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| MPLEMENTATI ON OF COWM SSI ON DECI SI ON 1 (48)

To be considered during the sessions of the Principal Subsidiary Bodies (PSBs)
and included in their reports to the Commi ssion

Informati on Guide for the Conm Ssion

Par agr aphs
(i) Possi bl e draft deci sions and/or recomendations to be
di scussed and possi bly adopted by the Comm ssion at
its next session. none
(ii) I mpl ement ati on of decisions adopted by the Conm ssion, 7-15; 16- 24,
i ncludi ng application of resolutions adopted by the 109;

ECOSOC and the General Assenmbly (inputs nade to gl oba
programes and i nterregi onal cooperation).

(iii) Possible anendments to the mandate of the PSB, for
di scussi on and, possibly, adoption by the Conm ssion none

(iv) Programe of Work
- Inplenmentation of the Programme of Work, including
- difficulties encountered

- proposals to stream ine activities, 12-13; 97;
to enhance efficiency, and 113; 119; 129;
to assist the economies in transition 30; 32-35; 44-50;
86- 89;
- Resource informati on, and 123; 145;
- proposals to ensure a nore efficient 97; 114; 117;
use of avail abl e resources 121-122; 131-133;
- Programme of Wbrk and cal endar of neetings 138- 143; 146;

for the com ng year(s)

(v) Cooperation

- Cooperation with other ECE Subsidiary Bodies 40;
active in other but related fields of activity,
and suggestions for the inprovenent of such
cooperation.

- Cooperation with other rel evant organi zations 26-27; 38-39; 44-47,
and institutions, and suggestions for the 51; 53; 79; 97;
i mprovenent of such cooperation 120; 129:

(vi) Evaluation of the publications none
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ATTENDANCE

1. The Inl and Transport Committee held its sixtieth session
from12 to 16 January 1998. The duties of Chairman of the session were
performed by the Vice-Chairman, M. H Courtois (Belgiun.

2. Representatives of the followi ng countries participated: Austria
Bel arus; Bel gium Bulgaria; Croatia; Czech Republic; Finland;, France; GCernany;
Greece; Hungary; lIsrael; |Italy; Netherlands; Norway; Pol and; Portugal

Romani a; Russi an Federation; Slovakia; Slovenia; Spain; Sweden; Swtzerl and,
Turkey; Ukraine; United Kingdom United States of Anerica. The European

Commi ssion (EC) was al so represented. A representative of the United Nations
Conference on Trade and Devel opment (UNCTAD) attended the session
Representatives of the follow ng intergovernmental organizations also took
part in the session: Danube Comm ssion (DC); European Conference of Mnisters
of Transport (ECMI); Central Conmmission for the Navigation of the Rhine
(CCNR); Organi zation for Co-operation between Railways (OSZhD). The foll ow ng
non- gover nnent al organi zati ons were represented: International Road Federation
(IRF); International Road Transport Union (IRU); International Organization
for Standardi zation (1S0); International Transport Wrkers' Federation (ITF);
International Touring Alliance (A T); International Union of Railways (U C)

ADOPTI ON OF THE AGENDA
3. The Committee adopted the provisional agenda (ECE TRANS/ 124).

| NTRODUCTORY STATEMENT

4, The Executive Secretary of the Econom ¢ Commi ssion for Europe addressed
the Committee, commended the work acconplished and stressed the main aspects
of the reformprocess initiated by the Comrittee. |In this connection, he

underlined that, in spite of the rationalization nmeasures deci ded which had
led to reductions in the nunber of ECE s Principal Subsidiary Bodies (PSBs)
from14 to 7, in the work progranme elenments from 268 to 110 and in the nunber
of posts of the ECE secretariat from 216 to 199, the Inland Transport
Conmittee had not been affected. The transport sector had even gained 2

prof essi onal posts and 1 general service post. He also recalled the provision
of the Plan of Action concerning all PSBs and hi ghlighted the recomrendati ons
t hereof concerning the status of the subsidiary bodies, the duration of

nmeeti ngs, the enlargenent of the PSBs’ Bureaux and the reduction of the |ength
of the reports of neetings. Additionally, the Executive Secretary recalled
the results of the 1997 Regi onal Conference on Transport and the Environnent,
with particular enphasis on its followup to which the Cormittee was to
contribute. He finally stressed the inportance, not only of the devel opnent
of legal instruments in the field of transport, but also of their

i mpl enentati on and noni toring.
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RESULTS OF THE COORDI NATI ON MEETI NG OF THE COW TTEE

Docunent ati on: TRANS/ 1998/ 9.

5. In accordance with a decision taken by the Committee at its

fifty-ninth session, a Coordination Meeting was convened twi ce in 1997

(9 June and 27-28 Novenber) in order to prepare the forthcom ng session of the
Committee. The Committee considered the results achieved by its Coordination

Meeting, as contained in docunent TRANS/ 1998/ 9, and agreed to di scuss further

t he various questions raised in nore detail under the respective itenms of the

agenda.

MATTERS ARI SI NG FROM THE FI FTY- SECOND SESSI ON OF THE ECONOM C COVM SSI ON FOR
EUROPE AND THE SECOND REGULAR SESSION IN 1997 OF THE ECONOM C AND SOCI AL
COUNCI L

Docunent ati on: TRANS/ 1998/ 7.

6. The Committee took note of the above docunent containing the results of
the transport progranme revi ew undertaken by the Econom ¢ Comn ssion for
Europe and reflected in its Plan of Action, as well as the results of the

di scussion in the Coordination Meeting concerning the inplications of the ECE
reform process for the Inland Transport Conmittee.

7. The Committee noted that, during its fifty-second Jubil ee session
(21-24 April 1997), the Econom ¢ Commission for Europe adopted its Plan of
Action (E/ ECE/ 1347) which defines the strategic directions of future
activities of the Conmi ssion. 1In this connection, the Conmttee noted that
the work of the Inland Transport Conmmittee and its Subsidiary Bodi es was

eval uated very favourably. The reformhas resulted in a slight increase in
the resources allocated to the transport sector. The Conmittee al so noted the
provisions of the Plan of Action which apply to all PSBs of the ECE and which
are related to their methods of work. These provisions are sumuarized bel ow,
together with the decisions to be taken by the Conmittee in this respect.

(a) Review of the Committee’s subsidiary bodies

8. The Committee noted that, in accordance with the Plan of Action, all PSBs
had been invited to review the status of their related bodies and to limt
themto two categories: Wrking Parties which are of a standing nature, and ad
hoc groups of experts which are established for a two-year period, with a
preci se programme of work and sunset cl auses.

9. In reviewing the status of its subsidiary bodies, the Conmttee agreed
with the recomrendati ons of the Coordination Meeting (TRANS/ 1998/ 7,
paras. 4-29) and took the foll ow ng decisions:
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The Principal Wrking Parties on Road, Rail and Inland Water
Transport, respectively (SC. 1, SC. 2 and SC. 3) shall mintain
t heir permanent character and be renamed Working Parties;

The Working Party on Road Traffic Safety (SC 1/WP.1) shall in
future maintain its permanent status and report directly to the
Committee, thus becom ng WP. 1;

The Meetings of Experts under the Working Party on the
Construction of Vehicles (WP.29) shall continue to work on a
per manent basis and be renaned Wrking Parties. These Meetings
of Experts shall continue to report to WP.29 which will also be
a permanent body. The synbols of their documents may remain
unchanged;

The Working Party on Transport Trends and Econonics (WP.5) shal
remai n permanent and its programme of work will be nore centred
on issues related to the followup of the Third Pan-European
Transport Conference (Hel sinki, 23-25 June 1997);

The Working Party on Comnbi ned Transport (WP.24) shall remain
per manent;

The Working Party on the Standardi zation of Technical and Safety
Requi rements in Inland Navigation (SC 3/WP.3) shall remain
per manent ;

The Working Party on Custons Questions affecting Transport

(WP. 30) shall remain permanent. An Ad hoc Group of Experts on
the revision of the TIR Convention shall be established under
WpP. 30.

The Working Parties on the Transport of Dangerous Goods (Wp. 15),
Transport of Perishable Foodstuffs (WP.11) and Transport
Statistics (W.6) shall maintain their permanent basis.

