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1. CGE. 1 held its fifty-sixth session in Geneva on 18 Septenber 1997 under the
chai rmanshi p of M. Harvey Bates (Australia) and the vice-chairnanship of
M. K aus-D eter Naujok (Canada).

2. Participants in the meeting included representatives from

The follow ng countries:

Australia, Austria, Belgium Brazil, Bulgaria, Canada, Czech Republic, Dennark,
Fi nl and, France, CGermany, Hungary, Ireland, Italy, Japan, Korea, Luxenbourg,

Mal ta, the Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Ronania, Russian Federation, Sl ovak
Republic, Sl ovenia, South Africa, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, The FYR of
Macedoni a, Turkey, United Kingdomof Geat Britain and Northern Ireland and the
United States of America.

The European Union (EUV)

The follow ng inter-governnental organizations:
I ntergovernmental O ganization for International Carriage by Rail (OIlF), Wrld
Qustons Organi zation (WO and the Wrld Trade O ganization (WO .

The follow ng UN bodi es:

United Nations Commi ssion on International Trade Law (UNC TRAL), Conference on
Trade and Devel opnent (UNCTAD), Economic and Social Comm ssion for Asia and the
Paci fic (ESCAP), and the Economic and Social Commission for Wstern Asia (ESCMW).

G 97-



TRADE/ CEFACT/ GE. 1/ 1997/ 11
page 2

And the follow ng non-governnental organizations:

European El ectroni c Messagi ng Associ ation (EEMY), International Association of
Ports and Harbours (1 APH), International Air Transport Association (|ATA),

I nternational Chanber of Shipping (I1CS), International O ganization for

St andar di zation (1SO, Society for Wrldw de | nterbank Fi nanci al

Tel ecommuni cations (S WI.F.T.) and the United Towns Agency for North-South
Cooper at i on.

3. (bservers to the neeting, present at the invitation of the secretariat,

i ncl uded representatives from The European Board for ED/EC Standardi zation
(EBES), the International Federation of Inspection Agencies (IFIAand the North
Arerican Trade Procedures O ganization (NATPRO .

Item 1 - Adoption of the agenda

Docurnent s:
- TRADE/ CEFACT/ GE. 1/ 1 Report of the 56th session of GE 1
- TRADE/ CEFACT/ GE. 1/ 2/ Rev. 1 Revi sed Provisional Agenda of the Fifty-Sixth

Session of the Meeting of Experts on Data
El ements and Automatic Data I nterchange

4, The provisional agenda (TRADE CEFACT/ CE. 1/ 2/ Rev.1) was adopted with the
agreenent to consider agenda item 11 "Legal /comrerci al aspects of trade
facilitation" at a joint session of GE 1 and CE 2. The report of the joint
session shall be annexed to the reports of the fifty-sixth sessions of GE. 1 and
GE 2.

Iltem2 - Mgration to CEFACT

Docunent s:
- TRADE/ CEFACT/ GE. 1/1997/ 3 UN EDI FACT - Future Strategy and O gani sation
- TRADE/ CEFACT/ 1997/ CRP. 29 French comments on docunent

Trade/ CEFACT/ GE. 1/ 1997/ 3, UN EDI FACT - future
Strategy and Organi zation and on the AC 1
"Reference guide to the next generation of
UN EDI FACT"

5. The CSG Chair, in his role as the editor and former Chair of CE 1,

i ntroduced docunent TRADE/ CEFACT/ GE. 1/1997/3 (UN ED FACT - Future strategy and

QO gani sation). This docunent had been requested by GE. 1 during its March 1997
session and represented a conbi nati on of two docunents presented at that session
( TRADE/ WP. 4/ CRP. 135, Report fromthe UV ED FACT Steering G oup (ESG January 1997
Meeting and TRADE/ WP. 4/ CRP. 123, The Chair's Report on the Activities of the ESG
nodified to reflect consultations held during the April 1997 Singapore Joint
Rapporteurs Team (JRT) meeting and comments recei ved fromdel egations. He then
proceeded to discuss the two principal sections of the docunent: "Strategy" and
"Qrgani zati on" separately.

Strat egy
6. As a result of the consultations held during the April 1997 Singapore JRT

and comments fromdel egations, the "3 parallel tracks" proposed as the forward
strategy for UN ED FACT in TRADE WP. 4/ CRP. 123 had been transformed into two
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strategi c objectives: "Minstream EDI FACT" and "Chject Oiented ED FACT". These
two corresponded to the previous first and third "tracks". The term"track" had
been repl aced by strategic objective since this was felt to be | ess confusing.
The description of these two strategic objectives is copied bel ow

1) Continuation of the devel opnent and mai ntenance of UN EDI FACT as the
gl obal nessage standard based on both batch and interactive syntaxes.
(Strategic CObjective 1 - Minstream UN EDI FACT)

2) Full devel opnent of the Object Oriented approach to the design of
future nmessages. (Strategic Objective 2 - bject Oiented EDI

" OO EDI FACT")
7. Both strategic objectives would take into consideration the specia
requirenents of small and medi um sized enterprises for sinple and stabl e messages
whi ch coul d be incorporated into effective and i nexpensive applications -- thus

absorbing the previous second track ("Sinpler ED").

8. The del egation fromthe WK supported by Brazil, suggested that perhaps the
second strategi c objective should be renamed to "Research into New Technol ogi es"
in order to avoid msunderstandings and create a clearer link with the nmandate of
t he Techni ques and Met hodol ogi es Wirki ng Group. Wi lst this suggestion was seen
as appropriate, the editor of the docunent stressed that this strategic objective
enconpassed both process and semantic content, thus including nore than just
research. Gther significant issues raised were the required resources for
carrying out the second strategic objective as well as the need to conplete the
current research before making a definitive decision as to the technol ogy to use
for future devel opnent. As a docunent outlining some of these issues, GE. 1 noted
docunent TRADE/ CEFACT/ 1997/ CRP. 29 (French coments on docunent

Tr ade/ CEFACT/ GE. 1/ 1997/ 3, UN EDI FACT - future Strategy and Organi zation and on
the AC.1 "Reference guide to the next generation of UN EDI FACT").

