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 Trade facilitation  is important for the region 
 
 The region’s share of international trade is 4.3%.  

 
Intra regional trade is around 10% compared with 24% in  
ASEAN, 64% in EU, etc. 

 
Sub-regional trade is also very low ( GCC, AMU, Aghadir).  

 
Arab export is 50% below its potential (WB).  

 
 High trade costs despite cheap oil, cheap labor, etc.  

 
 High logistics costs compared to transport costs.  
 

 
 



The Survey Instrument and Methodology 
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Survey Instrument and Methodology 

Step 1. Data Submission by experts 

 The survey questionnaire was sent by the ESCWA secretariat to 
selected trade facilitation experts 
 
 The questionnaire was also made publicly available online. 
 
 The questionnaire was also sent to relevant national trade facilitation 
authorities or agencies and regional trade facilitation partners or 
organizations. 
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Step 2. Data verification by the ESCWA 
Secretariat 

 
 

 The ESCWA Secretariat cross-checked the data collected in Step 1. 
  
 
 Desk research and data verification.  
 
 
  discussion with some stakeholders via different means.  
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Step 3. Data validation by national 
governments  
 

 The data were shared with national governments for review and 
feedback. 
 
 
 The feedback from national governments was incorporated to finalize 
the dataset. 
 



 
 

Key Findings of the Survey 
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57% overall implementation rate of TF and paperless 

trade in the region ( 48% in 2015)  

 

Bahrain, 67.74% 

Egypt, 56.99% 

Iraq, 44.09% 

Jordan, 77.42% 

Lebanon, 53.76% 

Palestine, 32.26% 

Qatar, 95.70% 

Sudan, 45.16% 
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. 

57% overall implementation rate of TF and 
paperless trade in the region ( 48% in 2015)  
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Key Findings of the Survey 
 Implementation of the General TF vs 

Paperless Trade measures 
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Implementation of TF measures only  
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 Most and least implemented measure in the 

ESCWA region 
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Transparency: The most and least 
implemented measures 

90% 

67% 

80% 

57% 

77% 

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Publication of existing import-export regulations
on the Internet

Stakeholder consultation on new draft
regulations (prior to their finalization)

 Advance publication/notification of new
regulation before their implementation (e.g., 30

days prior)

 Advance ruling (on tariff classification)

Independent appeal mechanism (for traders to 
appeal Customs  and other relevant trade control 

agencies’ rulings) 
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Formalities: The most and least 
implemented measures 

67% 

70% 
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0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Risk management (as a basis for deciding whether a shipment
will be or not physically inspected)

Pre-arrival processing

Post-clearance audit

Separation of Release from final determination of customs
duties, taxes, fees and charges

Establishment and publication of average release times

Trade facilitation measures for authorized operators

Expedited shipments

Acceptance of paper or electronic copies of supporting
documents required for import, export or transit formalities.
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Key Findings of the Survey  

Institutional arragement and cooperation: The 
most and least implemented measures 

77% 

77% 

83% 

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Establishment of a national trade
facilitation committee or similar

body

Cooperation between agencies on
the ground at the national level

Government agencies delegating
controls to Customs authorities
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Key Findings of the Survey  

Paperless Trade: The most and least 
implemented measures 
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Key Findings of the Survey  

Cross-border Paperless Trade: The most and 
least implemented measures 

90% 

20% 
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Laws and regulations for electronic transactions are in place (e.g.
e-commerce law, e-transaction law)
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traders to conduct electronic transactions
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Certificate of Origin electronically exchanged between your
country and other countries
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electronically without lodging paper-based documents
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Key Findings of the Survey 
 Implementation of the “Transparency” 

measure per country 
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Key Findings of the Survey 
 Implementation of the “Formalities” measure 

per country 
 

0.00%

50.00%

100.00%
Bahrain

Egypt

Iraq

Jordan

Lebanon

Palestine

Qatar

Sudan

UAE

Yemen

Formalities



Page 21 

Key Findings of the Survey 
 Implementation of the “Institutional arragement 

and cooperation” measure per country 
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Key Findings of the Survey 
 Implementation of the “Paperless Trade” 

measure per country 
 

0.00%

10.00%

20.00%

30.00%

40.00%

50.00%

60.00%

70.00%

80.00%

90.00%

100.00%

Bahrain Egypt Iraq Jordan Lebanon Palestine Qatar Sudan UAE Yemen

Paperless trade



Page 23 

Key Findings of the Survey 
 Implementation of the “Cross-border 

Paperless Trade” measure per country 
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Key Findings of the Survey 
 Bahrain 
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Key Findings of the Survey 
 Egypt 
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Key Findings of the Survey 
 Iraq 
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Key Findings of the Survey 

Jordan 
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Key Findings of the Survey 

Lebanon 
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Key Findings of the Survey 

Palestine 
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Key Findings of the Survey 

Qatar 
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Key Findings of the Survey 

Sudan 
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Key Findings of the Survey 

UAE 
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Key Findings of the Survey 

Yemen 
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Conclusion  

•Good progress in TF implementation and paperless 
trade.  
 

•Important to implement beyond the border measures.  
 

•Regional coordination mechanisms to improve regional 
performance.  
 

•More investment on infrastructure efficiency to 
enhance competitiveness.  
 
 
 
 
 



Thank you 
 

al-ghaberi@un.org 
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