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OVERVIEW OF THE TASKS UNDER THE CONVENTION
Note by the secretariat

Introduction

1. The present document is an overview of the tasks under the UN/ECE Convention on
the Transboundary Effects of Industrial Accidents at the national, bilateral and
intergovernmental levels.  It also provides information on the related tasks for the UN/ECE
secretariat – column 5.

2. The document was prepared in tabular format for easy reference. The tasks are listed
according to subject areas – column 1. Reference to specific provisions of the Convention
were included for all the tasks that are compulsory under the Convention. Other tasks that are
not compulsory but that had been proposed by the Meeting of the Signatories to the
Convention are included in square brackets.

3. The tasks at the intergovernmental level – column 4 – requiring international efforts to
be implemented constitute the long-term programme of work under the Convention
(CP.TEIA/2000/9, Part  One).
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C

om
petent

authority/ies
D

esignate or establish one or m
ore

com
petent authority/ies for the purposes

of the C
onvention (art. 17, para. 1)

Provide inform
ation on above

authority/ies to other Parties through the
secretariat w

ithin three m
onths of the

C
onvention’s entry into force

(art. 17, para. 3)

Provide inform
ation about changes

concerning the above authority/ies to
other Parties through the secretariat
w

ithin one m
onth of the date of such

decision (art. 17, para. 4)

C
om

m
unicate

inform
ation to all

Parties

M
aintain a list of

com
petent authorities

on the C
onvention’s

Internet hom
e page

 Identify hazardous activities w
ithin its

ow
n jurisdiction, in accordance w

ith the
categories of substances listed in annex I,
and according to guidelines and criteria
(see intergovernm

ental tasks – colum
n 4)

(art. 4, para. 1)

N
otify any potentially affected Party

of any existing (no later than tw
o

years after the C
onvention’s entry into

force) or proposed (as early as
possible but not later than w

hen
inform

ing ow
n public) hazardous

activity
(art. 4, para. 1, annex III, para. 2)

B
ilaterally discuss the identification

of hazardous activities
(art. 4, para. 2; and procedures –
annex III, inquiry com

m
ission –

annex II)

D
raw

 up guidelines and criteria for
the identification of hazardous
activities and adopt them
(art. 18, para. 6)

M
aintain a list of hazardous

activities
(annex X

II, para. 1 (e))

Support the draw
ing up

of guidelines and
criteria

Support the
m

aintenance of a list of
hazardous activities

Identification of
hazardous
activities

[D
evelop and m

aintain a m
ap of

hazardous activities w
ithin the

U
N

/EC
E region]
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Prevention

Take appropriate m
easures for the

prevention of industrial accidents (art. 6,
para. 1, and annex IV

)

R
equire operators to dem

onstrate the
safe perform

ance of the hazardous
activities
(art. 6, para. 2, and annex V

)

Exchange experience and assist in
introducing preventive m

easures
(annex X

II, para. 3 (a))

Plan and service
w

orkshops and
sem

inars

Points of
contact for
industrial
accident
notification

D
esignate or establish one point of

contact  (art. 17, para. 2)

Provide inform
ation on above point of

contact to other Parties through the
secretariat w

ithin three m
onths after the

C
onvention’s entry into force

(art. 17, para. 3)

Provide inform
ation about changes

concerning above point of contact to
other Parties through the secretariat
w

ithin one m
onth of the date of such

decision
(art. 17, para. 4)

K
eep point of contact operational at all

tim
es (art. 17, para. 5)

Facilitate the exchange of experience
and assist in establishing and
operating a point of contact
(arts. 15, 16 and annex X

I)

R
egularly train the points of contact

(annex IX
, para. 4)

C
om

m
unicate

inform
ation to all

Parties

M
aintain a list of

points of contact on the
C

onvention’s Internet
hom

e page

Plan and service
m

eetings and training
sessions for the points
of contact
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Establish and operate com

patible and efficient industrial accident notification system
s at appropriate (national, regional

and local) levels
(art. 10, para. 1)

Im
m

ediately notify the affected Parties, at appropriate levels through the above industrial accident notification system
s, in the

event of an accident w
hich causes or is capable of causing transboundary effects, or an im

m
inent threat thereof

(art. 10, para. 2, and annex IX
 - elem

ents of notification)

N
otify the affected Parties, at national level through the points of contact for the purpose of industrial accident notification,

pursuant to article 10
(art. 17, para. 2, and art. 10, para. 2)

R
egularly test and review

 the industrial accident notification system
s, including the U

N
/EC

E Industrial A
ccident

N
otification System

(annex IX
, para. 4)

K
eep the industrial accident notification system

s operational at all tim
es

(art. 17, para. 5)

[H
arm

onize and cooperate w
ith other

notification and alarm
 system

s]
[Support
harm

onization process]

Industrial
accident
notification
system

s

[D
evelop a m

anual for the points of
contact]

 [Support developm
ent

of m
anual]
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Points of
contact for
m

utual
assistance

D
esignate or establish one point of

contact (art. 17, para. 2)

Provide inform
ation on above point of

contact to other Parties through the
secretariat w

ithin three m
onths of the

C
onvention’s entry into force

(art. 17, para. 3)

Provide inform
ation about changes

concerning the above point of contact to
other Parties through the secretariat
w

ithin one m
onth of the date of such

decision (art. 17, para. 4)

K
eep point of contact operational at all

tim
es (art. 17, para. 6)