9. CE. 1 then agreed that the strategic portion of this docunment and the UK
proposal should be further discussed at the Anaheim JRT with the understanding
that this should not create any delays in the research and devel opment currently
bei ng undertaken by AC. 1 and now being transferred to the Techni ques and

Met hodol ogi es Worki ng Group. The result of these discussions would provide input
to the CEFACT discussions on strategic objectives in the work progranme as agreed
in the CEFACT session earlier in the week

Or gani zati on

10. After discussion, all in support of the concepts outline, GE 1 re-affirned
its support for the flexible approach outlined in TRADE/ CEFACT/ GE. 1/ 1997/ 3 whi ch
woul d al |l ow del egations to either remain part of a regional structure, if they so
wi shed, or participate independently in the UN ED FACT devel opnent work. At the
same time, GE. 1 agreed that nore details were needed before conplete

i npl ementati on of the concepts presented, and in particular any clear nove away
fromthe use of already established secretariats for technical input.

11. In reference to the above options for participation in the UN ED FACT work
it was indicated by the Asian ED FACT Board Rapporteur and the \Western European
EDl FACT Rapporteur that the countries in their respective regions w shed to
conti nue working a regional board, while the delegations fromAustralia and the
United States indicated that, in the future, they would be participating as
countries and not as part of a regional structure. A question was asked as to
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whet her countries coul d participate both as countries and as part of a regional
structure and it was suggested that perhaps procedures allow ng this could be

establ i shed at a regional
country into the regional

12.
countries in the work,
al ready taking pl ace.

| evel

with nomnations for participants coning fromthe
structure for forwarding into the UV ED FACT process.

The fol |l owi ng di scussi on enphasi zed the inportance of involving nore
especi al ly those where inpl ementation of UN ED FACT was
In this context, the proposal in TRADE CEFACT/ GE 1/1997/3

for CEFACT Rapporteurs to represent and pronote all of CEFACT's work in a region
was wel comed and further suggestions were nade to use the new partnerships with

the other UN Regi onal

Conmmi ssi ons and new technol ogy to w den participation.

13. In conclusion, GE. 1 agreed to the proposal fromthe docunent's editor to dis-
associ ate the two subjects of strategy and organi zation in future reports,
al though it had been useful to combine themin one document for this neeting.

ltem 3 - Techni cal

i ssues and reports from UN EDI FACT standi ng techni cal groups

Docunent s:

TRADE/ CEFACT/ GE. 1/ 1997/ 4

TRADE/ CEFACT/ GE. 1/ 1997/ 5
TRADE/ WP. 4/ R. 840/ Rev. 4

TRADE WP. 4/ R 1244/ Rev. 1

TRADE/ WP. 4/ R 1251/ Rev. 2

TRADE WP. 4/ R 1284/ Rev. 1

TRADE/ WP. 4/ R 1284/ Rev. 1/ Corr. 1

TRADE/ CEFACT/ 1997/ CRP. 2
TRADE/ CEFACT/ 1997/ CRP. 5

TRADE/ CEFACT/ 1997/ CRP. 6

TRADE/ CEFACT/ 1997/ CRP. 15

TRADE/ CEFACT/ 1997/ CRP. 34

MESSAGE DESI GN RULES

14.

Report to GE 1 of the Message Design Rul es

G oup( MDRG

Synt ax Devel opnent G oup: Executive Summary
UN EDI FACT Message Design Rules for Batch ED

UN EDI FACT Syntax, Part 4, Syntax and Service
Report Message for Batch ED, (Message Type -
CONTRL)

UN ED FACT Syntax, Part 7, Security Rules for
Batch EDI (Confidentiality)

UN ED FACT Syntax, Part 10, Security Rul es
for Interactive ED

UN ED FACT Syntax, Part 10, Security Rul es
for Interactive ED

Report fromAd hoc Goup 1 (AC 1)

AC. 1 Reference Quide to "The Next Generation
of UN ED FACT"

D fferent versions of UNVISO ED FACT Syntax
Version 4

Anti-segrent Col |ision Techni ques - A
Proposal for the Way Forward

Recommendation to GE 1 regarding

TRADE/ CEFACT/ 1997/ CRP. 6

The Chair of the Message Design Rules Goup (MORG, M. B. Hurd (USA),

i ntroduced the Report to GE 1 of the Message Design Rul es Goup
( TRADE/ CEFACT/ GE. 1/ 1997/ 4) and docunent TRADE/ WP. 4/ R 840/ Rev. 4 (Message Design

Rules for Batch ED).

He further informed GE 1 that with the conpl etion of

TRADE/ WP. 4/ R 840/ Rev. 4 the group's work is considered conpl eted. He thanked his

t eam nmenber s and,

not ably, Messrs.

Dobbi ng (Australia), WIlson (Uiited Ki ngdonm,

Conroy (France) and Nauj ok (Canada) for their dedication and quality of work.
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15. GE. 1 then approved TRADE/ WP. 4/ R. 840/ Rev. 4 and expressed its appreciation to
the Chair and his teamfor the work put into this docunment and, in particular,
the efforts nmade to ensure that all interventions and interests had been taken
into consideration in its drafting.

16. The Chair also drewthe attention of GE1 to the newy established group
for the devel opnent of a conplinentary set of Message Design Rul es covering
Version 4 (batch and interactive) of the Syntax. This new group had been

establ i shed by the ESG as requested by GE 1 during its March 1997 session and its
terns of reference could be found in the report fromthe May 1997 ESG neeti ng.
The Syntax Devel opnent Chair requested that there be an early and conti nui ng
exchange of infornation between the new Message Design Rules Goup for Version 4
of the syntax and the JSW5 as a quality check. Both the Chair and CGE. 1 agreed to
this proposal.

