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Introduction

1.     As part of the work plan agreed upon at the first meeting of the Parties 
to the Convention on Environmental Impact Assessment in a Transboundary Context,
the Netherlands agreed to act as a lead country for an activity on aspects of
bilateral and multilateral cooperation (ECE/MP.EIA/2, annex VI).

2.     The objective of this activity is to share information and experience on
what Parties and non-Parties have achieved through bilateral and/or multilateral
agreements or arrangements to implement their obligations under the Convention.
On the basis of the collected experiences, further guidance will be developed for
bi- and multilateral agreements or arrangements.
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3.     Article 8 of the Convention provides that the Parties may continue

existing or enter into new bilateral or multilateral agreements or arrangements

or other arrangements in order to implement their obligations under this

Convention. Such agreements or other arrangements may be based on the elements

listed in Appendix VI to the Convention.

4.    Bilateral or multilateral arrangements or agreements are not a

precondition for the application, the ratification or the entry into force of

the Convention or a requirement for its implementation. However, practice has

shown that bilateral arrangements or agreements are a useful tool for the

effective application of the Convention. 

5.     In 1994, before the entry into force of the Convention, a workshop for 

which Austria and the Netherlands acted as lead countries was devoted to this

issue. This workshop, which took place in Baarn (Netherlands), resulted in a

list of key elements for inclusion in bilateral or multilateral agreements or

arrangements.  This included practical issues such as: designation of contact

points, establishment of a joint body, how to notify, how to inform and involve

the public, how to arrange consultations between the Parties, translations and

financial aspects. The outcome of this workshop is included in the publication

“Current Policies, Strategies and Aspects of Environmental Impact Assessment in

a Transboundary Context”(ECE/CEP/9,  Environmental Series No.6).

6.     Since the entry into force of the Convention in September 1997, practical

experience with the application of the Convention and with the preparation of

bilateral or multilateral agreements or arrangements has been gathered.  This

information has been used as background material for a study carried out for a

workshop on examples of the practical application of the Convention. At the

workshop, which took place in Helsinki, on 31 May-1 June 1999, it became clear

that for many practical problems bilateral agreements seem to provide a good

solution (see document MP.EIA/WG.1/1999/5).

 

Method of work 

7.     To carry out this activity, the focal points for the Convention on

Environmental Impact Assessment in a Transboundary Context will receive a

request for information on bilateral or multilateral agreements on the

implementation of the Convention. They will be asked to send the text of (draft) 

agreements or information on their efforts to prepare and implement bilateral or

multilateral agreements or arrangements.

8.     On the basis of the replies, a compendium of bilateral and multilateral

agreements and arrangements will be compiled and a workshop programme will be 
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developed. In the light of the experience with the practical application of the 

Convention,  it can be expected that the workshop will concentrate on certain

major issues which occur regularly, such as,  information regarding contact

points; how to inform the public and how to organize public hearings; when to

apply post-project analysis; and how to organize for translation, if needed.   

9.     The programme of the workshop is expected to include a discussion of the

compendium of bilateral or multilateral agreements or arrangements, the process

of preparing these agreements or arrangements, as well as specific aspects to be

selected on the basis of the information received. Furthermore,  the workshop

will focus on the further elaboration of a draft guidance document, which will

be presented at the second meeting of the Working Group on Environmental Impact

Assessment for finalization and at the second meeting of the Parties for formal

adoption.

Time schedule

10.     The request for information to the focal points will be sent out before

the end of September 1999. The focal points will be asked to respond by the end

of October 1999.  The workshop is scheduled to take place in February 2000 in

the Netherlands. The compendium and the draft report of the workshop, including

the draft guidance document, will be submitted to the Working Group as its

second meeting, which will take place in May 2000.  The final documents will be

submitted to the Parties at their second meeting, which is to be held in October

2000.

 


