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	UNITED NATIONS 

ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR EUROPE
	MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT AND WATER

HUNGARY



WORKSHOP ON TRANSBOUNDARY ACCIDENTAL WATER POLLUTION, LIABILITY AND COMPENSATION: 

CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES

Budapest, Pala-ház, 21–22 May 2007

Preliminary agenda 

MONDAY 21 MAY
9.00 - 9.30  
Registration

Chairperson:   Mr. Jürg Bally, Federal Office for the Environment, Switzerland

9.30 - 9.45
Opening statement by Mr. Kaj Barlund, Director, Environment, Housing and Land Management, United Nations Economic Commission for Europe

9.45 - 10.00
Opening statement by a Dr. György Erdey, State Secretary for Law and Coordination, Ministry of Environment  and Water, Hungary

SESSION I:    INTRODUCTION 

10.00 - 10.40
Water pollution accidents with transboundary effects and their legal consequences

Speakers: Mr. Péter Kovács and Ms. Zsuzsa Kocsis-Kupper, Ministry of Environment and Water, Hungary

10.40 – 11.20
How to assess damage, including environmental damage 
Speaker: Mr. Giuseppe Di Marco, Italian National Agency for Environmental Protection and Technical Services
11.20 - 11.50 
Coffee break

11.50 - 12.30
Introductory remarks on different liability and compensation regimes (state, civil liability, polluter pays principle, etc) and existing legal instruments 

Speaker: Prof. Attila Tanzi, University of Bologna, Italy 

12.30 - 13.30 
Lunch break  

13.30 - 14.00 
Existing European Union legislation and future perspective on liability and compensation 

Speaker: Mr. Charles Pirotte, European Commission, DG Environment

14.00 – 14.30
The objective and the essence of the Protocol on Civil Liability and its relation to other liability instruments  

Speaker: Ms. Zinovia Stavridi, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Greece
SESSION II:
PRACTICAL IMPLEMENTATION

Chairperson: Mr. Jürg Bally, Federal Office for the Environment, Switzerland

14:30 - 16:00 
Experts’ presentations on the different situations in the region related to the implementation of liability regimes and to the steps taken towards ratification of the Protocol on Civil Liability, including related problems and concerns 
· Dr. Gábor Baranyai, Hungary 

· Mr. Jürg Bally, Switzerland
· Ms. Dragana Milovanovic, Serbia 

· Mrs. Svetlana Stirbu, Moldova

16:00 - 16:20 
Coffee break

16:20 - 18:30 
General discussion 

All participants are expected to contribute to the discussion and share information on the legal situation in their countries with regard to liability and compensation, in particular related to damage to transboundary waters from the effects of industrial accidents; the advantages and the added value of an international legal framework on civil liability, and in particular of the Protocol on Civil Liability; and the problems related to its ratification and possible solutions.  

18.30

Reception offered by the Hungarian Government

TUESDAY 22 MAY
SESSION III: SPECIFIC ASPECTS

Chairperson: Ms. Zinovia Stavridi, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Greece
9.30 - 10.00
Challenges and opportunities for the insurance sector

Speaker: Mr. Piotr Wojcik, HDI-Gerling Poland Insurance Company
10.00 - 10.30
The role of the chemical industry between prevention and remediation
Speaker: Mrs. Anne Rose Lambers, European Chemical Industry Council

10.30 - 11.00
Compensation for the damage – local level perspective 

Speaker: Ms. Erika Mayer, President of the Pan-European Jurists' Union

11.00 – 11.20
Coffee break

SESSION IV: WRAPPING UP AND CONCLUSIONS

Chairpersons: Ms. Zinovia Stavridi, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Greece

Mr. Tibor Faragó, Ministry of Environment and Water, Hungary

Mr. Jürg Bally, Federal Office for the Environment, Switzerland   

11.20 - 13.30: Concluding discussion on findings, recommendations and the way forward to the Belgrade Ministerial Conference “Environment for Europe” 

13.30

Closing of the workshop
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