Wth regard to the Ad hoc Meetings/ G oups of Experts which have been
convened under the auspices of the Inland Transport Conmittee and which m ght
continue to be convened as the needs arise, the Committee decided that the
follow ng bodies should be deleted fromthe list (TRANS/1998/7, annex 3):

Group of Rapporteurs on the Economi ¢ Aspects of Danube- Aegean
Sea Water Link.

Group of Rapporteurs for Econom c Study of Danube-Oder (El be)
Connecti on.

Ad hoc Meeting of Experts on C assification of Inland Waterways.
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(b) Length of neetings

11. In accordance with the ECE Pl an of Action, the annual neetings of PSBs
will be limted to three days as of April 1999. If, for specific reasons, the
session should need to be extended beyond the three-day limt, it should be

i nformal .

12. The Committee decided in this respect that, as of its forthcom ng session
in 1999, the normal duration of its annual session should be three days. To
this end, the Conmttee felt that a number of practical arrangements woul d be
necessary. For exanple, witten reports should not be read out but be used as
a basis for discussion and del egates shoul d make succinct statenents and limt
themsel ves to salient points in their interventions. Furthernore,

Chai rpersons of Working Parties should report at the Conmttee' s session only
on those itens which they consider nust be brought forward to the ITC
Subsi di ary bodi es should review the format of their reports, not only taking
into account the type of activity but also the orientation given by the Plan
of Action in this respect. In this context, the Committee also referred to
the relevant part of the Plan of Action (chapter I111; A, 2(b); 5th indent in
docunent E/ ECE 1347).

13. Although the Plan of Action does not contain a particular remark in
respect of the length of neetings of the Cormmittee's subsidiary bodies, the
Committee concurred that those bodies should make every effort to reduce the
l ength of their respective neetings.

(c) Reformof the Committee’s Bureau

14. The Committee noted that the Plan of Action requests all PSBs to enl arge
and strengthen, as soon as possible, the responsibility of their respective
Bureaux in order to enable themto fulfil the functions related to the

organi zation of their annual sessions that were delineated in the Plan of
Action: (i) the preparation of a well-focused agenda with the definition of
obj ectives and the setting of tine-allocation for each item (ii) indication
of principal topics where decisions are needed; (iii) delineation of thenes of
di scussion of the session; (iv) nobnitoring and eval uation of the work since
the previous session; (v) nonitoring and coordination of activities in order
to avoid duplication with the work of other relevant organizations; and (vi)
proposing of priorities in the programme of work, listing, where possible,
various options. In view of this increased responsibility, PSBs are al so
invited to enlarge the conposition of their respective Bureaux. The enl arged
Bureaux will neet as often as necessary to performtheir new role.

15. In view of the enlarged and strengthened responsibilities of its Bureau
as determined in the Plan of Action, the Cormittee agreed on the follow ng
procedures regarding the election of its officials:
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- Any nenber of the Committee is eligible for menbership in the Bureau
of the Conmittee; the nenbers of the Bureau undertake to devote the
time needed to an adequate discharge of their duties.

- The Committee shall elect its Bureau for a period of two years
starting with the sixtieth session

- The Bureau will, in principle hold three sessions a year. The first
session of the Bureau will be convened i medi ately after the session
of the Committee, the second one will be the joint nmeeting with the
Bureau of the Conmittee on Environnental Policy and the third one
will be to prepare the forthcom ng session of the Conmttee.

- The nenbers of the Bureau can be re-elected. However, a certain
rotati on should be ensured to allow del egates from countries which
are not represented to put forward their candi dature.

- The Bureau should conprise not nore than 10 nmenbers, including the
Chai rperson and Vi ce- Chairperson of the Conmttee, who will continue
to be elected in a personal capacity; the other nmenbers of the Bureau
will also be elected in a personal capacity but the nenbers who are
unabl e to attend shoul d appoint a repl acenent.

- The Bureau may invite to its neetings anyone who nay facilitate its
wor k.

- Standing invitations will be extended to the European Commi ssion to
attend neetings of the Bureau as observer, normally being represented
by the Directorate-General of Transport.

- The neetings of the Bureau, which are of an informal nature, will be
convened according to the needs of the Conmttee’ s progranme of work.

- Wth a viewto facilitating the active participation of each nmenber
of the Bureau, the secretariat is invited to provide for
interpretation at the Bureau s neeting depending on the nenbers
present and taking into account the secretariat’s possibilities.

After a period of two years, the Conmittee will review the function of its
Bur eau.
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RESULTS OF AND FOLLOW UP TO THE 1997 REG ONAL CONFERENCE ON TRANSPORT AND THE
ENVI RONVENT

Docunment ati on: ECE/ RCTE/ CONF./ 2/ FI NAL; ECE/ RCTE/ CONF./ 3/ Fl NAL;
ECE/ RCTE/ CONF. /5; ECE/ RCTE/ CONF./6 and Corr.1; ECE RCTE/ CONF./7/FI NAL
ECE/ RCTE/ CONF. / 8/ FI NAL.

16. The Committee noted that the Conference, held from12 to 14 Novenmber 1997
in Vienna, had been attended by 300 del egates from 40 ECE nenber countri es.

17. The Committee took note of the results achieved by the Conference,

i ncluding the Vienna Declaration (ECE/ RCTE/ CONF./2/FINAL) and its Programe of
Joint Action (ECE RCTE/ CONF./3/FINAL) which was signed by 35 countries. The
Conmittee al so noted that, on the occasion of the Conference, a Protocol to

t he AGIC Agreenent (ECE/ TRANS/ 122 and Corr.1) and an Agreenment concerning the
Adoption of Uniform Conditions for Periodical Technical Inspections of Wheel ed
Vehi cl es and the Reci procical Recognition of such Inspections
(ECE/ RCTE/ CONF. / 4) were respectively signed by 12 and 22 countri es.

It also noted with appreciation that a draft Addendum 1 to the above Agreenent
(ECE/ RCTE/ CONF./5) as well as Draft Amendments to the 1971 European Agreenent
suppl enenting the 1968 Convention on Road Traffic (ECE RCTE/ CONF./6 and
Corr. 1) had been endorsed by the Conference as stipulated in the Resolution
adopted by the Conference (ECE RCTE/ CONF./ 7/ FI NAL) .

18. The Committee mandated the Working Party on Conbi ned Transport (WP.24) to
ensure the further devel opnent and inplenmentati on of the above-nenti oned
Protocol. It also nandated the Wirking Party on the Construction of Vehicles
(WP.29) to further devel op the above-nenti oned Agreenent.

19. Recalling that the Swiss delegation to the Conference had found that the
text of the Draft Anmendments to the 1971 European Agreenent suppl enmenting the
1968 Convention on Road Traffic (ECE/ RCTE/ CONF./6 and Corr.1) still needed a
few m nor editorial inprovenents and adjustnents for consistency with the
texts of the European Agreenent and the Convention, the Comrittee requested
the secretariat, in consultation with the Swi ss del egation, to introduce such
editorial inprovements and adjustnents and to issue the final text under the
synmbol ECE/ RCTE/ CONF./ 6/ FINAL. The Committee noted that the Austrian
Governnment had offered to transmit this final version to the Secretary-Genera
for initiation of the appropriate | egal procedures.

20. Inline with Chapter VIl of the Programre of Joint Action, the Commttee
urged all ECE nmenmber countries and international organizations to designate by
March 1998 Focal Points as well as volunteering Lead Actors to take
responsibilities for the inplenentation of programe elements and to inform
the ECE secretariat accordingly.
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21. The Committee charged its Bureau to coordinate all activities related to
the foll owup of the Conference, particularly the inplenentation and

noni toring of the Programme of Joint Action. The Committee felt that, as far
as possible, the first joint nmeeting of its Bureau with the Bureau of the
Committee on Environnental Policy should be convened by May/June 1998.

22. The Committee decided to review the progress achieved in the followup to
the Conference at its next session. It also requested its subsidiary bodies to
include this itemin their agenda and to consider how they could contribute to
the followup to the Conference. The Comittee al so exam ned the creation of
an Ad hoc Group of Experts to consider, if it should be necessary, the

devel opnent of international criteria to define “sensitive areas” as contai ned
in Chapter IV of the Progranmme of Joint Action, taking account of the
experience gai ned el sewhere, inter alia in the EU

23. The Conmittee conplinented the Government of Austria and the city of
Vi enna for having hosted the Conference and expressed its appreciation for the
excel | ent preparation of the Conference.

