
Mapping between XBRL-GL, 
SAF-T and CC UN/CEFACT

French use case : Our experience and current work
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In France

• The standard mostly used for taxes is EDIFACT

Declarative Services in 2020
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Challenges

• Tax Administration 
• The Tax Administration is using their own proprietary data format. 

• Software vendors 
• Spontaneously reluctant to using standards Need to be convinced all the time. 
• Some vendors are convinced that interoperability between standard is key, in a 

near future. 

• Multiple standards 
• EDIFACT is vastly used in many domains, including filing. 
• XBRL used in reporting and legal accounting. 
• ebXML is used only for electronic invoicing (Factur-X)
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Requirements

• Accountants vs. data management tools

Responsive Interoperable

Comparison/ 
Collaboration

Sectorial 
Analysis Previsional

User-friendly

* Etude Ecole centrale de Lyon - 
2019
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Project History

Education

UN/CEFACT artefact

XBRL-GL Taxonomy

OECD SAF-T

Methodology

Need tool(s) to capture 
mapping

Deal with aggregation and 
sort order differentiation

Filter out only CC currently 
used by A+A messages 

Relationships

Need tool to create 
relationship 

Create  relationship 
between multiple concept

Document relationship 
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Education : UN/CEFACT's CCs
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Education : XBRL-GL

XBRL-
GL 

Modularity

COR 
core

BUS 
commerce

MUC 
multicurrency

USK 
US/UK 

Specific

SRCD 
Reporting

EHM 
Inventory,  

Amortization Accounting 
Entries

Document 
Information

Entity 
Information 

section

Entry 
Information

8



Methodology

Networker's features: 
• Automatic import of multiple 

standards and formats. 
• Sorting in taxonomy order or 

original order for imported 
standards 
• Manage relationships 
• Implement mappings 
• Export results
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Relationships : Scopes
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Relationships : Enumeration / Code List
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Relationships : Enumeration / Code List
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Relationship : Documentation

• Documentation 
• Comments 
• Web Links
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Mapping : Accounting Account example

XBRL-GL CC UN/CEFACT SAF-T
Account Identifier Accounting Account. Detail Account

Main Account Number (gl-cor) Accounting Account. Identification. 
Identifier Account ID

Subaccount Information (gl-cor) Accounting Account. Sub Account. Identifier

Main Account Description (gl-cor) Accounting Account. Name. Text AccountDescription

Subaccount Description (gl-cor) Accounting Account. Abbreviated Name. Text

Account Type Description (gl-cor) 
Account Type (gl-cor / enumeration) Accounting Account. Type. Code AccountType

Accounting Account. Amount Type. Code

Etc.
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Work Agenda

• Define Export Formats to comply with UN/CEFACT requirements. 
• Expand mapping to code lists/enumerations. 
• Expand mapping to other domains (except payrolls) 
• Writing the BRS.
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