SYNTAX DEVELOPMENT GROUP ( SDG)

17. The SDG Chair introduced TRADE/ CEFACT/ GE. 1/1997/5 (Syntax Devel oprment G oup:
Executive Summary) and began by indicating that the SDG had held its | ast neeting
and had now becone the Joint (UNISO Syntax Wrking Goup (JSW9, of which he
was also the Chair. As part of a status report on the progress of the various
parts of the syntax through the 1SO fast track process, he informed GE 1 that
parts 1, 2, 3 and 8 would be going out for a second ballot during which he fully
expected themto be approved. The JSW5 woul d be neeting next in January 1998.

18. The SDG Chair then recomrended to GE. 1 approval of parts 4, 7 and 10 of the
Syntax for forwarding into the | SO fast track process.

19. CGE 1 was then informed of concerns regarding the conpatibility of certain
aspects of the security parts of the new version of the syntax with other
standards and that 1SQ I EC JTCL, the week just prior to this session, had passed
a resolution requesting that 1SO ensure coordination of the work on the security
parts of SO 9735 with other work in I1SQ The del egate from| SO confirmed that
the 1 SO MU Coordinating neeting to be held the 19 Septenber 1997 woul d address
this issue. In addition, concerns were al so expressed about editorial errors
found in the docunent for part 10 of the syntax.

20. Followi ng this discussion, GE. 1 approved the followi ng two docunments for
subm ssion to the fast track process of |SC

-  TRADE/WP. 4/ R 1244/ Rev. 1 UN EDI FACT Syntax, Part 4, Syntax and Service
Report Message for Batch EDI, (Message Type -
CONTRL)

-  TRADE/WP. 4/ R 1251/ Rev. 2 UN EDI FACT Syntax, Part 7, Security Rules for

Bat ch EDI (Confidentiality)

21. GE. 1 further decided not to approve part 10 as found in docunents:

TRADE/ WP. 4/ R. 1284/ Rev. 1 and TRADE/ WP. 4/ R. 1284/ Rev. 1/ Corr. 1 (UN EDI FACT Synt ax,
Part 10, Security Rules for Interactive ED) and requested that the GE. 1 Chair
brief the Security G oup neeting at the Anaheim JRT as to the actions to be taken
in terns of deficiencies to be rectified and the consultations to be undertaken
with the appropriate 1SO and | SO | EC JTCL groups.
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22. CGE. 1 also agreed, as recomrended i n TRADE/ CEFACT/ GE. 1/ 1997/ 5, that

i npl ementati on guidelines for the security parts of the syntax were not part of
the JSWG S work and woul d be better dealt with under other CEFACT groups. In this
context, the Chair agreed to also discuss this issue with the Security G oup
nmeeting at the Anahei m JRT.

23. Fnally, GE 1 thanked the SDG Chair and the menbers of his teamfor the work
done over nmany years to develop and finalize this version of the syntax.

24. The del egate of Gernmany introduced TRADE/ CEFACT/ 1997/ CRP.6 (Different
versions of UN SO EDI FACT Syntax Version 4). It was noted that the issues raised
in this docunent had been discussed with the EDI FACT Steering G oup (ESG who had
devel oped a recommendation to GE. 1 as found i n TRADE/ CEFACT/ 1997/ CRP. 34
(Recommendation to GE 1 regardi ng TRADE CEFACT/ 1997/ CRP. 6) .

25. GE. 1 then approved the reconmendation i n TRADE/ CEFACT/ 1997/ CRP. 34 as copi ed
bel ow:

i) it should be re-iterated to all CEFACT nmenbers that all Parts of |SO 9735
Syntax Version 4 published in the TRADE/"R' series docunents are for
information only, and are not for inplenentation;

ii) with inmedi ate effect the TRAFI X Wb Page hol ding the UN "R' docunents
for all Parts of 1SO 9735 Syntax version 4, should be anmended to nmake cl ear
in the cover page of each Part that the Parts are for information as
docunents whi ch have been/shall be submitted into the 1SO " Fast Track"”
process and are not for inplenentation;

iii) further, each of the cover pages should al so be amended to make cl ear
that upon the Part being approved under the | SO "Fast Track" process as an
International Standard (I1S), the UNw Il publish the IS approved version of
the Part as being available for inplementation within a defined tinescal e.

26. The del egate fromthe United Kingdomthen introduced docunent

TRADE/ CEFACT/ 1997/ CRP. 15 (Anti-segnent Col | ision Techniques - A Proposal for the
Way Forward) and requested that it to be referred to the JSWa GE. 1 agreed to
this proposal and noted this docunent.

AD HOC GROUP 1 (AC. 1) REPORT

27. The Chair of the Research, Strategic Advice and | nplenentation Pl anni ng
Goup (AC 1) introduced the AC 1 report (TRADE CEFACT/ 1997/ CRP.2) and

TRADE/ CEFACT/ 1997/ CRP. 5 (the AC. 1 Reference Quide for "The Next Ceneration of

UN EDI FACT). He stressed that the Reference Quide was a "snapshot" of the state
of research of AC. 1 and should be considered as a living, rather than a conpl eted
docurent . |ssues that need to be addressed in the further discussions and
research of AC.1 were outlined in appendix A of the AC. 1 report

( TRADE/ CEFACT/ 1997/ CRP. 2) .

28. The del egate fromBrazil requested that the Reference Quide be forwarded to
| SO 1EC JTCL as input from CEFACT in order to harnoni ze the work of both bodi es.
The AC.1 Chair then inforned the group that the "catal og order scenario" in the
Ref erence Qui de had al ready been subnitted to Wrking Goup 1 of 1SQ|EC JTCL
SC30 (Open-edi) who had adopted it as an exanpl e of an open-edi scenari o.
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However, he al so supported subm ssion of the entire docurment to | SQ'| EC JTCL.
CE. 1 approved the proposal for subm ssion of TRADE/ CEFACT/ 1997/ CRP.5 (the AC. 1
Ref erence Cuide for "The Next Generation of UN EDIFACT) to I SO IEC JTC1 and
requested AC.1 Chair and the 1SO | EC/ ECE MobU teamto foll ow up.