24. Finally, the Cormittee supported the secretariat’s intention to
prepare a publication containing the proceedings of the Conference.

THI RD PAN- EUROPEAN TRANSPORT CONFERENCE

Docunent ati on: Informal papers by the European Commi ssion

25. The Conmittee was informed about the results which had been achi eved at
the Third Pan- European Transport Conference (23-25 June 1997, Helsinki). In
this context, reference was nmade to the Declaration "Towards a European- W de
Transport Policy" and a Report on "Adjustnents to Crete Corridors” which had
been adopted by the Conference and of which copi es had been nade avail abl e
to del egations during the session of the Conmttee.

26. The Committee al so recogni zed that there was now a political conmtnent,
to consider the need to nonitor inplenentation of the Declaration and
periodically evaluate the degree of achi evenment of the agreed transport policy
objectives. This task was assigned to the EU, the ECMI and the UN ECE wor ki ng
i n cooperation

27. The Committee noted that, as regards both infrastructure and intelligent

use of transport systens, the European Comm ssion intended to continue to play
a leading role and would, naturally, ensure appropriate involvenent of UN ECE
and ECMI

28. Recalling the work under way within ECE in the area of transport
infrastructure and regul ations, including also the considerati ons being given
to the connections between Europe and Asia, the Committee underlined the
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i nportance of the inplenentation of the ECE transport Agreenents and
Conventions. In order to have an overview of the application of ECE

i nternational instrunments and the problens encountered in this respect, the
Committee invited their subsidiary bodies to explore the possibility to
undertake a monitoring of the ECE | egal instrunents under their responsibility
and an inventory of the main problenms encountered by countries in such

i mpl enment ati on.

29. The Conmittee also noted that a nunber of infrastructure- and regulatory-
rel ated questions are being dealt with in Wrking Party WP.5 which may be
considered a direct followup to the Conference.

30. The Committee also | earned about the activities under way in the Russian
Federation to develop transport corridors between Europe and Asia, thereby
facilitating transit traffic between the two continents. |In this connection
reference was nmade to the organi zation of the international transport
conference on Euro-Asian |links which will be convened in St. Petersburg from
12 to 13 May 1998.

ANALYSI S OF THE TRANSPORT SI TUATI ON | N ECE MEMBER COUNTRI ES AND OF EMERG NG
DEVELOPMENT TRENDS

Docunent ati on: TRANS/ 1998/ 10; | nformal paper by the EC

31. The Committee took note of document TRANS/ 1998/ 10 whi ch anal ysed
transport devel opnents and trends as well as regulatory and infrastructura
devel opnents in the ECE region in 1997. In this connection, it decided to
keep this itemin the agenda of the next session and not to discuss it in the
Working Party WP.5. The Conmittee pointed out that, as in the past, the
annual docunment on transport trends should be prepared by the secretariat on
t he basis of national contributions and other unofficial sources.

ASSI STANCE TO COUNTRI ES | N TRANSI Tl ON

Docunment ati on: TRANS/ WP. 5/1997/12; TRANS/ WP. 6/ 1997/ 1.

32. The Conmittee took note of document TRANS/ WP.5/1997/12, reflecting the
summary of activities ained at assisting countries in transition, and noted
with appreciation that two nore workshops had been organized in 1997 for
countries in transition: (i) on U ban Passenger Transport and Environnmenta
Statistics (Washington, 12-15 May 1997) and (ii) on the |nprovenent

of Rail Safety in Connection with the Increasing of Speed

(Paris, 22-24 Septemnber 1997).
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33. The Inland Transport Commttee was infornmed by a nenber of the
secretariat that the post of the second Regional Adviser would shortly be
filled again.

34. Referring to the list of activities for assistance to countries in
transition appearing in appendix 1 to its draft Programre of Work

(TRANS/ 1998/ 3), the Committee invited Governments to consider possibilities
for organizing further workshops in their countries in 1998 and 1999.

35. In order to support transport in transition countries, the Commttee,
referring also to Commi ssion Decision B(51), invited Governnents and rel evant
i nternational organizations and institutions to contribute to the UV ECE Trust
Fund for Assistance to Countries in Transition (TFACT) and to informthe
secretariat of the type of assistance which m ght be expected.

STATUS OF APPLI CATI ON OF | NTERNATI ONAL UN ECE TRANSPORT AGREEMENTS AND
CONVENTI ONS

Docunent ati on: TRANS/ 1998/6; Informal paper by the secretariat.

36. The Conmittee took note of the information contained in the above
docunent showi ng the situation as at 24 Cctober 1997 with regard to
signatures, ratifications, accessions, reservations and decl arations, as wel
as of the information that, in the period from Cctober 1996 to date,

41 accessions or ratifications had been registered of which 22 from Newy

I ndependent St at es.

37. The Committee invited nenber Governnents to become Contracting Parties to
the existing legal instrunents devel oped under its auspices and to take al
necessary measures to inplenent them

ACTI VI TIES OF OTHER ECE PRI NCI PAL SUBSI DI ARY BODI ES AND OF OTHER | NTERNATI ONAL
ORGANI ZATI ONS DEALI NG W TH PROBLEMS OF | NTEREST TO THE COWM TTEE

Docunment ati on: TRANS/1998/2; TRANS/ 1998/ 11.

38. The Conmittee noted the Joint Statenent by Mnisters of Transport of the
ECMI and wel coned it as an inportant European transport policy statement,
cont ai ning useful policy guidance elenments for the Comm ttee.

39. The Committee was infornmed of the report on the activities of the
Committee presented by the Director of the Transport Division of the ECE
secretariat to the 1997 session of the ECMI Council of Mnisters in Berlin,
considered it inportant to bring the work of the Comrittee to the politica
| evel and requested the secretariat to continue in future to present such
report to the forthcom ng ECMI Councils of Mnisters.
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40. In accordance with its w sh expressed at its fifty-ninth session, the
Conmittee was also informed on the activities of the Wrking Party on
Facilitation of International Trade Procedures and the inplenentation of
UN/ EDI FACT during 1997

TRANSPORT TRENDS AND POLI CY AND TRANSPORT ECONOM CS

Docunent ati on: TRANS/ WP. 5/ 22.

41. The Committee approved the report on the tenth session of the Wbrking
Party on Transport Trends and Econom cs ( TRANS/ WP. 5/22). The attention of the
Conmittee was drawn to the follow ng itens:

(a) ILnplenentation of the Pan-European transport corridors in the New
| ndependent States (NI S)

42. The Committee agreed that the Wrking Party WP.5 should, in future,
increasingly focus its activities on aspects of transport infrastructure and,
in particular, on those related to the Pan-European Transport Corridors and
Pan- Eur opean Transport Areas, including also the Euro-Asian links. In this
connection, special enphasis should be put on questions of devel opnent of

har moni zed net hodol ogi es for appropriate transport and infrastructure

pl anning. The inpact of the application of ECE Agreements and Conventions on
t he above-nentioned transport infrastructure connections should al so be
consi der ed.

43. In addition to the above area, the Conmttee felt that the concerns of
countries in transition and of Mediterranean transport should also be duly
reflected in the activities of the Wrking Party.

44, The Committee noted that the work envi saged by the Wbrking Party WP.5
regardi ng the assessnment of regulatory nmeasures and requirenments in accordance
with the transport situation in the NI'S, the collection of transport-rel ated

i nformati on on the physical characteristics of road and rail infrastructures,
as well as volunes of passenger and goods traffic by link, mght be taken up
by an ad hoc joint neeting of the EC and the ECE, which should be of an

i nformal nature (TRANS/ WP.5/22, paras. 33 and 42).

45. The ad hoc joint neeting should al so anal yse and apprai se projects on the
sections of the follow ng Pan-European Transport Corridors: No.2

Pol i sh/ Bel arus border-M nsk- Mbscow, No.9 (branch b) M nsk-Kaunas- Kl ai peda and
No. 9 (branch d) M nsk-Kaunas-Kaliningrad (TRANS/ WP.5/22, paras. 40-41).
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46. The representative of the EC stated that his institution was exam ning
the possibilities for financial assistance to the carrying out of the anal yses
as well as the participation of representatives of countries in transition in
t he above-nentioned joint neeting.

