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What is ITC?

Mission

• ITC enables small business export success in 
developing countries by providing, with partners, trade 
development solutions to the private sector, trade 
support institutions and policy-makers

The UN body for design of 
policy recommendations to 
achieve economic and social 
development through trade and 
investment.

The forum to negotiate 
multilateral trade rules, monitor 

their implementation and handle 
trade disputes

ITC works with local and regional 
institutions and businesspeople to 

build trade capacity.



Voluntary sustainability standards –
definitions and examples
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Voluntary 
sustainability 

standards  
Compliance 
is voluntary

Mandatory 
standards

Compliance 
is mandatory

WTO technical regulation

Rules of origin/certificate of 
origin

Other national or regional 
standards

• Regulation increasingly includes principles and provisions developed by VSS or directly 
refer to voluntary standards.

• VSS require compliance with local laws and regulations, e.g. labor or environmental laws 
• Buyers ask suppliers for compliance with voluntary standards.



Unilever aims at 
sourcing 100% of its 

agricultural raw 
materials in a 

sustainable manner by 
2020. 

Mars aims at sourcing 100% of its 
cocoa from sustainable sources 

by 2020. 

Private companies’ commitments

IKEA aims to source 100% of 
wood, paper and cardboard from 
more sustainable sources by 
August 2020. 



230+ sustainability standards & codes



ITC Global Database of Sustainability Standards
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For more information:

www.standardsmap.org

www.sustainabilitymap.org (launch in Q2 2017)

THANK YOU!

Mathieu Lamolle
Trade for Sustainable Development – T4SD
Senior Asdvisor Sustainability Standards & Value Chains
lamolle@intracen.org
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