C
om

m
unicate

inform
ation to all

Parties

M
aintain a list of

points of contact on the
C

onvention’s Internet
hom

e page

Prom
ptly decide and inform

requesting Party w
hether assistance

could be rendered and its scope
(art. 12, para. 1)

C
ooperate w

ith Parties concerned to
facilitate provision of assistance
(art. 12, para. 2, and annex X

)

Facilitate the provision of technical
assistance and advice to Parties faced
w

ith an industrial accident
(art. 18, para. 2 (b), and annex X

II,
para. 4)

Provision of
m

utual
assistance

[C
oordinate w

ith other international
organizations on m

utual assistance
procedures]

[Support coordination
process]
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Em

ergency
preparedness
and response

Establish and m
aintain adequate

m
easures to respond to industrial

accidents and m
itigate their

transboundary effects
(art. 8, para. 1, and annex V

II),
including:

(a) Preparation, im
plem

entation and
review

 of on-site contingency plans
(art. 8, paras. 2 and 4)

(b) Preparation, im
plem

entation and
review

 of off-site contingency plans
(art 8, paras. 3 and 4)

A
ctivate adequate response m

easures
and contingency plans in the event of an
accident or im

m
inent threat thereof

(art. 10, para. 3, and art. 11, para. 1)

Provide inform
ation on on-site

contingency plans to Parties
concerned
(art. 8, para. 2)

Exchange inform
ation and m

ake
off-site contingency plans
com

patible. W
here appropriate draw

up joint plans
(art. 8, paras. 1 and 3)

[Exchange experience and assist in
establishing and im

plem
enting

preparedness and response m
easures in

the event of an industrial accident]

[Plan and service
w

orkshops and
sem

inars]

R
esponsibility

and liability
Support appropriate international efforts
to draw

 up rules, criteria and procedures
on responsibility and liability (art. 13)

[N
egotiate a protocol or am

endm
ents

to the C
onvention]

[Support negotiations
of possible protocol or
am

endm
ents to the

C
onvention]
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Scientific and
technological
cooperation

R
esearch and developm

ent
Initiate and cooperate in research and developm

ent of technologies for the prevention of, preparedness for and response to
industrial accidents. Prom

ote scientific and technological cooperation  (art. 14 and annex X
II, para. 2 (b))

Exchange of technology
Facilitate the exchange of the above technology (art. 16)

Prom
ote education and training (annex X

II, para. 2 (b))

Plan and service
w

orkshops, sem
inars

and training sessions

C
onsider procedures to create m

ore
favourable conditions for the exchange
of the above technology
(art. 18, para. 5)

Establish a register of experts to
provide consultative and other kinds of
assistance regarding preventive,
preparedness and response m

easures,
including restoration m

easures
(annex X

II, para. 1 (d))

A
t the request of a Party, inspect

hazardous activities and provide
assistance
(annex X

II, para. 3 (b))

M
aintain a register of

experts

Exchange of
inform

ation
Exchange reasonably obtainable inform

ation on legislative and adm
inistrative

m
easures, policies, objectives and priorities for prevention, preparedness and

response to industrial accidents
(art. 15 and annex X

I)
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Inform
ation to

and
participation of
the public

Provide adequate inform
ation to the public in areas (in the country of origin and

neighbouring countries) potentially affected by an industrial accident
(art. 9, para. 1, annex V

III and annex V
, para. 2 (1) to (4) and (9))

Provide an opportunity to participate for the potentially affected public in
relevant procedures concerning prevention and  preparedness m

easures (art. 9,
para. 2)

Provide access to and treatm
ent in the relevant adm

inistrative and judicial
proceedings in accordance w

ith the country’s legal system
 (art. 9, para. 3)

The opportunity to participate as w
ell as the access to and the treatm

ent in the
above proceedings have to be equivalent to those given to the public in the
country of origin (art. 9, paras. 2 and 3)
Establish policies on the siting of new
hazardous activities and on significant
m

odifications to existing hazardous
activities
(art. 7, annex V

, para. 2 (1) to (8), and
annex V

I)

D
ecision-

m
aking on

siting

[Exchange experience in developing policies on the siting of new
 hazardous

activities and on significant m
odifications to existing ones]

Past industrial
accidents

Establish and operate a data bank
for the reception, processing and
distribution of inform

ation on past
industrial accidents
(annex X

II, paras. 1 (b) and 2 (a))
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D

raw
 up and m

aintain a list of
hazardous substances, including their
relevant characteristics and inform

ation
on how

 to deal w
ith them

(annex X
II, para. 1 (c))

Produce and m
aintain a list of

hazardous substances covered by 
annex I, part I (annex X

II, para. 1 (f))

H
elp to m

aintain the
lists and m

ake the
inform

ation readily
available

H
azardous

substances

[R
evise and possibly am

end annex I]
[Support revision
process]

Im
plem

entation
of the
C

onvention

R
eport on im

plem
entation to the

C
onference of the Parties

(art. 23)

R
eview

 im
plem

entation
(art. 18, para. 2 (a))

D
evelop a reporting

form
at and coordinate

the reporting procedure
[A

ssist Parties in im
plem

enting the
C

onvention and other U
N

/EC
E

m
em

ber countries in ratifying it]

[Plan and service
w

orkshops and
sem

inars]

_______________________________
a/   The intergovernm

ental tasks constitute the long-term
 program

m
e of w

ork under the C
onvention.

b/  som
e of the tasks w

ill be included in the w
ork plan for 2001-2002, according to the decision taken by the C

onference of the Parties at its first m
eeting.

c/  The related tasks for the secretariat in italics require extrabudgetary resources.
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