spill 
Jan 2015  

IRAQ 

Iraq - Conflict 
Oct 2015  

INDONESIA 

ALBANIA 

CROATIA 

PARAGUAY 

SLOVENIA 

GREECE 

SERBIA 

MALAWI 

GUINEA 

WEST 
AFRICA 

NEPAL 

MALI 

BANGLADESH 

MYANMAR / BURMA 

UKRAINE 

Total number of activations: 26  

Total number of Participating States that have contributed: 
30 



Emergency Response Coordination Centre (ERCC) 

Thank you for your attention 
DG ECHO – Humanitarian Aid and Civil Protection 

http://ec.europa.eu/echo/ 

T: +32 2 29 21112 
@: echo-ercc@ec.europa.eu 

http://ec.europa.eu/echo/