47. Bearing in mnd the work under way within the TINA project (Transport
Infrastructure Needs Assessnent) of the EC, which also covers the Pan-European
Transport Corridors in the EU associated countries, the Comrittee asked the EC
to submt to the forthcom ng session of the Wrking Party WP.5 a report on
progress realized in the inplenentation of the Pan-European Transport
Corridors.

48. Furthernore, the Committee was acquainted with the organization of a
maj or conference to be held on Euro-Asian links in St. Petersburg

(12-13 May 1998). The findings of this conference should be reported to the
next session of the Wirking Party WP.5 and be taken as an input in the

i nvestigations foreseen in follow up work (TRANS/ WP. 5/22, paras. 60-63).

49. Subsequent to the forthcom ng session of WP.5 a joint ad hoc meeting of
the EC and ECE as proposed by the Wrking Party should continue to exam ne
transport questions related to Euro-Asian links, taking into account,

inter alia, the results of the St. Petersburg conference.

50. In view of the activities carried out and the experience gained with the
Agreenment on conbined transport |ines between Europe and Asia set up by OSZhD
it was felt appropriate to invite this organization to participate in the
above-nmenti oned neeti ngs.

51. The Committee recomended that the secretariats of ECMI and ECE shoul d
meet informally to discuss the division of |abour between the two
organi zations in the areas covered by WP.5.

(b) General trends in national transport policies: replies to the
guestionnaire on transport devel opnent

Docunent ati on: TRANS/ WP. 5/1997/1 and Adds. 1-14.

52. The Committee took note of the replies to the questionnaire on transport
devel opnent circulated in 1997 and recalled the decision taken at its fifty-
ninth session to circulate the questionnaire in future every five years, so
that the subsequent circulation would be in 2002 (ECE/ TRANS/ 119, para. 52).
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(c) Questions related to transport in the Mediterranean

(i) Wrk of the transport study and training centres in the
Medi t err anean

Docunent ati on: TRANS/ 1998/ 13.

53. The Director of CETMO outlined the work of the Centre performed in 1997
and that to be done in 1998, specially underlining the devel opment of the
transport infrastructures in the Mediterranean area according to the needs of
the countries, the decisions of the Group of Transport Mnisters of the
Western Mediterranean (GIMO) and the Hel sinki Conference. This would be
essential for the success of cooperation on Euronediterranean Transport. He
infornmed the Conmmittee of the sem nar to be organized in 1998 on the financing
of the transport infrastructure in the Mediterranean area and nmenti oned sone
activities in the field of information technol ogy devel oped in CETMO

54. The representative of G eece explained the role of his country in the
Eastern Mediterranean region and reported on a nunber of activities carried
out in certain cases in collaboration with the Transport Training Centre in
Vol os.

55. The representative of the European Commi ssion eval uated positively the
wor k of the Mediterranean Transport Centres and said that simlar activities
as in the Western Mediterranean could be envisaged for the Eastern

Medi t err anean.

56. The Committee was infornmed of the project of the creation of a
Medi t erranean Transport Training School in Naples (ltaly). It welcomed such
devel opnent and encouraged the Centre to pronmpte transport training in the
Medi t erranean regi on.

57. The representative of IRU infornmed the Conmittee that a study on the
perspectives of road transport in the Western Mediterranean and the Magreb was
bei ng prepared by his Organization

58. The Committee noted the work carried out by the Centres, expressed its
support to them and requested that the Centres continue reporting to the
Wor ki ng Party on Transport Trends and Econoni cs.

(ii) Europe/Africa permanent link through the Strait of G braltar

Docunent ati on: E/ 1997/51.

59. The Committee noted that the ECOSCC resolution on the project mandated a
report on the studies related to the period 1998-1999, which would be prepared
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for the substantive session of 1999, as in the past by the secretariats of the
ECE and the ECA, and subsequently be reported to the Inland Transport
Conmi ttee.

(d) Studies on transport econom cs and track costs undertaken by other
or gani zati ons

Docunent ati on: TRANS/ 1998/ 4 and Add. 1

60. The Conmittee took note of the information received fromthe European
Conference of Mnisters of Transport (ECMI) (TRANS/ 1998/4) and the European
Comm ssion (EC) (TRANS/ 1998/ 4/ Add. 1).

ROAD TRANSPORT

Docunent ati on: TRANS/ SC. 1/ 361

61. The Committee approved the report of the Principal Wrking Party on Road
Transport on its ninety-first session (TRANS/ SC.1/361). The attention of the
Conmittee was drawn to the follow ng itens:

(a) Road transport infrastructure

(i) European Agreenent on Main International Traffic Arteries (AGR)

62. The Conmittee took note of the continued work on the extension of the

E Road network to the Caucasus and Central Asian States, including the
proposal s submtted from 10 countries in the region. Noting that insufficient
i nformati on on the proposals had been avail able at the |last session of SC. 1
and taking into account the necessity to fulfil the provisions of the AGR
Agreenent and its annexes, the Conmittee recogni zed the inmportance of
conveni ng an Ad hoc Meeting on the inplenmentation of the AGR in order to
verify the proposals before subnmtting themfor adoption to SC. 1

63. The Committee took note of the declaration of the representative of
Hungary regardi ng the decision taken by his Governnent not to delete the E66
as an international main itinerary which also extends to the Italian
territory.

64. In this context, the representative of Italy al so announced the intention
of his Government to extend the E25 to the island of Sardinia from Genova to
Porto Torres and Cagliari .
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(i1) Activities of the Trans-European North-South Mtorway (TEM Project

Docunment ati on: TRANS/ SC. 1/1997/3, TRANS/ SC. 1/ 361, paras. 20-21

65. The Committee took note of the progress report of the TEM Proj ect

contai ned in docunent TRANS/ SC.1/1997/3. It noted, in particular, the present
menbership of TEMto be: Austria (associated country), Bosni a-Herzegovi na,

Bul garia, Croatia, Czech Republic, Georgia, Hungary, Italy, Lithuania, Poland,
Romani a, Sl ovaki a and Tur key.

66. A nunber of representatives of TEM Governnents expressed their continued
interest in and support for the project. The representative of the Czech
Republic declared that, as part of the active participation of his Governnent
in TEM activities, it was going to finance the post of the Project Manager who
had taken up his function as Project Manager from 1l January 1998.

67. The Committee took note of the statenent of the representative of the

Eur opean Conmi ssion regardi ng cooperation with the TEM underlined the

i mportance of the project for the devel opment of road transport infrastructure
in the region and requested to continue to be informed of TEM devel opnents.

(b) Road transport facilitation and harnonization

Document ati on: TRANS/ SC. 1/1997/ 4; E/ ECE/ 811- E/ ECE/ TRANS/ 564 and Anends. 1-3.

68. The Conmittee endorsed the work of the informal group on the effective

i mpl enentati on of the European Agreenent concerning the Work of Crews of
Vehi cl es Engaged in International Road Transport (AETR). Pursuant to the
reservations on the part of certain del egations regarding the proposed
revisions to the AETR, the Conmittee asked the Working Party on Road Transport
to reconsider the proposals at its next session

69. The Conmmittee was informed, noreover, that the European Comunity was in
the process of anending Directive 3821/85 in order to introduce digita
tachographs and asked the secretariat to contact non-EU countries Contracting
Parties to the AETR in order to clarify the applicability of article 10 of the
AETR al so to the revised Directive.

70. The Committee noted, noreover, that the Wrking Party was undertaking the
preparation of a new legal instrument on the facilitation of internationa

road transport to replace the former R E. 4 and expressed the hope that further
progress m ght be nmade on the basis of the draft to be prepared by the I RU and
t he Governnent of Ronani a.

71. The Committee underlined the inportance of elinmnating obstacles to
ef fective border crossing between Eastern and Western Europe and endorsed the
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conveni ng of a half-day joint neeting between SC.1 and the Wrking Party on
Custons Questions affecting Transport (WP.30) as a first step to draw on
comon experiences of both groups toward the identification of solutions to
bor der - crossi ng probl ens.

