
Notes Martin Patel for session « How can energy efficiency uptake be accelerated ? »  

(‘Panellists will share experience of which measures to increase the uptake of energy efficiency have 

been successful and how to implement them. Reference will be made to the Energy Efficiency 

Market Report 2014, recently published by the International Energy Agency.’) 

 

A) There are 3 basic mechanisms 

 Communication mechanisms (e.g. energy labelling, Energy efficiency networks) 

 Economic Mechanisms (e.g., tax or subsidy) 

 Coercive mechanisms (= Normative mechanisms = Command & Control = Regulatory), e.g. 

standards = MEPS (under EU Ecodesign Directive) 

All 3 are needed 

 Often combinations, e.g. negotiated agreements = Communication + Economic + Coercive 

 My own opinion: Communication alone is not sufficient 

B) All domains of energy use need to be addressed 

C) There is no silver bullet; usually policy mix 

 

In the following I would like to point out 2 measures each for COERCIVE and ECONOMIC: 

 

I.) COERCIVE 

 Standards (H.-P. Siderius, Ph.D. thesis, Utrecht University): 

o MEPS for appliances: Very important role to play also in future 

 Preparation should be accelerated: 5 years (3.5 – 6.7) for preparing 

Ecodesign standard (Chap.2) 

 Number should be increased, i.e. product scope should be enlarged: Only 12 

Ecodesign standard since 2012 

o Building codes – EU:  Directive on the Energy Performance of Buildings (EPBD, 2010) 

 For all new buildings in the EU as end of 2020:  

nearly zero-energy (Art.9, §1) and this energy 'to a very large extent'  from 

renewable sources (Art.2, §2).  

 New buildings occupied and owned by public authorities by end of 2018: 

nearly zero-energy buildings (Art.9, §1).  

 For existing buildings that undergo major renovation: energy performance 

must be upgraded (Art.7) 

 

 Cornerstone of EU EEDir & 40 years of experience in USA: 

Energy Efficiency Obligations = ratepayer-funded EE mechanism 

o (Partial) Decoupling of sales from revenue 

o 10-fold more cost-effective 

o So far primarily for electricity but also applicable for heat 



 

 Public sector: Exemplary and leading role e.g. for EPC = complementary to EEO 

 

II.) ECONOMIC 

 Energy efficiency fund (to ease access to capital, overcome barrier of high upfront capital 

costs) 

 EMS Energy Management Systems 

o could be Voluntary or Stand-alone (coercive) 

o I am referring here to economic measure: for example in CH and SWE: very 

successful to avoid CO2 tax (CH) or energy tax for industry (in SWE, 0.5 EUR/MWh) 

o Audit in combination with commitment to implement all economically viable 

measures (or with a payback of up to n years) 

 found to be more effective than a tax 

III.) FURTHER: 

 ECONOMIC/Regulatory: Special support for CHP in liberalized market 

 ECONOMIC/Regulatory: Roadmap for inclusion of externalities in prices 

 ECONOMIC: Insurances (?) to overcome hidden costs and risk aversion 

 OVERALL: Clear targets, reporting and penalties in the case of non-compliance 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 


