
UN/CEFACT 35th Forum
5 – 16 October 2020

& 9 – 13 November 2020

Virtual Forum Closing Session

Webinar best practices:
• Please mute your microphone when not speaking
• Try to avoid echos by using a specialized

microphone or a headset
• Avoid interupting or speaking over each other
• Use the raise hand function to request the floor
• Use the chat for comments
• In webinar events, use the Q&A for questions 

related to the interventions



Welcome addresses

Maria Ceccarelli
• Chief, Trade Facilitation Section, UNECE

Sue Probert
• Chair, UN/CEFACT



Housekeeping



International Trade Procedures PDA
Trade Procedures Facilitation Domain

Estelle Igwe
UN/CEFACT Vice Chair, ITP-PDA

Birgit Viohl
Trade Procedures Facilitation 
Domain Coordinator

Jake Shostag
Trade Procedures Facilitation 
Domain Coordinator



Finalized
• White Paper on Integrated Services for MSMEs in International Trade 

(ISMIT)
• Revision of Recommendation 5 on the Abbreviation of INCOTERMS

Current projects
• Cross Border Facilitation Measures for Disaster Relief Recommendation

• Finalizing the Public Review phase
• Planned to be presented to the Plenary in 2021

• Pandemic Crisis Response White Paper
• Finalizing its draft
• Planned to be presented to the Plenary in 2021

ITP-PDA – Trade Procedures Facilitation Domain
Achievements & ongoing work



Private Sector involvement in Trade Facilitation measures
• Very successful webinar on 6 October demonstrating that

guidance in this area could be useful
• Plan to suggest the launch of a project on the subject

Revision of Recommendation 18
• This recommendation provides a powerful tool on multiple 

trade facilitation measures.
• Last updated in 2002; could benefit from an update and 

modernization to align with current practices.
• Plan to suggest the launch of a revision project

ITP-PDA – Trade Procedures Facilitation Domain 
Future plans



International Trade Procedures PDA
Single Window Domain

Aleksei Bondarenko
UN/CEFACT Vice Chair, ITP-PDA

Jalal Benhayoun
Single Window
Domain Coordinator



Finalized
• Revision of Recommendation 33 on Single Window
• White Paper on Core Principles of the Operation of Systematically

Important Single Window
• Recommendation on Trade Information Portals (pending final 

approval)
• Webinar of 7 October demonstrated the different solutions which exist

Current projects
• Core Principles of the Operation of Systematically Important Single 

Window

ITP-PDA – Single Window Domain
Achievements & ongoing work



Assessment methodology of Single Window
• Plan to propose a project on analytics based on Rec33, 34, 35 to 

provide a methodology to assess actual levels of implementation
of Single Window

Risk management and Single Window
• Plan to continue studying the possibilities of a project on the topic
Cyber security and Single Window
• Plan to continue studying the possibilities of a project on the topic
Machine learning and Single Window
• Plan to continue studying the possibilities of a project on the topic

ITP-PDA – Single Window Domain
Future plans



International Trade Procedures PDA
Code List Focal Point

Aleksei Bondarenko
UN/CEFACT Vice Chair, ITP-PDA



Finalized
• Update of Recommendation 20 (Codes for Units of Measure Used

in International Trade) annexes II and III
• Update of Recommendation 21 (Codes for Passengers, Types of 

Cargo, Packages and Packaging Material) annex V

Upcoming
• Update of Recommendation 23 (Freight Cost Code) annex
• Update of Recommendation 20 (Codes for Units of Measure Used

in International Trade) annexes II and III
• New code list for Crew Lists (requirement in IMO FAL reporting)

ITP-PDA – Code List Focal Point
Achievements & future plans



International Supply Chain PDA
Supply Chain Mgmt and Procurement Domain

Ian Watt
UN/CEFACT Vice Chair, ISC-PDA

Edmund Grey
Supply Chain Management and Procurement
Domain Coordinator



Finalized
• Buy Ship Pay Reference Data Model
• Export Packing List

Current projects
• Cross Industry Supply Chain Track and Trace
• eNegotiations
• Transfer of MLETR-compliant titles
• SCRDM subset for the Automotive sector

ISC-PDA – Supply Chain Mgmt and Procurement
Achievements & ongoing work



Advanced technologies applications
• Continue to purse understanding in advanced technologies as 

applicable to the SCMP Domain

Further enhancing involvement of other organizations in SCMP
• Working closely with Transport and Logistics Domain (under

the shared BSP-RDM)
• Very much appreciate the efforts of GS1 and others in the 

work of the SCMP Domain

ISC-PDA – Supply Chain Mgmt and Procurement
Future plans



International Supply Chain PDA
Travel and Tourism Domain

Ian Watt
UN/CEFACT Vice Chair, ISC-PDA

Sachin Mehta
Travel and Tourism
Domain Coordinator



Current projects
• Sustainable Tourism White Paper

• UN/SDGs have been studied to identify relevant goals and objects each sector of 
T/T Industry should focus on.

