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Neighbourhood of industrial sites and housing 
areas

Challenges in day to day operations
• Emissions (noise, chemicals)
• Proper handling of hazardous goods
• Transportation of hazardous goods

Challenges in case of an accident
• Hazardous emissions
• Security of residents

Contribution of spatial planning: 
• Coordination of different demands on land use 
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Principles of spatial planning in Switzerland

Principles: Art. 75 of the Constitution of Switzerland: 
• Suitable and economical land use
• Ordered settlement of the country

Goals: Art. 1 of the federal law on spatial planning
• The Confederation, the Cantons and the Communes ensure 

the economical land use
• They coordinate their spatial activities and realize an ordered 

settlement 
• They respect the environment and consider the demands of the 

population and the economy
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Coordination of different demands

Housing Shopping

Nature Transportation
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Scenarios and strategies
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Instruments of spatial planning: 
Canton: structure plan (“Richtplan”)
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Instruments of spatial planning: 
Communes: detailed land use plan (“Nutzungsplan”)
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Man darf nie aufhören, 
sich die Welt vorzustellen, 
wie sie am vernünftigsten wäre.

Friedrich Dürrenmatt

One must never cease
to imagine the world
at it‘s most reasonable state

Friedrich Dürrenmatt