29. The Chair of AC 1 concluded by enphasizing the inportance of enlarging the
participation in this work and requested that, as soon as possibl e, heads of

del egati ons designate nenbers to the newy enpowered Techni ques and Met hodol ogi es
Wrking Goup (TMAG, which would be taking over AC 1's work programre. CGE 1 was
informed that the next AC 1 neeting in Paris, from 10-12 Novenber 1997 woul d be
dedicated to the nigration fromAC 1 to TMAG and woul d be fol |l owed by a two day
neeting of the TMAG

30. GE. 1 then noted the AC. 1 report (TRADE/ CEFACT/ 1997/ CRP.2) and its Reference
Gui de ( TRADE/ CEFACT/ 1997/ CRP. 5) .

Item4 - UN EDI FACT policy and pronotion

Docunent s

- TRADE/ CEFACT/ 1997/ CRP. 16 ECCSOC Deci sion to Approve Reconmmendation 25
as an International UN Recommendati on:
Extract from Docurment E/ 1997/40/ Add. 1

31. The secretariat introduced TRADE CEFACT/ 1997/ CRP. 16 and inforned the neeting
t hat Recommendation 25 (Use of UN EDI FACT) had been approved by the UN Econom c
and Social Council (ECOSQC) as a UN Recommendation during its July 1997 session.
It al so thanked the Swiss and Austrian del egati ons who had initiated the work on
this Recommendati on and enphasi zed its inportance for the pronotion of UN ED FACT
on a global level. GE. 1 then noted TRADE/ CEFACT/ 1997/ CRP. 16.

Iltem5 - Reports from UN EDI FACT Steering Group and UN EDI FACT Rapporteurs

Docurnent s:

- TRADE/ CEFACT/ 1997/ CRP. 3 Report on the Activities of the UN ED FACT
Steering Goup fromthe ESG Chairman

- TRADE/ CEFACT/ 1997/ CRP. 4 Report on Recent Devel oprments in the Regions
fromthe Regional UN ED FACT Rapporteurs

- TRADE CEFACT/ 1997/ CRP. 11 Statenent on UV ED FACT in Australia

- TRADE/ CEFACT/ 1997/ CRP. 18 Progress of Trade Facilitation and UN ED FACT
in Hungary

- TRADE/ CEFACT/ 1997/ CRP. 20 Report fromthe August 1997 ESG meeti ng

RECENT DEVELOPMENTS | N UN EDI FACT

32. The Chair introduced TRADE/ CEFACT/ 1997/ CRP. 4 (Recent Devel opnents in

UN EDI FACT: Regi onal Reports) which the Regional EDI FACT Rapporteurs had
subnitted for information and called GE. 1's attention to several other reports on
recent devel opnents which had been submtted.

33. GE. 1 then noted docunents: TRADE/ WP. 4/ CRP. 124 (Recent devel opnents in

UN/ EDI FACT: regional reports), TRADE/ CEFACT/1997/CRP. 11 (Statenent on UN EDI FACT
in Australia), and TRADE/ CEFACT/ 1997/ CRP. 18 (Progress of Trade Facilitation and
UN EDI FACT in Hungary).
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REPORT FROM THE CHAI RVAN OF THE EDI FACT STEERI NG GROUP ( ESG

34. The Chair of the UN ED FACT Steering Goup (ESG introduced his report to
CGE. 1 (TRADE/ WP. 4/ CRP. 123). He reported to GE. 1 that the nandate for the ED FACT
Wirking Goup was extremely close to being finalized and he expected it to be
approved at the Anahei mJRT neeting in two weeks tine.

35. He then reported on work bei ng done by the Joint Technical Assessnent G oup
(JTAG to support the process via a "Devel opers Handbook" and proposals for the
i nprovenent of procedures.

36. The ESG had al so endorsed the publication and distribution of three JTAG
wor ki ng docurrent s whi ch had been approved through the regi onal process. The
procedures contained in these docunments shall now be inplenented at the Anahei m
JRT. These docunents are the:

* Batch Techni cal Assessment Checklist (Version 5.6);
* |Interactive Technical Assessnent Checklist (Version 1); and
* Procedures for Unresol ved DVRs.

37. The ESG had revi ewed t he European Comm ssion's Portia Report which
highlights legal issues in respect of the use of ED messages. Wilst the

report contains a study of UN ED FACT, the ESG noted that the concl usions reached
were also valid for all other ED standards. However, in view of the report's
conclusions it had been deci ded to request the Legal Rapporteurs Teamto devel op
an appropriate disclainer for publication in future UNED FACT D rectori es.

38. In view of the considerable attention being given to the Year 2000

| ssue and the increasing nunber of questions regarding its inpact on

UN EDI FACT the ESG had requested that a paper be prepared as a guide for

users of the UN ED FACT standard. A first version of this paper was approved at
the May 1997 ESG neeting and, subsequent to comments, a slightly expanded version
was approved at the August 1997 ESG neeting and, endorsed for publication. A
copy of this paper was included in the CRP and can be found in Annex Ato this
report.

39. In response to a request for a joint STEP and UN ED FACT nessage desi gn worKk
within the JRT froma small ad hoc group consisting of | SO TC184 menbers and

UN EDI FACT representatives, the ESG had established a small group to neet at the
Anahei m JRT and determine if this request could be covered within the scope of
existing activities or required the establishnent of a new group. This

initiative shall also be discussed at the ECE | SO | EC MU Coordi nati ng Commttee
neeting on 19 Septenber 1997.

40. CGE. 1 then noted docunent TRADE/ CEFACT/ 1997/ CRP. 3, Report on the Activities
of the UN EDI FACT Steering Goup fromthe ESG Chairman.

