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TF implementation very heterogeneous across the region 

TF and Paperless Trade Implementation in  
North America, Europe & Central Asia: 2017 Survey Highlights 

Source: UNECE, UNRCs Survey 2017 
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Trade facilitation implementation and GDP per capita of 36 UNECE economies 

 

TF implementation higher in high-income countries 
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TF and Paperless Trade Implementation in  
North America, Europe & Central Asia: 2017 Survey Highlights 

TF performance varies within each sub-regional grouping 
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Transparency measures most implemented; Cross-border paperless trade 
measures least implemented 
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TF and Paperless Trade Implementation in  
North America, Europe & Central Asia: 2017 Survey Highlights 

There are differences in the implementation of various  paperless trade measures 

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Electronic/automated Customs System

Electronic Submission of Customs Declarations

Internet Connection available to Customs and other trade control agencies…

E-Payment of Customs Duties and Fee

Electronic Submission of Air Cargo Manifests

Electronic Single Window System

Electronic Application and Issuance of Import and Export Permit, if such…

Electronic Application and Inssuance of Preferential Certificate of Origin

Electronic Application for Customs Refunds

Fully implemented Partially implemented Pilot stage of implementation
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TF and Paperless Trade Implementation in  
North America, Europe & Central Asia: 2017 Survey Highlights 

There is scope to advance implementation of cross-border paperless trade 
measures in the UNECE region 

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Laws and regulations for electronic transactions

Recognised certification authority

Engagement in trade-related cross-border electronic data exchange

Traders in Your Country Apply for Letters of Credit Electronically from Banks or Insurers

Without Lodging Paper-based Documents

Electronic exchange of Sanitary & Phyto-Sanitary Certificate

Electronic exchange of Certificate of Origin

Fully implemented Partially implemented Pilot stage of implementation Not implemented Don't Know
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TF and Paperless Trade Implementation in  
North America, Europe & Central Asia: 2017 Survey Highlights 

Some countries are devoting particular attention to trade facilitation measures for 
SMEs 

Turkey:  

SMEs development organization is also 

a member of National Trade Facilitation 

Board. 

The Netherlands:  

SW technology is easily accessible for 

all traders, including SMEs 

Belarus:  

Working to reduce the administrative 

burden on SMEs by developing an 

electronic register of administrative 

procedures and transferring the 25 

most frequently used procedures to an 

electronic format. 

Finland:                                              

Government has taken actions to make 

SW more easily accessible to SMEs 

(e.g., by providing technical 

consultation and training services to 

SMEs on registering and using the 

facility) 
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TF and Paperless Trade Implementation in  
North America, Europe & Central Asia: 2017 Survey Highlights 

Moving up the ladder towards seamless international trade supply chains  
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Conclusions 
Disparities across sub-regions in TF 

But many countries actively moving beyond 
WTO TFA implementation towards paperless 

trade & cross-border paperless trade 

Benefits are clear 

UNECE provides key recommendations and 
standards and is developing projects to ensure 
progress can be made in an inclusive manner 
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Note: Countries’ trade costs are based on average comprehensive bilateral trade costs with China , India and 
the USA (2010-14) and expressed as ad valorem equivalents (%).  
Source: ESCAP-World Bank International Trade Cost Database and UNECE 

Trade facilitation reduces trade costs in the UNECE region 

Conclusions 
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UN/CEFACT work for TF and Paperless Trade 

40        

Policy  Rec.s 

440 

eBusiness 

Standards 

Guidelines, 

Briefs, Case 

Studies   

Paperless Trade 

http://www.unece.org/index.php?eID=tx_cms_showpic&file=uploads/pics/ece_362_01.jpg&md5=4ada891b681700264678df7c19f0e3d5317fd38b&parameters%5B0%5D=YTo0OntzOjU6IndpZHRoIjtzOjQ6IjgwMG0iO3M6NjoiaGVpZ2h0IjtzOjQ6IjYw&parameters%5B1%5D=MG0iO3M6NzoiYm9keVRhZyI7czo0MToiPGJvZHkgc3R5bGU9Im1hcmdpbjowOyBi&parameters%5B2%5D=YWNrZ3JvdW5kOiNmZmY7Ij4iO3M6NDoid3JhcCI7czozNzoiPGEgaHJlZj0iamF2&parameters%5B3%5D=YXNjcmlwdDpjbG9zZSgpOyI+IHwgPC9hPiI7fQ==
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Core Principles for the 

Operation of Single 

Window 

Cross Industry Invoice 
Supply Chain and 

Multi-Modal Reference 

Data Model 

Single Submission 

Portal (project) 
Pipeline Data Carrier 

Trusted Transboundary 

environment for 

legally significant 

interactions 

Blockchain application 

to Trade Facilitation 

Smart container 

(Project) 

Traceability of 

Sustainable Supply 

Chains (Agri-food, 

Fishery, Textile) 

UN/CEFACT new projects 
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UN/CEFACT long-standing deliverables for Paperless Trade 

http://www.unece.org/cefact 
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Maria.Ceccarelli@unece.org 
www.uncefact.org 

tfig.unece.org 
 

Thank you! 

mailto:Maria.Ceccarelli@unece.org
http://www.unece.org/cefact
http://www.uncefact.org/
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