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UN/LOCODE Overview

• Identification of locations required in international 
trade and transport 

• Names of locations spelt in different languages!! 

create confusion and difficulty.  



TRADE

UN/LOCODE Overview
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UN/LOCODE Overview

• A unique and unambiguous way
• UNECE recommandation No. 16 (Third edition in 1998)
• UN/LOCODE (Code for Trade and Transport Locations)

Geneva = CH GVA

• the five-character code system: 
I. 2-character country code 
II. 3-character location code

• used for purposes of trade
• to designate locations
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http://www.unece.org/cefact/locode/welcome.html

UN/LOCODE Website

http://www.unece.org/cefact/locode/welcome.html
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From website:

 UNECE Recommendation No. 16 

 Code List  by Country on the website 
(http://www.unece.org/cefact/locode/welcome.html ) 

 Download of complete code list on the website in three formats:
• mdb
• txt
• csv

 Link to Online Data Maintenance Request System

 Link to list of UN/LOCODE Focal Points

UN/LOCODE Website

http://www.unece.org/cefact/locode/welcome.html
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Page reviews from 2014-2016
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Analysis of the page reviews from 2014-2016

1. Secretariat Note increased dramatically in 2016, why?

• Useful information was added 
• The importance of Secretariat Note was emphasized 
• New Users of UN/LOCODE was increased

2. Compared to 2015, the homepage views decreased about 25% in 2016, why?

• Homepage is not dynamic enough
• Users are familiar with the background introduction and other methods to get the 

links included in the homepage

UN/LOCODE Web Statistics
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UN/LOCODE Releases

Release No. Issue Date
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UN/LOCODE Releases
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The First UN/LOCODE Conference 
24 April 2015, Geneva

Objectives:

• Drawing Member States' attention on the issue of UN/LOCODE maintenance; 
• Seeking more support by having a nominated focal point per country; and 
• Brainstorming on how to improve UN/LOCODE

http://www.unece.org/index.php?id=38907#/

http://www.unece.org/index.php?id=38907#/
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UN/LOCODE Conference 
28 April 2016, Geneva

http://www.unece.org/index.php?id=42323#/

http://www.unece.org/index.php?id=42323#/
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Participants:
• China, Estonia, Italy, Japan, Morocco, Norway, Thailand, The Netherlands, 

Senegal and Ukraine
• Bureau International de Conteneurs (BIC), European Union (EU), Food and 

Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), GS1, International 
Maritime Organization (IMO), International Trade Centre (ITC), United 
Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) and Universal 
Postal Union (UPU)

• Esri, Google, GT Nexus, IHS Maritime & Trade, SMDG and International Port 
Community Systems Association (IPCSA)

• Finland, India, Republic of Korea, Libya, Mauritania, Nigeria, Saudi Arabia, Switzerland, the 
United States of America, The International Organization for Standardization (ISO) , The 
International Air Transport Association (IATA), Hapag Lloyd, INTTRA, Maersk Line

UN/LOCODE Conference 
28 April 2016, Geneva
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UN/LOCODE Conference 
28 April 2016, Geneva

http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/uncefact/plenary/2017/ECE_TRADE_C_CEFACT_2017_14E__UNLOCODE_conference_report_.pdf
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UN/LOCODE Conference 
28 April 2016, Geneva
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UN/LOCODE Conference 
28 April 2016, Geneva
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UN/LOCODE Conference 
28 April 2016, Geneva

A questionnaire to be sent out soon
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UN/LOCODE Focal Point Network 

After last conference, new National Focal Points were nominated  by Cyprus, Greece, 
Netherlands, Sweden and Turkey. We have 32 National Focal Points now on the list.

Institutional Focal Points: IMO, IATA,UPU, ITU, EMSA, EUROSTAT 
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UN/LOCODE Focal Point Network 

UN/LOCODE Institutional Focal Points:
• European Maritime Safety Agency (EMSA)

• EUROSTAT

• International Air Transport Association (IATA) 

• International Maritime Organization (IMO)

• International Telecommunication Union (ITU) 

• Universal Postal Union (UPU)
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UN/LOCODE Pilot Project 

http://esriurl.com/unlocode

http://esriurl.com/unlocode
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Study Team Composition

On a volunteer basis, representatives from

Japan IMO

Norway IBC

Spain GT-Nexus

Thailand IHS

UN/CEFACT INTTRA

European Union COSCON

ESRI
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ToRs of Study Team

• Study background
• Study objectives
• Study results

- Business Requirement Specification
- Use Cases
- Proposals

• Organization of the study
- Teleconferences

• Reporting
• Time schedule
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Study Team Collaboration Platform 

Confluence UN/CEFACT Environment (CUE)
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Teleconferences
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Published on the CUE:

Study Report
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Current UN/LOCODE System:

Study Report
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Study Report

Drawbacks of current UN/LOCODE System
• No central database
• No data interface between front-end and back-end 

system
• No good validation on the front-end system
• No tracking after submission of a DMR
• No web-form for DMR for modification
• Failure of meeting requests by new work flow in 

association with Focal Points
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Summary:
• UN/LOCODE system to be re-engineered ASAP
• Current free-of-charge services MUST be continued
• The new UN/LOCODE system should be supported by one 

central database
• Legacy data must be migrated to the new system

Study Report
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Study Report

Future UN/LOCODE System
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Study Report

• Appendix 1: Business Requirement Specification
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Study Report

• Appendix 2: Use Cases
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For further information

Ms. Yan Zhang
Yan.zhang@unece.org

+41 22 917 3010
Palais des Nations, Geneva

UN/LOCODE Secretariat

mailto:Yan.zhang@unece.org
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