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1 Adoption of the agenda.

2. Exchange of information on nationd experiences and needs.

3. Legdly binding options for further developing the gpplication of the Convention to geneticaly
modified organisms.

4. Any other business,
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EXPLANATORY NOTES

The second meeting of the Working Group on Geneticaly Modified Organiams (GMOs) will
take place on 1-3 October 2003. The main task of the Working Group is to explore options for a
legaly binding approach to further developing the gpplication of the Convention to GMOs, including
through possible instruments, to select the most appropriate options and to develop these for
consideration and possible decison or adoption by the Parties at their second meeting (decision 1/4 of
the Meeting of the Parties). The Working Group is expected to continue its work on this task, taking
into account the experience acquired with the gpplication of public participation procedures to activities
with GMOs and the Guidelines on Access to Information, Public Participation and Access to Justice
with respect to GMOs, and the needs that have been identified.

ltem1 Adoption of the agenda

The Working Group isinvited to adopt the agenda as set out in the present document.

ltem2 Exchange of information on nationa experiences and needs

According to paragraph 34 of the Guidelines, the Parties should monitor and keep under
review the implementation of the Guiddines and report on their usefulness and the progress made in
implementation to the Mesting of the Parties. The Working Group agreed & its first meeting that, in the
first ingtance, awritten commenting procedure, whereby countries would report inter diaon any
experience acquired with the implementation of the Guiddines, would be the mogt effective way to
contribute to the process. To that end, the Working Group agreed that del egations should submit in
writing accounts of their nationa experiences with the application of public participation procedures to
activities with GMOs and with the Guiddines. In addition, delegations were invited to identify their
specific needs with respect to this process (MP.PP/AC.2/2003/2, para. 27). The Working Group is
expected to use thisinput as a basis for discussion.

Iltem3 Legdly binding options for further deve oping the application of the Convention to GMOs

At itsfirst meeting, the Working Group requested the secretariat to prepare an andysis of the
implications, including advantages and disadvantages, of possible legaly binding options for developing
the gpplication of the Conventionto GMOs (MP.PP/AC.2/2003/2, para. 28). The analysis should build
upon the exigting legd anaysis of the gpplication of the Convention to GMOs
(CEPWG.5/AC.3/2001/4) and should andlyse dl the options which were discussed in the first meeting
of the Working Group as well as additiona options proposed by delegations.
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The Working Group is expected to use thisanadysis as abasis for continuing itswork in
consdering and selecting the most appropriate option(s) for alegally binding approach to further
developing the application of the Convention to GMOs. The Working Group is dso expected to
consder how to further develop these options and to start preparatory work to this end.

ltem4 Any other busness

Delegates wishing to propose points under this item are requested to inform the secretariat as
soon as possible.



