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Key facts

70 % RE electricity — target 100 % by 2030
* Low electricity prices

* No nuclear

* 34 % RE In total

* 1,8 % electric vehicles registrations

1 GW photovoltaic

« 9.41CO2 per capita

(EU:8.4, global 6.4)

Source: Austrian Climate and Energy Fund, 2017
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Requirements

* Region with max. 60.000 inhabitants and min. 2
municipalities

 min. 10 concrete actions per phase (3 years)

 min. half time employed

« office with fixed public opening hours

* obligatory education

« qualty managemement / monitoring
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Linking Climate Change Mitigation, Energy Securlty and Reglonal
Development in Climate and Energy Model regions in Austria
(LINKS)

« Caninvestment into renewable energies be a driver for socio-
economic development, and what are the pros and cons for
Austria, financial or otherwise, of pursuing regional energy
iIndependence through renewable energy?

« How much political will is there behind the deployment of capital-
iIntensive renewable energy sources? To what extent is there
public acceptance of renewable energy infrastructure, and how
does this relate to stakeholders’and consumers’ willingness to
pay for it?

« To what extent can the Austrian experience be transferred to other
regions? How can the Austrian-Moroccan dialogue be promoted in
order to stimulate mutual learning, participation and the co-
production of knowledge?




Methods
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Scientific literature + media analysis (over 100 local and national
newspaper articles (2008-2016)

Stakeholders mapping, face-to-face in depth two-hour stakeholders
interviews (over 20), observations of stakeholders events such as CEM
management meetings, networking events for energy groups, public
information events

Survey in two case regions: Freistadt and Amstetten, 4.500 questionnaires
sent out in Freistadt (7%) and 30.000 questionnaire in Amstetten (1.2%),
guestionnaires printed out in local newspapers of 25 communities in
Freistadt and 19 communities in Amstetten, followed by web-based
guestionnaires, 240 web interviews in Amstetten and 322 web interviews in
Freistadt, beginning of January a task force of 5 people was in Freistadt
and Amstetten 5 days each to conduct interviews

Amstetten | Freistadt | Total

mail out 354 316 670
Web 240 322 562
face-to-face 207 162 369

Total 801 800 1601




CEM clusters in Austria
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Concept of energy autarky found in implementation concept
(left), specification of target (right)
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Stakeholders involved into energy transition

Austrian Federal Ministry || Austrian Federal

for Transportation, Ministry of Agriculture, State level
Innovation and Forestry, Environment
Technology and Water Management Regional development agencies and
programs (RMOO, LEADER,...)
. Scientific Partners,
e.g. Energy savings association
CEM Region Freistadt/ Energiebezirk Freistadt Chamber of Agriculture, Economic
* CEM management Chamber
* Board
HELIOS Sonnenstrom GmbH Energy supplier (¢.g. LINZ AG)

16 energy groups Regional banks Rooftop providers for Helios

Regional energy suppliers

Bezirksabfallverband

Partnership companies

7’
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Participation

according to the
Ladder of Arnstein

-
ITASA

al., 2017

LEVEL OF
PARTICIPATION
(ARNSTEIN 1969)

TOOLS/INSTITUTIONS

COMMENTS

— I Source: Komendantova et

MANIPULATION

THERAPY

INFORMING
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PLACATION

PARTNERSHIP

DELEGATED POWER

CITIZEN CONTROL

Round table on wind farm

Climate Schools,

Media reports,

Awareness raising

campaigns

Survey by EBF

EBF

Helios

Energy groups

To cure fears of wind energy and not in

my backyard, project was stopped.

One way information on renewable
energy sources, climate change etc. to
raise awareness, insulation seminars,

housebuilding seminars

Established in a bottom up process, is
highly influencing decision
making/legislative developments but
political representatives have final

decision making power

Only financial partnership of citizens,
local residents invest but have no real

decisive power

Energy groups constitute of interested
residents, they have the possibility to
act autonomously, have also small
influence on activities of EBF, focus on

two way mode of communication



Results

« Over 90% of respondents attribute climate change to man-
made activities,

« 61% of respondents support the deployment of renewable
energy sources and technologies as a viable climate
mitigation strategy,

« Over 70% rejected the deployment of nuclear energy as a
climate mitigation strategy

 Social acceptance is given as far as it does not impact
normal expenses and everyday life style

 Willingness to pay of 10% for renewable energies and
additional 10% if renewable energies come from the region.
Transparency is a requirement here
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Contact Information
Nadejda Komendantova
komendan@iiasa.ac.at



