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TERMINOLOGY 
 

Note by the secretariat 
 

 
The secretariat has received several working papers that use the terms “damage” and 
“damages”, respectively.  The Working Group is invited to note the different meaning 
of these terms.  
 
According to the Concise Oxford Dictionary: 
 
damage means: "harm or injury impairing the value or usefulness of something, or the 
health or normal function of a person" 

 
damages is a legal term meaning: "a sum of money claimed or awarded in 
compensation for a loss or an injury" (damages = compensation) 
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