15th December 2009

UNECE CLRTAP 27th Executive Body

European HBCD Industry Working Group Intervention

Dear Chairman, Parties,

Thank you for the opportunity to address this meeting of the Executive Body. 
My name is Gordon Dawkins and I work for INEOS NOVA, a major Expandable Polystyrene producer; I am here today speaking on behalf of Plastics Europe and the Polystyrene Foam industry. I am also a member of the HBCD industry working group that brings together HBCD producers and users in the polystyrene insulation foam sector, the major application of HBCD. 

The PS Foam sector is a large industry with around 1.8Million Tonnes/year produced in Europe. Over 200 Million homes are insulated with polystyrene foams, which represents 1/3 of the European building market. Thus the industry plays a major role in energy saving and the reduction of greenhouse gases, part of the armoury to fight climate change.

The polystyrene foam industry employs 65000 workers (direct and indirect employment) in around 1000 sites across Europe in production of EPS bead, conversion of EPS, and production of XPS to produce PS Foam, the major proportion being used in construction, most of which uses HBCD (~700 sites).
HBCD is thus a live substance with an important role to play in the polystyrene insulation foams sector. Indeed it is vital; as the only available, effective and feasible means of meeting regulatory fire safety standards in both EPS and XPS polystyrene insulation foams. HBCD provides a high degree of flame retardancy when used at very low concentrations. Without HBCD, EPS and XPS foams would not meet these fire safety regulations and therefore would not be allowed in construction if HBCD were to be removed from the market.

There are currently no commercially and technically feasible alternatives to HBCD in PS foam insulation foams.

A project was set up 7 years ago working with the flame retardant producers, and several materials have now been short listed by the industry as candidates in the search for sustainable alternatives.
The industry faces major challenges:

· Complexity and timescale of HSE testing to demonstrate that alternatives are genuinely sustainable.
· Investments and technical challenges needed to build production plant, to produce the alternatives to supply the whole industry.

· Adaption of EPS, XPS processes, and approval in applications.

As an industry we are committed to developing an alternative to HBCD as soon as possible and to minimising emissions of HBCD into the environment. However industry needs sufficient time to complete this major transition.

It is critical that Parties strongly consider granting exemptions for the use of HBCD in polystyrene foams to ensure a transition.

With regards to the decision on the table today at this Executive Body Conference, the impending negative impact of the closure of Track A discussions is already being felt in the market. 

Following the recommendations made during the 45th WGSR we are working to have the Dr Jon Arnot report peer reviewed as soon as possible. In this respect, we request that track A be kept open, in parallel with track B discussions as it is the case for another compound, in order to allow the parties to take into consideration this peer reviewed scientific report on HBCD. 

We call on all Parties to support our sector which is so necessary, particularly in light of the energy efficiency needed to meet the global climate challenge, by ensuring a proper transition time for replacement of HBCD in polystyrene insulation foams.

Thank you, Chairman
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