41. The Chair then opened up the floor for comrents on docunent

TRADE/ CEFACT/ 1997/ CRP. 20, Report fromthe August 1997 ESG neeting. The WK

del egation then requested that this document be revised in order to submt the
procedure outlined in paragraph 24 to JTAG so that they coul d devel op a suitable
procedure to acconplish the proposed objective as the one procedure contained in
t he docunment could be open to interpretation. Both the Chair and GE.1 agreed to
this proposal and docunment TRADE/ CEFACT/ 1997/ CRP.2 was noted .
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Iltem6 - UN EDI FACT Directories and nessage types subnmtted as Messages in
Devel opnent (M Ds)

Docunent s:

- TRADE/ CEFACT/ 1997/ CRP. 9 Executive Summary of the DAT meeting for the
D.97B D rectory

- TRADE/ CEFACT/ GE. 1/ 1997/ 6 UN EDI FACT directory D. 97B

- TRADE/ CEFACT/ GE. 1/ 1997/ 10 Sunmary of Messages in Devel opnent (M Ds)

D. 97B UN EDI FACT DI RECTORY

42. The Directory Audit Team (DAT) Chair introduced the Executive Summary of the
DAT neeting for the D 97B Directory (TRADE CEFACT/ 1997/ CRP.9) and reported that,
in the opinion of the DAT, the D 97B directory was prepared according to
procedures and was endorsed by DAT for publication. He further mentioned that the
nunber of errors identified during the audit had reduced significantly as
conpared to earlier directory productions and his belief that this showed the
increased naturity and stability of the systens in place.

43. CE. 1 noted the DAT report (TRADE CEFACT/ 1997/ CRP.9), approved the D.97B
di rectory (TRADE/ CEFACT/ CGE. 1/1997/6) and requested that the D.97B Directory be
recommended to the CEFACT Steering G oup for publication.

44. In response to a question fromthe floor, the GE.1 Chair assured del egates
that the ED FACT Steering Goup was actively working to have cross-referenci ng
inplenented in the directories (and, inter-alia, in document TRADE/ WP. 4/ R 1023
whi ch defines the directory layout), as had been previously requested by CGE 1.

MESSAGES i n DEVELOPMENT (M Ds)

45. CGE. 1 noted the followi ng nessages, as described in
TRADE/ CEFACT/ GE. 1/ 1997/ 10, as Messages i n Devel opnent:

Tag Message Nane
PASREQ Travel, Tourismand Lei sure Product

Application Status Request

PASRSP Travel , Tourism and Lei sure Product
Application Status Response

PROCST Proj ect Cost Reporting

TI QREQ Travel, Tourismand Leisure |Infornation
I nqui ry Request

TI QRSP Travel, Tourismand Leisure |Infornation
I nqui ry Response

Agenda Item 7 - International Standardi zation Affecting Trade |nterchange
Docunent s:
- TRADE/ CEFACT/ 1997/ CRP. 7 St andards Li ai son Executive Summary

- TRADE/ CEFACT/ 1997/ CRP. 8 St andards Li ai son Rapporteur's Meeting Report
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46. The Standards Liai son Rapporteur presented his Executive Summary Report

( TRADE/ CEFACT/ 1997/ CRP. 7) and Meeting Report (TRADE/ CEFACT/ 1997/ CRP.8). He noted
that appendi x for CRP.8 was avail abl e under the CEFACT docunent section on the
UNVECE s Internet site at: http://ww. unece. org/trade/ untdi d/ sessdocs and that

t he substance of this docunent regarding the adoption of AC. 1's Catal og O der
Exanpl e by | SO I EC JTC1L SC30's Wrking G oup 1 had been covered under the AC 1
report. These docunments contained no itens for approval, however, he requested
that del egates read them and contact hi mregardi ng any questions.

47. CGE. 1 then accepted the Standards Liai son Rapporteur Executive Summary Report
( TRADE/ WP. 4/ R. 1269) and Meeting Report (TRADE/ WP. 4/R. 1270).

48. The Standards Liai son Rapporteur then rem nded GE1. that each enpowered
group under CEFACT woul d need to establish the necessary physical |iaisons with
ot her standards bodi es, however, the CEFACT Steering Goup (CSG woul d need to
coordinate these |iaisons. He expected the CSGto discuss this issue at its next
nmeet 1 ng.

49. The I1SOrepresentative inforned GE. 1 that the new |SQIEC JTCL SC32 Data

Managenent Servi ces, would conmbine the old SC14, SC30 and SC21 WS and was a
group covering topics of interest to GE 1.

Agenda Item 8 - Codes and Policy Related to Codes

50. There were no docunents under this agenda itemand the Chair noted that the
Codes Wirking G oup established at the precedi ng CEFACT neeti ng woul d now be
responsi bl e for any work related to codes.

Agenda Item 9 - International Trade Transaction Model
Docunent s:
- TRADE/ CEFACT/ GE. 2/ 1997/ 3 Report of the Steering Goup for the

International Trade Transaction (ITT) Mdel
51. The Chair suggested, and it was agreed, that as CGE 2 had discussed the ITT
nodel Iing work the previous day, it was not necessary to undertake any further
det ai | ed di scussions other than noting the ongoing need for coordination between
all of CEFACT' s work areas.

52. Accordingly, GE 1 noted docunent TRADE/ CEFACT/ GE. 2/ 1997/ 3.

Item 10 - Ml tilingualismand Termn nology in UN EDI FACT

Docurnent s:

- TRADE/ CEFACT/ 1997/ CRP. 28 Draft - ojectives and work for the
establ i shnent of a TMAG - Sub G oup:
Ter m nol ogy

53. The del egate from Austria presented document TRADE/ CEFACT/ 1997/ CRP. 28 (Draft
- bjectives and work for the establishnent of a TMAG - Sub G oup: Termi nol ogy)
noting that this was a first attenpt to define the objective and deliverables
required to continue work on nultilingualismand termnology wthin CEFACT.
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It was not, however, intended to prejudice discussions as to where such a group
shoul d be | ocated within the CEFACT organi zati on.

54. The follow ng discussion centred around a general agreenent that the
principal problens in translation centred around anbiguities in the original

Engl i sh | anguage text, i.e. around the question of termnology. Thus inproving
the original English |anguage text was an essential elenent in increasing the

gl obal use of UN ED FACT and ot her CEFACT Recommrendations. In this context, the
del egate from Australia pointed out that new rul es on nam ng and defini ng data

el ements had been incorporated into the Message Design Rul es approved during this
session (TRADE/WP. 4/ R 840/ Rev.4), in order to, at least in part, address this
need for greater clarity and discipline.