• To develop questionnaires for self evaluating system will be delayed.
• Experience Program Technical Artefacts

• Development has been going on steadily, but a little slowly. Relevant class 
diagrams and BIEs have been drafted.

Potential new projects
• Considering the development of a Travel and Tourism Reference Data 

Model and development of relevant APIs
• Studying the possibility of an eBusiness standard for information linked

to itineraries

ISC-PDA – Travel and Tourism Domain
Ongoing work & future plans



International Supply Chain PDA
Transport and Logistics Domain

Hanane Becha
UN/CEFACT Vice Chair, ISC-PDA

David Roff
Transport and Logistics
Domain Coordinator



Finalized
• Smart Container eBusiness standard
• Data Pipeline Carrier eBusiness standard
• Cross-Border Delivery eBusiness standard
• International Forwarding and Transport eBusiness standard
• Ship Agent and Ship Broker Minimum Standards 

recommendation
Current projects
• Dangerous Goods eBusiness standard
• IMO eFAL mapping project

ISC-PDA – Transport and Logistics Domain
Achievements & ongoing work



Reenforcing multimodal aspects of the MMT RDM
• Plan to launch a project to further integrate input from rail, air and 

inland waterway added to the already rich road and maritime 
information

Contributing to potential use in a corridor
• Plan with the UNECE Regional Advisor to roll out the use of the 

published standards within a transport corridor
Providing guidance on UN/LOCODE Child Code use
• Plan to request a project to compliment the work done on Rec16 

and the repository
Further enhancing involvement of other organizations in T+L
• Very much appreciate the efforts of SMDG, ITIGG, Protect, BIC, 

DCSA, IPCSA, and others in the work of the T+L Domain

ISC-PDA – Transport and Logistics Domain
Future plans



International Supply Chain PDA
Health and Insurance Domain

Hanane Becha
UN/CEFACT Vice Chair, ISC-PDA

Michel Bormans
Health and Insurance
Domain Coordinator



Current projects
• Reimbursement of Healthcare Claims

Potential future work
• International Motor Liability Insurance Certificate

• Health Insurance Semantics Alignment

ISC-PDA – Health and Insurance Domain
Ongoing work & Future plans



International Supply Chain PDA
Finance and Payment Domain

Liliana Fratini Passi
UN/CEFACT Vice Chair, ISC-PDA

Fabio Sorrentino
Finance and Payment
Domain Coordinator



Finalized
• Purchase Order Financing eBusiness standard

Potential future work
• Plan to propose a project for an Open Finance White Paper

• Prosecution of the analysis on the topic of Open Finance’s role in 
trade facilitation

• Contributions into projects in other domains
• Internet of Things White Paper – finance linkages, according to 

updated ToC

ISC-PDA – Finance and Payment Domain
Achievements & future plans



International Supply Chain PDA
Accounting and Audit Domain

Liliana Fratini Passi
UN/CEFACT Vice Chair, ISC-PDA

Anita Patel
Accounting and Audit
Domain Coordinator



Current projects
• Accounting and Audit Reference Data Model
• Mapping work is ongoing between UN CCL, XBRL-GL and 

SAF-T

ISC-PDA – Accounting and Audit Domain
Ongoing work



Regulatory and eGovernment PDA
Agriculture, Agrifood and Fisheries Domain

Benno Slot
UN/CEFACT Vice Chair, REG-PDA

Frans van Diepen
Agriculture, Agrifood and Fisheries
Domain Coordinator



Finalized
• Rapid Alert System for Food and Feed (RASFF) eBusiness

Standard

Current projects
• Sustainable Textile and Leather Traceability and 

Transparency Project
• eQuality Certificate
• eCert Guide

REG-PDA – Agriculture, Agrifood, Fisheries
Achievements & ongoing work



Proposed work on certificates
• Aligning certificate requirements to the BSP-RDM to ensure

interoperability and harmonization with the rest of the supply
chain

• Potentially covering all certificate needs including SPS, 
Veterinary, eCITES, Origin, Quality and others

REG-PDA – Agriculture, Agrifood, Fisheries
Future plans



Regulatory and eGovernment PDA
Environment Management Domain

Benno Slot
UN/CEFACT Vice Chair, REG-PDA

Norbert Pfaffinger
Environment Management
Domain Coordinator



Current projects
• Waste Management and Waste Analysis project

Potential future work
• Studying how to make the UN/CEFACT Transboundary

Movement of Waste eBusiness standard more interoperable
with other standards

REG-PDA – Environment Domain
Ongoing work & future plans



Regulatory and eGovernment PDA
eData Management Domain

Tahseen Khan
UN/CEFACT Vice Chair, REG-PDA

Kaushik Srinivasan
eData Management
Domain Coordinator



Finalized
• White Paper overview of Blockchain in Trade

Current projects
• Cross border Inter-ledger exchange for Preferential

Certificates of Origin using Blockchain
• UN/CEFACT Chain project
• Internet of Things for Trade Facilitation
• Digital ID for Trade Facilitation