72. Concerning the revision of the Convention on the Contract for the
International Carriage of Passengers and Luggage by Road (CVR), the Comm ttee
noted that the Wbrking Party had asked the secretariat to contact the

Per manent M ssions in CGeneva of countries Contracting Parties to the CVR as
wel | as the Permanent M ssions of Greece, Romania and Finland, in order to
determ ne the level of interest of those Governnents in the possible revision
of the Convention

73. Wth regard to the Convention on the Contract for the Internationa
Carriage of Goods by Road (CVR), the Comrittee endorsed the efforts under way
in SC.1 to devel op a new protocol incorporating electronic data interchange
(EDI') techniques into the Convention

(c) Road traffic safety

Docunment ati on: TRANS/ SC. 1/ WP. 1/ 56; TRANS/ SC. 1/ WpP. 1/ 58.

74. The Conmittee was briefed by the Chairman of the Wrking Party on Road
Traffic Safety on the main activities carried out by the Wrking Party in
1997. It commended the efforts of WP.1 ained at inproving the efficiency of
its sessions and adopted the resolution on the Third Road Safety Wek in the
UN/ ECE Regi on appearing in annex 1 to this report. The Conmittee invited
Governnents, international governnmental and non-governmental organizations to
give their full support to the organization of the road safety canpaign within
the framework of the Third Road Safety Wek scheduled to be held from1l to 7
May 2000.

REGULATI ONS FOR THE CONSTRUCTI ON OF VEHI CLES

Docunmentation: TRANS/ WP. 29/ 78/ Rev. 1; TRANS/ WP. 29/ 534; TRANS/ WP. 29/ 566;
TRANS/ WP. 29/ 599

(a) Devel opnent of new Regul ati ons and Recommendati ons
and updating of those existing

75. The Chairman of the Working Party on the Construction of Vehicles (W.29)
gave a concise report of the activities of the Wrking Party and its Meetings
of Experts during 1997. Considering the 1958 Agreenent, he noted that the
Worki ng Party had been exceptionally productive in 1997: seven new draft
Regul ati ons had been adopted in addition to sixty-one draft anendnents to the
exi sting one-hundred-and-four UN ECE Regul ati ons, annexed to this Agreement.
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76. He acknow edged the results of the Regional Conference on Transport and
the Environment, and stated the preparedness of the Wirking Party to
adm ni ster the Agreenent Concerning the Adoption of Uniform Conditions for
Peri odi cal Technical Inspections of Wheel ed Vehicles and the Reciproca
Recogni ti on of such Inspections, together with the draft Rule No. 1, to be
established and annexed to this new Agreenent.

77. The Committee approved the reports of the Wirking Party on its one-
hundr ed- and- el event h ( TRANS/ WP. 29/ 534), one- hundred-and-twel fth

( TRANS/ WP. 29/ 566) and one-hundred-and-thirteenth (TRANS/ WP. 29/ 599) sessi ons.
It encouraged the WP.29 to continue effectively its work and invited the
Governnments to follow the reconmendati ons contained in the revised issue of
t he Consol i dated Resol ution on the Construction of Vehicles (R E.3)

( TRANS/ WP. 29/ 78/ Rev. 1) .

78. The Chairman thanked the Commttee for its recognition of the work
acconpl i shed by WP. 29 and appreciated its decision to grant the status of

per manent Working Parties to the current six Meetings of Experts reporting to
WP. 29. The Chairman of WP.29 confirmed that a priori no nodifications of the
structure of these bodies and of the periodicity of their sessions were
foreseen for adm nistering the two new draft Agreenents (Periodical Technica
I nspections of Wheel ed Vehicles and the d obal Agreenent which should be
established as parallel to the 1958 Agreenent).

(b) Aignnment of UN/ECE Reqgulations with the EU Directives
and harnoni zation of technical work between the respective bodies
of ECE and of the European Commi sSion

79. The Committee noted that the voluntary technical cooperation between the
ECE and the EC al |l owed continuing alignment of |legal requirements applied to

t he construction of road vehicles wthin both organizations. The Chairman of
WP. 29 confirmed that this cooperation should soon becone statutory, because in
Novenber 1997 the European Conmunity decided to accede to the 1958 Agreenent
and its instrunment of accession should soon be deposited with the Secretary-
Ceneral of the United Nations.

(c) Developnment of a d obal Agreenent

80. The Committee was informed of the progress made in considering the
proposal for a draft Agreenent Concerning the Establishing of G obal Technica
Regul ati ons for Vehicles, Engines and Conponents. The Chairman affirned the
conmitment of WP.29 to conclude w thout delay this draft Agreenent, envisaged
to become parallel to the 1958 Agreenment. He reported the vivid interest in
the work of WP.29 by countries outside of Europe, with a particular reference
to the Transportation Wrking Goup of the Asia Pacific Econom ¢ Cooperation
( APEC) .
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81. The Chairnman conveyed to the Cormmittee the request of WP.29 for extension
of its mandate al so to non-road applications of engines and conmponents

( TRANS/ WP. 29/ 599, para. 32). This request was backed by the representative of
the United States of Anerica, who explained that WP. 29 should al so be all owed
to consider the relevant requirenments to engi nes which are used not only in
road vehicles but also in e.g. construction and agricultural machinery and
woul d in no way duplicate the work done by other international organizations.
Support for this extension of the mandate of WP.29 was al so expressed by the
representatives of the European Comm ssion, Geece, Italy and the Russian
Feder ati on.

82. The Committee noted the progress nmade by the WP.29 in the preparation of
the d obal Agreenent and agreed for the purpose of this Agreement to extend
the mandate of the Wirking Party to consider the non-road applications of

engi nes and conponents, provided that no duplication is made with the engi nes
devel oped by other international organizations (e.g. for aircraft, ships and
vessel s).

RAI L TRANSPORT

Docunent ati on: TRANS/ SC. 2/ 188

83. The Committee approved the report of the fifty-first session of the
Principal Working Party on Rail Transport (SC 2) (TRANS/ SC.2/188). The
Committee took note of the report given by the Chairman of the Principa
Working Party on the progress achieved since its |ast session and considered
in particular the follow ng questions.

(a) Rail transport infrastructure

(1) Eur opean Agreenent on Main International Railway Lines (AGC

84. The Conmittee |earned that at present 20 Governnments were Contracting
Parties to the AGC Agreenent.

85. Recalling Comm ssion decisions H (50) and G (51) and in accordance with
the position of the Principal Wrking Party, the Conmttee endorsed the
Principal Wirking Party's invitation to Central Asian and Caucasus countries
to become Contracting Parties to the AGC Agreenment. It asked the secretariat
to continue work, through its Regional Advisers, on the establishment of a
coherent international railway network in those countries and present a draft
to the next session of the Principal Wrking Party, as foreseen by this body
(TRANS/ SC. 2/ 188, paras. 44 and 45).
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(i1) Activities of the Trans-European Railway (TER) Project

Docunment ati on: TRANS/ SC. 2/1997/11, TRANS/ SC. 2/ 188, paras. 56-59.

86. The Comrmittee took note, with appreciation, of the progress report of the
TER Project contained in docunment TRANS/ SC. 2/1997/11. It noted in particular
the present nmenbership of TER to be: Austria, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Bulgaria,
Croatia, Czech Republic, Georgia, Hungary, Poland, Ronmania, Russian
Federation, Slovakia, Slovenia and Turkey.

87. The representative of the Czech Republic declared that, as part of the
active participation of his Governnent in TER activities, it was going to
continue financing the post of an Assistant Project Manager to TER also in
1998.

88. The representative of Hungary infornmed the Comrittee that, in view of the
extensive work carried out by the project, his Governnent had undertaken to
conti nue hosting the PCOto operate in Hungary and provide the technical and
adm ni strative personnel to assist TER  The representative of OSZhD
underlined the inportance of sinplifying border crossing operations which had
a great influence on the conpetitivity of railway transport.

89. The Committee underlined the inportance of the project for the
devel opnent of the railway infrastructure network in the region, and requested
to continue to be informed of TER devel opnments.

