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CEFACT list of priorities

CEFACT' s agreed direction is sumrarized in the follow ng text:

Maki ng gl obal conmerce happen is a real challenge. It requires open and effective
busi ness and administrative processes which are the goal of UNCEFACT. Such
processes, conbined with information technol ogy, provide substantial benefits to
enterprises and governnents alike. Some of these benefits are:

. sinplified procedures;

. i ntegrated supply chai ns;

. effective trading communities;
. reduced cycle tines;

. stream i ned business; and

. | ower costs.

To achi eve these goal s CEFACT has devel oped a detailed, prioritized work programe
covering all of its permanent and ad hoc working groups. This 24 page docunent is
avail able fromthe secretariat and will be presented for final approval at CEFACT s
next session in Septenber 1998.

To meet the requirenents of the CTIED for a high level summary of CEFACT s
priorities, the CEFACT Steering Goup has identified, based upon the above work
programre, the following set of priorities which are presented at the |evel of
CEFACT and its permanent worKking groups.

CEFACT level

Hi gher: Promotion of CEFACT and the inplementation of its
Recomendat i ons and st andards

Medi um Devel op and maintain working relationships wth other
i nternational organizations such as the Wrld Trade
Organi zation (WO, the International Organization for
St andardi zation (1SO, the Wrld Custons Organizations
(WCO) and the Organi zation for Econom c Cooperation and
Devel opnent ( OECD) .

Lower : Strengthening of effective cooperation and information
exchange between the UN regional comm ssions as well as
wi th UNCTAD and UNCI TRAL.
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Permanent Working group level

International Trade Procedures Working Group (ITPWG)

Hi gher:

Medi um

Lower :

Continue the revision and devel opnent of Recommendati ons,
particularly revisions of Recomrendations 18 (Facilitation
nmeasures related to international trade procedures) and 4
(National trade facilitation organs) as well as a new
Recomendati on on audit-based controls.

Conti nue devel opnent of the International Trade Transaction
(I'TT) nodel.

Wrk on the revision of recomendations 8 (Unique
Identification Code Methodol ogy), 12 (Measures to
facilitate maritime transport docunents procedures) and
15(Si npl er Shi ppi ng Marks) .

Business Analysis Working Group (BAWG)

Hi gher:

Medi um

Lower :

Anal yse the Public Procurenment Process as a first step in
t he devel opnent of a nethodol ogy for the analysis of other
busi ness processes.

Work with the Techni ques and Methodol ogi es Worki ng Group
(TMAG) to inplenent nodelling in its analysis work.

Devel op, in the context of CEFACT, val ue chain analysis.

Techniques and Methodologies Working Group (TMWG)

Hi gher:

Medi um

Lower :

Speci fy and nake reconmendations for a nodelling technique,
met hodol ogy and associ at ed procedures for CEFACT

I mpl ement ation plan for the nodelling technique sel ected by
CEFACT for the BAWG

Define the next generation of ED
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UN/EDIFACT Working Group (EWG)

Hi gher:

Continue to devel op and mai ntain UN EDI FACT as a key
conmponent of electronic commerce and as a key elenent in



Medi um

Lower :

the integration of electronic commerce with interna
corporate systems and dat a.

| mprove UN EDI FACT by autonating its maintenance process as
well as by defining, developing and inplenmenting new
wor ki ng t ool s.

Undertake a survey of the inplenmentation of UN EDI FACT.

Codes Working Group (CDWG)

Hi gher:

Medi um

Lower :

Devel op proposals for a consistent and cohesi ve mai nt enance
process for all code lists under the responsibility of
CEFACT.

Take steps to inprove the naintenance of CEFACT code |ists,
in particular, the UN | ocation code list (UNLOCODE) and
the codes in the UN Trade Data El enents Directory (UNTDED)

Publ i cati on of CEFACT code |lists on the |Internet.

Legal Working Group (LWG)

Hi gher:

Medi um

Lower :

Devel op practical |egal guidelines and Recomendations to
assi st the advancenment of el ectronic conmerce.

Support existing Recomrendations and the work of other
CEFACT groups.

Cooperate with the I egal work of other international bodies
in the field of electronic comerce.
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Ad _hoc Working Groups

In addition to the above permanent working groups, there are two ad hoc
wor ki ng groups: one working on electronic commerce and the other on
SI MPL-EDI, both are expected to finish their work in the next 12
nmont hs. The el ectronic comerce group will produce an information paper
pl acing CEFACT's work in context with the main policy devel opments in
this area, worldwide. The SIMPL-EDI group wll identify how to
i ncorporate elements into the work programe which are particularly
aimed at bringing to SMES the benefits of sinple standard el ectronic
messages based on sinple tradi ng procedures.