55. The Chair concluded by noting that the draft ED FACT Working G oup Mandat e
i ncluded as one of its purposes "to devel op and nai ntain gui delines and proposal s
that support the use of multi-lingual termnology" and invited the del egate from
Austria to meet with the ESG during the Septenber 1997 Anahei m JRT to further

di scuss this issue. GE 1 then noted document TRADE/ CEFACT/ 1997/ CRP. 28.

Item 11 - Legal /Conmercial aspects of trade facilitation

Docurnent s:
- TRADE/ CEFACT/ 1997/ CRP. 17 Legal Rapporteurs Report
- V. 97-22269 May-5 UNCI TRAL Mbdel Law on El ectronic Commerce with

Qui de to Enactment 1996

56. The discussion of this agenda itemwas deferred to a joint session of GE 1
and GE.2 on the | egal and commercial aspects of trade facilitation held during
the afternoon of 18 Septenber 1997. The report of the joint session can be found
in Annex B to this report.

I[tem 12 - Ot her Business
Docunent s:
- TRADE/ CEFACT/ GE. 1/ 1997/ 9 | TI GG Quide to UV ED FACT Cont ai ner Messages

57. GE. 1 noted the above docunent which had been submitted for information under
ot her business, without discussion.

DEADLI NES AND MEETI NG DATES

58. The secretariat then i nformed del egates of the follow ng neeting dates and
deadl i nes for docunent submi ssion:

Deadl i nes
CEFACT neeting beg. Transl ati on | ssuance as an Repr oducti on
"R' Docunent as a CRP
Monday, 16 March 1998 1997 Dec. 19 1998 Jan. 17 1998 Feb. 28

Monday, 14 Sept. 1998 1998 June 15 1998 July 13 1998 Aug. 26
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59. The followi ng nmeeting date for the next CEFACT Meeting of Experts on Data
El ements and Automatic Data |Interchange (CE 1) was approved:

57t h Session - 18 March 1998

60. GE. 1 noted the followi ng neeting dates:

CEFACT Steering G oup - 1997 Decenber 1-4, Ceneva

CEFACT Steering G oup - 1998 Jan. 26-29, Concord, USA

CEFACT Steering G oup - 1998 June 15-18, Ceneva

CEFACT Steering G oup - 1998 Cct. 26-29, Ceneva

CEFACT Steering G oup - 1999 Jan. 25-28

Joi nt Rapporteurs Team Meeti ng - 1997 Septenber 19 - Cctober 3,
Anaheim California (close to Los
Angel es)

- 1998 April 27 - May 1, Mani
- 1998 Septenber 7-11, Brussels

El ectroni ¢ Conmer ce - 1997 Decenber 5, Ceneva
Internati onal Trade Procedures - 1997 Novenber 10-12, Geneva
(formerly ITT)

AC 1 - 1997 Novenber 10-12, Paris
Techni ques and Met hodol ogi es - 1997 Novenber 13-14, Paris
(formerly AC 1 & BNV

Joint (ECE/ISO Syntax Wrking - 1998 January, to be confirmed
Goup (JSWH

CONTACT | NFORMATI ON

61. Contact infornmation for subm ssion of comments, as requested in the above
m nut es:

Conment s on substantive issues related to version 4 of the ED FACT syntax
shoul d be sent to:

Dr. Wnfried Hennig

D N NBi

D- 10772 Berlin

Ger many

Tel ephone: 49 30 2601 2305

Tel ef ax: 49 30 2601 1158

I nternet: dal | mann@kt . di n. de

Comments on | egislative needs, requirenments and current practice should be
sent to one of the two foll ow ng addresses:

Ms. Anne Troye- Vél ker

Comm ssion for the European Communities
DG I11/F6 NLO5/5-48

200, Rue de la Loi

B- 1049 Brussel s

Bel gi um

Fax: 32 2 296 8387

Internet: anne.troye@g3. cec. be
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M. Renaud Sori eul

Legal Oficer, UW QA |TLB

Secretary UNCI TRAL Wirking G oup on EDI
Vienna International Centre

Room E- 0465

A-Vi enna 1400

Austria

Fax: 43 21345 4071

Internet: rsorieul @nor. un.or. at

Comrents for consideration by the ESG shoul d be sent to:

Ms. Virginia Cram Martos

Trade Facilitation Section

UN ECE Trade Divi sion

Pal ai s des Nations, Rm 450

1211 CGeneva 10

Swi tzerl and

Fax: 41 22 917 0037

Internet: virginia.crammartos@inece. org

Comrents for consideration by the Plenary Oficers and on other subjects,
shoul d be sent to:

M. Hans Hansel |

Trade Facilitation Section

UN ECE Trade Divi sion

Pal ai s des Nations, Rm 442
1211 Ceneva 10

Swi tzerl and

Fax: 41 22 917 0037

I nternet: hans. hansel | @nece. org

OTHER | NFORVATI ON

62. For constantly updated infornmation on Trade Facilitation and UN EDI FACT
work, as well as documentation for the next meeting, delegates can refer to:

The UN ECE Internet WWVTrade Facilitation |Informati on Exchange (TRAFI X)
ADDRESS: http://ww. unece. org/trafix/

Item 13 - Adoption of the report of the fifty-sixth session

63. The report of CGE 1 was adopted on 19 Septenber 1997 on the basis of a draft
prepared by the secretariat.
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ANNEX A
UN/ EDI FACT
STATEMENT ON THE YEAR 2000 | SSUE
(21 August 1997)
| NTRODUCTI ON

1. Considerable attention is being given to ensuring that conputer systens
and applications accurately process dates into the next century. In
particular, the format of dates is being extended to include a value for the
century. For exanple, fromthe "YYMVDD' format to "CCYYMVDD'.