(b) Facilitation of border crossing in international rail transport

90. The Committee endorsed the request of the Principal Wrking Party to
Governnments to take all necessary neasures to determine a maximumtinme limt
of 60 minutes (30 m nutes for each of the neighbouring countries) for the
border delay of shuttle trains (TRANS/ SC. 2/188, para. 27) in order to raise
the quality profile of train traffic and increase the overall conpetitiveness
of the rail transport sector. To this end, the Cormittee noted the intention
of the Principal Wrking Party to prepare an official document which would be
submitted to the Committee at its next session

(c) Application of sumrer tine

Docunent ati on: TRANS/ 1998/ 5.

91. The representative of the EC infornmed the Committee that, according to
the Eighth Directive of the European Parlianent (EP) and of the EU Counci
(22 July 1997), a harnoni zed begi nning and end of sunmer tinme had been
determined in the European Union for the years 1998 to 2001, i.e. the | ast
Sunday in March and the | ast Sunday in Cctober.
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92. In view of the advantages of commopn dates for the application of sumrer
time for ECE nmenber countries, the Conmttee, supporting the position of the
Principal Wrking Party, urged Governnents to ensure also in future a

har noni zed begi nning and end of sunmer time in Europe. Furthernore, the
Conmittee requested Governments to continue studying the possibility of
extending sumrer time for a |longer period and to provide that a mediumterm
period be applied for the same years in all European ECE countri es.

I NLAND WATER TRANSPORT

Docunment ati on: TRANS/ SC. 3/ 143; ECE/ TRANS/ 120; TRANS/ SC. 3/ 1997/ 2;
TRANS/ SC. 3/ AC. 5/ 3; TRANS/ SC. 3/ 1997/ 1; TRANS/ SC. 3/ 1997/ 3.

93. The Conmittee approved the report of the Principal Wrking Party on
I nl and Water Transport on its forty-first session (TRANS/ SC. 3/ 143).

(a) Inland waterway infrastructure

(1) Eur opean Agreenent on Main Inland Waterways of Internationa
| nportance (AGN)

94. The Conmittee took note of the present status of the AGN Agreenent and
was infornmed by the representatives of the Governments of Ronmania, the

Net her | ands and Ukrai ne that internal procedures were under way in their
respective countries with a viewto becom ng Parties to the Agreenent.

(ii) lnventory of Main Standards and Paraneters of the E Waterway
Net wor k ("Bl ue Book")

95. The Conmittee endorsed the decision of the Principal Wrking Party to
proceed with the publication in 1998 of the Blue Book, considering that it

m ght becone in the future a useful instrunent for nonitoring the

i mpl enentati on by Governments of AGN and drawi ng their attention to existing
m ssing |inks and bottlenecks in the network of E waterways on their
territories.

(b) Technical and |l egal questions concerning the devel opnment and facilitation

of international inland water transport

96. The Conmittee noted the main activities undertaken by the Principa
Working Party and its subsidiary body - the Wbrking Party on the

St andar di zati on of Technical and Safety Requirenments in Inland Navigation -
related to the above-nentioned questions. It endorsed the adoption by the
Principal Wrking Party of resolutions Nos. 36 and 37 concerning the amendnment
of the European Code for Inland Waterways (CEVNI) and the anendment of the
Recomendati ons on Techni cal Requirenents for |Inland Navigation Vessels,
respectively.
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97. The Committee al so noted the progress nade by the Preparatory Committee
established jointly by CCNR, the Danube Conmm ssion and ECE for the Drafting of
the Convention on the Contract for the Carriage of Goods by Inland Waterways
(CWNI) in the course of its third session (Geneva, 25-29 August 1997). The
Commi ttee enphasi zed the inportance of the work carried out by the Preparatory
Committee and encouraged it to conplete the project as soon as possible. As
to the adoption and signing of the final text of the CMNI, it was felt that it
woul d be nost advantageous if the new international instrunent could be
adopted and signed at a high-level intergovernmental conference in order, on

t he one hand, to highlight the inportance of the inland water transport sector
as a whole and, on the other, to give good publicity to the future Convention
The secretariats of the CCNR, Danube Comm ssion and ECE were, therefore,
requested to consider the possibility for the Convention to be adopted and
signed either at the diplonmatic conference envisaged for the adoption of the
Agreenment concerning the International Carriage of Dangerous Goods by Inland
Wat erways (ADN) (see paras. 120-122 below) or on the occasion of any other

hi gh-1 evel all-European transport conference.

COVBlI NED TRANSPORT

Docunent ati on: TRANS/ WP. 24/ 77; TRANS/ WP. 24/ 75.

98. The Committee approved the reports of the Wrking Party on Conbi ned
Transport (WP.24) on its twenty-seventh and twenty-ei ghth sessions.

Conbi ned transport infrastructure

(a) European Agreenent on Inportant International Conbined Transport Lines
and Related Installations (AGIC Agreenent)

Docunent ati on: ECE/ TRANS/ 88 and Corr. 1.

99. The Committee, noting that the AGIC Agreenent had at present

21 Contracting Parties, reconmended all ECE nenber countries, that had not yet
done so, to becone Contracting Parties to the AGIC Agreement as soon as
possible with a viewto establishing a fully conprehensive Pan-European

combi ned transport network.

100. The Committee took note that the package of amendment proposals adopted
by the Working Party in 1996 was issued by the Secretary-Ceneral on

16 September 1997 as Depositary Notification C N 345.1997. TREATI ES-2. These
anmendnents will conme into force on 16 June 1998 unl ess a sufficient nunber of
objections are registered by 16 March 1998.
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101. The Conmittee underlined once nore the useful ness of an extension of the
AGTC network to all countries in Central Asia and the Transcaucasus and

wel comed the activities of the Wirking Party towards the establishment of

i nterregional |inks between Europe and Asia. The Committee al so endorsed the
deci sion of the Wirking Party to undertake a second inventory of technical and
operational paraneters of the AGIC for the year 1997. In view of the decision
of the Principal Wrking Party on Rail Transport (SC. 2) that an inventory
should, in future, be nade for the AGIC and the AGC at the same tine, the
Conmittee asked for the inclusion of the data of AGC in the inventory.

(b) Protocol on Conbined Transport on Inland Waterways to the European
Agreenent on Inportant International Conbined Transport Lines and Rel ated

Install ations (AGIC)

Docunent ati on: ECE/ TRANS/ 122 and Corr. 1.

102. The Committee noted that, follow ng the adoption of the Protocol by the
Committee at its fifty-ninth session in January 1997, the Protocol has been
opened for signature from 1l Novenber 1997 to 31 October 1998 by States which
are Contracting Parties to the AGIC Agreenent. On the occasion of the

Regi onal Conference on Transport and the Environment (Vienna,

12-14 November 1997), the Protocol was signed by Austria, Czech Republic,
Denmar k, France, Germany, G eece, Hungary, ltaly, Netherlands, Portugal
Romani a, and Switzerland. The Committee recommended all nenber countries
concerned to sign the Protocol and to becone Contracting Parties to it as soon
as possible.

CUSTOMS QUESTI ONS AFFECTI NG TRANSPORT

Docunment ati on: TRANS/ WP. 30/ 178; TRANS/ WP. 30/ 176; TRANS/ WP. 30/ 174.

103. The Conmittee approved the reports of the Wirking Party on Custons
Questions affecting Transport (WP.30) on its eighty-seventh, eighty-eighth and
ei ghty-ninth sessions.

(a) Custons Convention on the International Transport of Goods under Cover of

TIR Carnets (TIR Convention, 1975)

Docunment ati on: TRANS/ WP. 30/ AC. 2/ 47; TRANS/ WP. 30/ AC. 2/ 45.

104. The Conmittee took note of the reports of the Adm nistrative Committee
for the TIR Convention, 1975 on its twenty-second and twenty-third sessions
and was infornmed that the twenty-fourth session had been scheduled to be held
on 26 and 27 February 1998.
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(i) Difficulties in the application of the Convention

105. The Committee noted with satisfaction that, as a result of the various
short-term measures taken by the Working Party, the ECE secretariat, nationa
Customs authorities and the IRU, the ampunt of fiscal fraud no | onger seened
to threaten i Mmedi ately the functioning of the TIR transit regime and its
central insurance system The Committee urged all Contracting Parties to
fully apply the TIR Convention in a harnoni zed manner and to refrain from

unil ateral action contrary to its provisions and spirit. The Working Party was
requested to continue its efforts to safeguard the TIR transit system to
accord high priority to the establishnment of a well-functioning internationa
guarantee systemand to take all necessary steps allowi ng for the transport of
all categories of goods under the TIR regine.