REG-PDA – eData Management Domain
Achievements & ongoing work



Artificial Intelligence in Trade Facilitaiton
• Organized a Webinar on “Advancements in AI to facilitate cross 

border paperless trade”
• Working on launching a new project on Use of AI in Trade 

Facilitation which has received interest
Information security guidelines
• Studying the possibility of a new project on information security 

guidelines for trade around cyber security, mutual recognition, data 
retention, trusted third party services such as time stamping, and 
data confidentiality

Electronic notarization
• Studying the possibility of a new project on electronic notarization 

for trustworthy electronic transactions

REG-PDA – eData Management Domain
Future plans



Regulatory and eGovernment PDA
Cross Border Management Domain

Tahseen Khan
UN/CEFACT Vice Chair, REG-PDA

Amar More
Cross Border Management
Domain Coordinator

Ananth 
Rathakrishnan
Cross Border Management
Domain Coordinator



Current projects
• Cross Border Management Reference Data Model

Potential future plans
• Studying the possibility of a project for guidelines for standards-

based ICT for government development strategies
• Studying the possibility of a project on digital corridors
• Studying the possibility of a project on blockchain based AEO 

mutual recognition data exchange
• Studying the possibility of land locked countries corridor 

development strategies

REG-PDA – Cross Border Mgmt Domain
Ongoing work & future plans



Methodology and Technology PDA
Specification Domain

Marek Laskowski
UN/CEFACT Vice Chair, M+T-PDA

Hisanao Sugamata
Specification
Domain Coordinator



Finalized
• Message Construction Guidelines
• Header Envelope Project
• Electronic Application Error and Acknowledgement

Current projects
• RDM 2 API
• API Town Plan

M+T PDA – Specification Domain
Achievements & ongoing work



CCBDA and NDR maintenance
• Studying the technical specifications on CCBDA and XML-

NDR to see if a maintenance is necessary

API related specification
• Based on the initial guidelines of the RDM 2 API project and 

preliminary testing within UN/CEFACT Domains, a technical 
specification on API standard development with UN/CEFACT 
artefacts

M+T PDA – Specification Domain
Future plans



Methodology and Technology PDA
Library Maintenance Focal Point

Marek Laskowski
UN/CEFACT Vice Chair, M+T-PDA

Mary Kay Blantz
Library Maintenance
Focal Point



Updates recieved from the following domains:
• All based on the CCTS version 2.01

Total library size

Achievements

D19B D20A D20B

ACCs 588 593 596

ABIEs 1268 1279 1284

qDTs 165 166 166

D19B D20A D20B

50 new CCs
2 updated CCs
5 new qDTs

CBI was the biggest contributor

122 new CCs
1 new qDT

MMT Smart Container project
was the biggest contributor

51 new CCs
1 updated CC
1 new qDT

IMO FAL mapping was the biggest
contributor



Methodology and Technology PDA
UN/EDIFACT Focal Point

Marek Laskowski
UN/CEFACT Vice Chair, M+T-PDA

Gait Boxman
UN/EDIFACT
Focal Point



UN/EDIFACT D19B D20A D20B

Total DMRs received 40 12 15
Approved 23 1

Approved with modifications 17 4

Postponed 0 7

Rejected 0 0

Withdrawn 0 0

Achievements



Methodology and Technology PDA
Validation Focal Point

Marek Laskowski
UN/CEFACT Vice Chair, M+T-PDA

Enjo Hidekazu
Validation
Focal Point



Finalized
• Validation of UN/EDIFACT Directories 19B and 20A
• Validation of CCL (based on CCTS 2.01) 19B and 20A

Ongoing work
• Validation of UN/EDIFACT Directory 20B
• Validation of CCL (based on CCTS 2.01) 20B

Achievements



• The Forum will continue from 9 November!

• Presentations made during the Forum will be made available on 
the event website: 

• http://www.unece.org/trade/uncefact/35thuncefactforum_oct2020.html

• Thank you to all participants, project teams, Domain Coordinators, 
Bureau members… All in all, the whole « Virtual Forum » went
rather smoothly

• Hopefully see you again soon in person!

Final housekeeping

http://www.unece.org/trade/uncefact/35thuncefactforum_oct2020.html


www.unece.org/cefact
uncefact@un.org
lance.thompson@un.org

http://www.unece.org/cefact
mailto:uncefact@un.org
mailto:lance.thompson@un.org
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