2. This statenent has been prepared as a guide to users of the UN ED FACT
standard on the Year 2000 issue to enable users to assess and make any
requi red changes to their UV ED FACT i npl enent ati ons

3. Dates are used both in UV ED FACT Messages and in the UN ED FACT Service
Segnent s that envel ope the nessages.

UN EDI FACT MESSACES

4. For all UV ED FACT Messages, dates are specified in the DIM
(Dat e/ Ti ne/ Peri od) segnent.

5. Wthin the DIM segnent the value for a date is specified in data el ement
2380 (Date/tine/period). This data elenment has a variable length of up to a
maxi mum of 35 characters. As such, this can readily cater for dates and
periods specified with the century.
6. Furthernore, Data elenent 2379 (Date/time/period format qualifier) in the
DIM segnent provides for a code value to specify the fornmat of the date val ue
given in data el enent 2380. The existing code |list for data el ement 2379
caters for dates formatted with the century. Entries in this code |ist
i ncl ude:

102 CCYYMVDD

203 CCYYMVDDHHWM

204 CCYYMVDDHHWES

303 CCYYMVDDHHWE ZZ

600 cC

602 oYY

710 CCYYMM CCYYMM

718 CCYYMVDD- CCYYMVDD
7. Any additional date formats that may required in the code |ist can

routinely be requested through the UN ED FACT DMR (Data Mi ntenance Request)
process.
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8. Wile no changes are required to the DIM segnent to cater for dates and
periods specified with the century, users may need to nake changes to their
ED inplementations and to adjust their supporting Message | nplementation
Quidelines (M Gs) accordingly.

UN EDI FACT SERVI CE SEGVENTS

9. Two UN ED FACT Service Segnents contain a date, the UNB (Interchange
Header) segment and the UNG (Functional G oup Header) segment. |n both cases,
the same conposite data el enent S004 (Date/time of preparation) appears.

Wthin S004 is data el ement 0017 (Date) with a representation of n6 and a note
defining the fornat as "YYMVDD'.

10. To incorporate the century in data el enent 0017 woul d require a change to
the syntax to extend the | ength of the data el ement.

11. Arising fromthis situation a nunber of observations can be nade:

a) In data transfer, the date in data el ement 0017 serves as a tinme stanp
of the data interchange. Typically, since this date is exchanged in a
service envelope, it is not passed to the in-house conputer application
that subsequently processes the envel oped nessage dat a.

b) Extending the length of data el ement 0017 would result in the UNB and
UNG segnent specifications not being downwardly conpatibl e between the
version of the syntax in which the change was applied and earlier
versions of the syntax.

¢) For the purposes of interchange tracking and auditing, it is not
considered to be a problemin recognising that, for exanple;"000131" is
in fact 31 January 2000, since neither ED nor the UNB and UNG segnents
exi sted in 1900.

d If it did becone necessary to manipulate the date in data el enent 0017
froma YYMVDD format to a CCYYMMDD fornmat, a sinple test could be
applied to the value of the first two digits of the YYMVDD format, such
as;

If YY >80, set CCto 19, else set CC to 20.

This sol ution assunmes that no records of EDI activity were recorded
prior to 1980. It potentially could cope with the issue until the year
2080.

e) The ANSI X12 community in the United States has opted not to change the
format of the date in their equival ent service segments to accomodat e
the val ue of the century.

12. dven the above position and in the absence of any significant nunber of
user requests to make a change to the date in data el enent 0017, the

UN EDI FACT Steering Goup (ESG considers that no change is necessary, at this
point in tine.
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13. However, if there are proposals for change, the foll ow ng points should be
addr essed:

a) The question of conpatibility between versions 3 and 4 of the syntax;

b) Consideration needs to be given to the inpact of changing the I ength of
date el enent 0017 in the UNB & UNG segnents on those users who have no
requi renent to mani pul ate/ process the data in data el enent 0017;

¢) Thought must be given to the format of the date, if a change is to be
made. In the wider "Year 2000" date discussions, the probl ems which can
arise if the format is specified as variable length of n..8 (rather
than a fixed length of n8) needs to be considered,;

d) The wi dest possible user reaction to the proposal should be sought.
14. Shoul d majority support fromthe UV ED FACT user community for a change be

identified, the ESG woul d request the UNISO Joint Syntax Wrking Goup (JSW5
to respond.
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ANNEX B

REPORT OF THE JO NT GE.1 AND GE. 2 SESSI ON
ON LEGAL AND COMMERCI AL ASPECTS OF TRADE FACI LI TATI ON
(18 Septenmber 1997)

Documents: - TRADE/ CEFACT/ 1997/ CRP. 17, Legal Rapporteurs' Report
- V. 97-22269 May-5, Uncitral Mdel Law on El ectroni c Comrerce
with Quide to Enactnent 1996

1. The joint session was chaired by M. H Bates, Vice-Chairperson of
CEFACT.

2. The Legal Rapporteurs, reported that at its last meeting in Singapore on
21 to 25 April 1997, the Legal Rapporteurs' Team (LRT) had revised the
programme of work in view of the mgration process. It was suggested that
priority status be given to certain work itens and that e-nail shoul d be used
nore extensively in order to pronptly respond to requests and avoid the
necessity for neetings of the Legal Goup at each JRT. The Legal Rapporteurs
enphasi zed that the review of the work programme had been done in the |ight of
the progress made in electronic comrerce as well as other devel opnents
including the growth of the Internet and its interface with the ED process.
It was al so noted that the revised work programme woul d serve as a basis for
the preparation of the Legal Wrking Goup's (LW9 Terns of Reference.

3. The Legal Rapporteurs reviewed the proposed itens to be included in the
CEFACT Legal Wrking Goup's work progrannme:

(a) Model Interchange Agreenent: It was explained that the Legal WrKking
G oup woul d consi der extending the scope of Recomrendation No. 26 to
cover in addition el ectronic comrerce and a nodel technical annex
whi ch woul d eventual ly result in a revision of the Recommendation. The
Legal Rapporteurs also noted that a snall working group would start
this work in Cctober 1997. The Austrian del egation noted that their
country had devel oped such a nodel agreenent which could be taken into
consi deration by the Legal Rapporteurs.