(ii) Conclusion of phase | of the revision process of the Convention

106. The Committee wel coned the conclusion of phase | of the TIR revision
process and noted that the Secretary-General of the United Nations, in
Depositary Notification C N 433.1997. TREATIES-1 issued on 17 Novenber 1997,
has notified all 61 Contracting Parties to the TIR Convention of the amendnment
proposal s adopted by consensus in the Adnministrative Comrittee for the TIR
Convention (TRANS/ WP. 30/ AC. 2/47). These amendnents will come into force on
17 February 1999, unless an objection is raised by one of the Contracting
Parties to the Convention. The Conmittee urged all Contracting Parties, the
ECE secretariat and the International Road Transport Union (IRU) to nake al
efforts to ensure the rapid inplenentation of the adopted anendnents and to
conpl ete work on phase Il of the TIR revision process by early 1999.

(b) UN ECE Convention on Custons Treatnment of Pool Containers Used in
International Transport (Container Pool Convention)

Docunent ati on: ECE/ TRANS/ 106; UN publication on the Container Pool Convention.

107. The Conmittee was inforned that the Container Pool Convention would come
into force on 17 January 1998 and had been ratified so far by Austria, Cuba,
Italy, Malta, Sweden, Uzbekistan and the European Conmunity. The Commttee
urged the Working Party to study the practical inplications of the Convention
provi ding for a new Custons concept of "equival ent conpensation”, in order to
ensure its snmooth inplementation in ECE nmenber countries.

108. In this context, the Conmittee took note of the conment made by the
Chairman of the Principal Wrking Party on Rail Transport (SC. 2) that the
Wor ki ng Party on Customs Questions affecting Transport (WP.30) should take the
necessary steps to resune in its activities issues dealing with passenger and
goods transport.
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TRANSPORT OF DANGEROUS GOODS

(a) Report on work on the establishnment and updating of recomrendations for
the transport of dangerous goods within the franework of the Econom c and

Social Council's Conmittee of Experts on the Transport of Dangerous Goods

109. The Committee took note of the publication of the tenth revised addition
of the United Nations Recommendations on the transport of dangerous goods,

whi ch contai ned Model Regul ations on the transport of dangerous goods.

In accordance with Economic and Social Council resolution 1997/3, the

Working Party on the Transport of Dangerous Goods (WP.15) was asked to take
full account of the provisions and the structure of the Mddel Regulations in
its work on restructuring RID, ADR and ADN

(b) Activities of the Wirking Party on the Transport of Dangerous Goods
WP. 15)

(i) Wrrk of the RID/ADR Joint Meeting

Docunment ati on: TRANS/ WP. 15/ AC. 1/ 68; and Adds. 1-3; TRANS/ WP. 15/ AC. 1/ 70
and Add. 1.

(ii) Eur opean Agreenent concerning the International Carriage of
Danger ous Goods by Road (ADR)

Docunment ati on: TRANS/ WP. 15/ 147; TRANS/ WP. 15/ 150.

110. The Committee approved the reports of the RI D/ ADR Joint Meeting on
its 1997 spring and autumm sessions and of the Wirking Party WP. 15 on its
si xty-second and sixty-third sessions.

111. The Committee strongly urged the Contracting Parties to ADR which had not
yet deposited the instruments necessary for the entry into force of the

Prot ocol of 28 Cctober 1993 amending articles 1 (a), 14 (1) and 14 (3) (b) of
ADR (Bel arus, Belgium Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, the forner Yugoslav
Republ i ¢ of Macedonia, Germany, G eece, Lithuania, Romania and Yugoslavia) to
initiate the necessary procedures w thout delay as the amendments were

i ntended mainly to nake the managenent of the Agreenment nore efficient.

112. The Conmittee noted with regret that some States, which had recently
beconme Contracting Parties to ADR, had introduced unil ateral measures making
the international carriage of dangerous goods by road within their territory
subject to the issue of costly special permts, thereby hindering the free
movement of goods, contrary to the spirit of ADR and to the provisions of the
Conmittee's resolution No. 217 of 4 February 1971. This resolution
recommended that, in order to avoid any difficulties which mght arise because
of differing national requirenments for international transport, the
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Governnment s concerned should apply the provisions of marginal 10 599 only when
it was considered essential and should endeavour in such cases to avoid

i ntroduci ng any requirenent which woul d nean applying for an authorization for
each transport operation. Moreover, marginal 10 599 had since been amended to
stipulate the cases in which supplenentary national requirements could be

i nposed and requested Contracting Parties to informthe secretariat of such
requirenents. The Conmittee thus reiterated its recomrendati on

113. The Conmmittee asked WP. 15 to speed up its work on the restructuring of

RI D/ ADR so that the restructured version could enter into force on

1 January 2001 and all the States concerned could have the text translated in
time. Accordingly, the Conmttee invited WP.15 and the Joint Meeting to
concentrate their efforts on the restructuring and to avoid di scussing
proposed amendnments which were not strictly necessary for the restructuring or
for harmoni zation with the United Nations Mddel Regul ations, except where it
was inperative to do so for reasons of safety or protection of the

envi ronnent .

114. The Committee approved the allocation of an additional week for the Joint
Meeting in Septenber 1998, so that progress could be made on the
restructuring.

115. The representative of the Russian Federation asked the secretariat to
have WP. 15 docunents, in particular the amendnents to ADR and the consolidated
versi on of ADR as anended, translated into Russian

(iii) European provisions concerning the International Carriage of
Danger ous Goods by Inland WAt erways (ADN)

Docunent ati on: TRANS/ WP. 15/ 148

116. The Committee wel coned the publication of the ADN provisions in English,
French and Russian. The version in question corresponded to the 1997 version
of ADNR

117. The Committee noted that the provisions should be annexed to the future
ADN and shoul d therefore be re-updated, in particular on the basis of new
anmendnents to ADNR scheduled to enter into force in 1999. 1In that connection,
the Committee shared the view of the representative of the Netherlands that

t he one-day neeting scheduled for June in the provisional programre of work
was not enough and that it would be better to allocate that working day to the
preparation of a draft ADN. The anmendnents to the ADN provi sions would then
be di scussed in January 1999 in accordance with the WP. 15 schedul e cont ai ned

i n docunent TRANS/ WP. 15/ 147



ECE/ TRANS/ 125
page 31

(c) Work towards the el aboration of a Draft Agreement concerning the
International Carriage of Dangerous Goods by Inland Waterways (ADN)

Docunent ati on: TRANS/ AC. 6/ 6 and Add. 1; TRANS/ AC. 6/ 8 and Add. 1;
and TRANS/ AC. 6/ 10.

118. The Committee approved the reports of the Ad hoc Working Group on its
third, fourth and fifth sessions. The representative of the European

Conmi ssion informed the Conmittee that the Comm ssion had prepared a draft ADN
directive for the application of European requirenents to national and
intra-Community traffic within the European Union. However, the Council of

t he European Union had preferred to wait for the results of the work on the

el aboration of a draft agreenent. It was to be hoped, therefore, that an
agreenent woul d be adopted as quickly as possible.

119. The Conmittee invited the Ad hoc Wrking Group to nake every effort to
speed up their work by seeking pragmatic solutions to the various specific
probl ems which might arise in the various river basins.

120. The representative of CCNR recalled that this work was being carried out
jointly with CCNR and said that the signing of ADN should be under the joint
auspi ces of ECE and CCNR and that his organi zation was prepared to help with
t he organi zation of a diplomatic conference by, for exanple, providing
services for translation and interpretation into Gernman.

121. The Conmittee adopted the principle of convening a diplomatic conference
in 1999 or, if insufficient progress was made in 1998, in 2000, for the
adopti on of the Agreenent.