(b) National legal and conmmercial barriers to international trade: The
Legal Rapporteurs reported on the on-goi ng anal ysis of responses to
the questionnaire, noting that approximately 20 countries had replied
and enphasising that this work was carried out in cooperation with the
UNCI TRAL secretariat. The Legal Rapporteurs al so stressed the
useful ness of this analysis noting that the work woul d be finalized as
soon as possible to present a report at a future session.

(c) Electronic authentication: The Legal Rapporteurs reported that Sl TPRO
in collaboration with UNCI TRAL secretariat, had up-dated the inventory
of international trade and transport conventions and agreenents
including references to "signatures", "witing" and "docurent"

( TRADE/ WP. 4/ R 1096) and extended the scope of the study to cover other
international instruments relevant to international trade law It was
noted that the revised docurment woul d identify instances where

revi sion of existing document was necessary to allow for el ectronic
equi val ents of paper docurments. An inventory of identified obstacles
woul d be presented at a future session. Furthernore, the Lega
Rapporteurs al so pointed to the uncertainty that prevailed over howto
proceed in order to overcone the obstacles identified. The critica

i ssues outlined by the Legal Rapporteurs included: the difficulty of
re-negotiating well-established international conventions that dealt
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with substantive |egal issues and went far beyond establishing form
requirenents; the desirability and feasibility of preparing yet

anot her convention to interpret existing formrequirenents, which
mght result in conplex issues of conflicting conventions;
alternatively the possibility of pronoting the UNCI TRAL Model Law on
El ectronic Conmerce as a tool for interpreting existing instruments.

(d) Data Protection: The Legal Rapporteurs noted that work in this area
was of critical inportance and shoul d focus on preparing practica
gui del i nes to users.

(e) Private International Law It was noted that research activities in
the field would need to be considered in relation to the revision of
t he Model |nterchange Agreenent. The Legal Rapporteurs al so nentioned
that several inportant issues such as jurisdiction and dispute
settlement |inked to the devel opnent of the Internet and to a gl oba
framewor k needed to be addressed urgently on the international |evel,
and were subject to a nunber of initiatives, anongst which a workshop
organi zed under the auspi ces of the Hague Conference on Private
International Law. So far, work in this area had not produced any
results.

(f) Model Intermediary Agreement: The Legal Rapporteurs expl ai ned t hat
work in this area was in a prelimnary stage and needed to progress.
In the future, the elaboration of a new UN Recormendation coul d be
envi saged.

(g) ICC E-terns Repository: It was noted that work under this itemshould
focus on nonitoring the progress in this area and provi de gui dance to
users as it could be relevant to the revision of the Mdel Interchange
Agreerment. It was also mentioned that the | CC E-100 proj ect had been
reviewed by the I CC and replaced by the H ectronic Commerce Project (
ECP). The French del egate nentioned al so the work of the ICCin
relation to certification authorities and digital signatures.

(h) Educational tools: The Legal Rapporteurs stressed the need to increase
awar eness and facilitate understanding of |legal issues linked to
el ectroni c commerce and EDI through pronotional activities such as
web sites, videos or other educational tools.

(i) Legal review of UV ED FACT nessages: Wrk in this area should foll ow
t he gui dance gi ven by the ESG

4. Recogni zing the inportance of all work itens |isted above, the Lega
Rapporteurs mentioned that priority would be given to the review of the Mde
I nt erchange Agreenent, electronic authentication as well as other itens
dependi ng on progress nade. Wrk itens no longer listed in the new programre
of work owing to a lack of resources or work undertaken by other internationa
bodi es included negotiability, electronic invoicing and self-billing, and the
requirenent for certification authorities.

5. In response to observations nade by several del egations as to the excl usion
of negotiability, the Legal Rapporteurs stressed the |ack of expertise in this
field, the lack of resources as well as the fact that other bodies were

exam ning the issue. Wth reference to the BOLERO schere, it was expl ai ned

that it was a coomercial initiative and outside the scope of the Legal Wérking
G oup's nmandate. Furthernore, the Legal Rapporteurs also briefly outlined the
work undertaken in this area by UNCI TRAL and the International Maritine
Commttee (CM).
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6. The Legal Rapporteurs al so noted that significant devel opments on the
national |evel as well as coordination with other international bodies woul d
continue to be part of the review work included in the work progranme.

7. The Legal Rapporteurs al so urged del egations to provide themwith all
rel evant docunentation and information in order to facilitate their work and
broaden the scope of their anal yses.

8. TEDIC project: The Legal Rapporteurs reported that follow ng the request by
WP. 4 to examne the TED C project and give an overview on the | egal

i nplications, discussions with the TEDI C pronoters had taken place at the

Hel si nki JRT neeting in 1996. Further neetings could despite all efforts not
be arranged, but a denonstration was organi zed by the TED C pronoters prior
tothe GE 1 and CGE. 2 joint session. The Legal Rapporteurs expressed the view
of the Legal Wrking Goup that it would not be appropriate to evaluate a
comrerci al project which would better be tested by the narket.

9. Referring to a newinternediary report nade available by the TED C
pronoters in July 1997, the Legal Rapporteurs nade the foll owi ng conments:

(a) a key factor of success of the TED C project would be its gl obal
di mensi on, especially its global |egal dinmension. So far, the Legal
Rapporteurs expl ai ned, the approach was that of a national |egal
appr oach.

(b) the Legal Wrking Goup nmight wish to nonitor further devel opnents of
the TEDI C project in connection with its possible relevance to the
revision of the Mdel |nterchange Agreenent. The Legal Rapporteurs
also pointed to the differences in the concept between the Mdel
I nt erchange Agreenent used in this forumand that used by the TED C
pronoters. The TEDI C project covered much of what was included in the
Techni cal Annex of the Mdel |nterchange Agreenent and additi onal
i ssues as part of different scenarios.

(c) it would al so be advisable to evaluate with the project pronoters the
devel opnent that woul d be required and the method to be used w thin
the UV ED FACT process to support the TEDIC initiative.

(d) prior to the operational phase, an anal ysis of dependencies of
certification authorities mght be a key factor of the project's
success.