122. 1t was suggested that the adoption of ADN and CMNI shoul d take place, if
possi bl e, at the same conference so that the two instrunents could be signed
si mul taneously. (See al so paragraph 97)

123. Recalling the priority which it attached to work on the transport of
danger ous goods and aware of the extra workload placed on the secretari at
since 1996 in connection with the preparation of the draft agreenent, the
Committee expressed its concern that the P-2 post allocated to the Transport
Division on 1 January 1996 had still not been filled. The Committee al so
stressed that the secretariat's assistance in preparing the texts of the
restructured RI D/ ADR woul d be indi spensable and essential if targets were to
be achi eved and that 1998 and 1999 would be crucial years in that regard. The
Committee therefore requested the secretariat to ensure that the post was
filled i mediately by a conpetent candi date.
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TRANSPORT OF PERI SHABLE FOODSTUFFS

Docunent ati on: TRANS/ WP. 11/ 196

| npl enentation of the Agreenent on the International Carriage of Perishable
Foodstuffs and on the Special Equipnent to be Used for such Carriage (ATP)

124. The Conmittee approved the report of the Wrking Party on the Transport
of Perishable Foodstuffs on its fifty-eighth session (TRANS/ Wp. 11/196).

125. The Committee took note of the status of work on the transport of

peri shabl e foodstuffs, particularly regarding the scope of ATP and the
procedures for the approval of multi-conmpartnent, nulti-tenperature vehicles.
It congratul ated the Working Party on the adoption of an anendnent to
article 18 of ATP to inprove the procedure for revision of the Agreenent.

126. The Committee al so urged the Working Party to prepare a draft annex on
the transport of perishable foodstuffs, in coordination with the

Admi nistrative Comrittee of the International Convention on the Harnonization
of Frontier Controls of Goods (ECE/ TRANS/55), so as to further facilitate the
transport of such foodstuffs.

TRANSPORT STATI STI CS
Docunment ati on: TRANS/ WP. 6/ 133; TRANS/ WP. 6/ 1997/ 1; TRANS/ WP. 6/ 1997/ 11;

TRANS/ WP. 6/ 1997/ 17; TRANS/WP. 6/ R. 77/ Rev. 2; UN Publication: Proceedi ngs of
Berlin Workshop on Transport Statistics.

127. The Committee approved the report of the Wirking Party on Transport
Statistics on its forty-eighth session (TRANS/WP. 6/133). The attention of the
Conmittee was drawn to the follow ng itens:

(a) Automation and geographic application of the E Road Census

128. The Committee noted with appreciation the results of the Project on the
Aut omat i on and Geographic Application of the E Road Census, in which the
Census of Road Traffic on the E Road Network was devel oped into a Geographic
Informati on System (G@S). The Committee noted the inportance of the 1995
Census in reflecting the evolution in traffic flows on the AGR network since
the political and econom c changes in Central and Eastern Europe. The A S
system woul d contribute to effective spatial analysis for transport
infrastructure planning, facilitating the process of updating census data in
future, and allowi ng for higher quality data and naps.
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(b) Transport database and information systens devel opnent

129. The Conmittee was i nforned about the ongoing progress nade in the

devel opnent of a transport database systemin the franework of the
Intersecretariat Working Group on Transport Statistics (ECE ECMI/ Eurostat) and
endorsed the concept of a single electronic publication of transport data
among the three organi zations, in order to enhance the speed, quality and
conprehensi veness of available transport data, as well as to reduce the
response burden of nenber countries.

(c) Harmonization of transport and road traffic accident statistics

130. The Committee was inforned that the two transport publications (Annua
Bulletin of Transport Statistics for Europe and North America (ABTS) and
Statistics of Road Traffic Accidents in Europe and North America) (RAS),
formerly published by the Statistical Division of the ECE, were now under the
purvi ew of the Transport Division, and noted the intention of WP.6 to consider
possi bl e changes to the format and content of the publications, including

i ntroductory texts, graphs, charts and network maps in the com ng years, while
ensuring the continuing tinmely publication of the ABTS.

DEVELOPMENT OF AN ELECTRONI C DOCUMENT STORAGE AND DI STRI BUTI ON SYSTEM

Docunent ati on: Informal paper by the secretariat.

131. The Committee was inforned of the new EDP facilities nmade available to
the Transport Division and of the system of the electronic storage and

i nt erchange of docunents through tel ecommuni cation, which the division has
devel oped and is continuously inproving in cooperation with ITU and also with
UV ICC. The possibility was nmentioned of exchangi ng nmessages and docunents
through E/Mail. A nenber of the secretariat drew up the possibilities given
by the use of the Wrld Wde Web, with particular enphasis on the publications
stored in HTM. fornat, and to the facilitation given by the access to the

Di vi si on Hone Page and by the classification of docunents into agendas,
reports, working and final documents.

132. The probl em of slow distribution of docunments through the regul ar mai
was raised and the secretariat was requested to explore the possibilities to
i ntroduce an el ectronic distribution of docunents.

133. The Committee requested the secretariat to store all new working
docunents in the system possibly in PDF format, and invited the del egations
to use the systemfor receiving the docunents as well as for sending their
contri butions.
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134. The Committee noted that the Web | ocation of the Transport Division is:
www. unece.org (then click on Transport Division Logo).

135. It also noted the present Internet addresses of Transport Division staff
menbers are:

j ose. capel . ferrer @Qnece. org

um t. armangi | @Qinece. org olivier.kervel |l a@nece. org

i anni s. axar|i s@nece.org dom ni que. | eger @Qinece. org
mreille. bassegana@nece. org hel mut . | ehmacher @nece. org
chant al . baudet @Qinece. org mar ti n. mgol d@inece. org
enrico.ciotti @Qnece.org val eri e. meri bout @Qinece. org
nel I y. enonl er @Qinece. org vi at chesl av. novi kov@inece. or g
gi na. faure@nece. org bernard. perrol | az@nece. org
noni que. f errand@nece. org hel ena. pet er sen- dyggve@nece. org
zi sis. haritos@nece. org oul d. khou. si d' ahmed@inece. org
ber nadette. heal y@nece. org el vira. si sante@nece. org

tom hei | andt @Qunece. org chri stopher.smth@nece. org
mar cel | e. huchard@nece. org christine.vaz@nece. org
jan.jerie@mnece.org bri nda. wachs@nece. org

caroline.jeunet @Qnece.org
PROGRAMVE OF WORK

(a) Programre of work for 1998-2002

Docunent ati on: TRANS/ 1998/ 3.

136. The Committee considered the Draft Programme of Wbrk for the period 1998-
2002 contained in the above docunent, prepared on the basis of the decisions
taken by the Inland Transport Committee at its fifty-ninth session and by its
subsidiary bodies in the course of 1997 and taking into account the Pl an of
Action devel oped by the Ad hoc Wrking Goup on Strategic Directions and

Ef ficiency.

137. The Conmittee adopted its programme of work as contained in annex 2 to
this report and decided to review it annually in the Iight of possible future
requi renents and resource allocations.

(b) Further Guidelines for the presentation of activities of the Inland
Transport Conmittee's progranmme of work

138. In accordance with the recommendati on of the Coordination Meeting, the
Committee convened an informal group of experts, during its current session to
consider the Commttee’s programe of work (TRANS/ 1998/3). Under the

chai rmanship of M. H Courtois, Vice-Chairman of the Comm ttee,
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representatives fromthe follow ng Governments and institution participated in
the group: Bel gium Czech Republic; France; CGernany; Netherlands; Russian
Federati on; Spain; Turkey and the United Kingdom as well as the European
Conmi ssi on.

139. The Conmittee adopted the follow ng proposals agreed upon by the inform
gr oup:

(a) The indication of a priority per programme activity should be
del et ed;

(b) The indication of a priority (using the sane ranking scheme 1, 2, 3
as was done for the programre activities in document TRANS/ 1998/ 3)
shoul d be added to each work element. The determ nation of a
priority should allow to determ ne the npbst inmportant questions;

(c) The Committee’s subsidiary bodies should ensure that the formulation
of the work programre, and particularly the items concerning “work
to be undertaken”, be as precise and concrete as possible.

140. Furthernore, the Conmittee requested the Wrking Parties, with a viewto
inmproving the legibility of the programme of work, to dissociate in future
those of their m ssions which are permanent in character fromthose activities
to be undertaken on particular items within a limted tinme period.

141. 1t also underlined that clear time schedul es should be included for the
work to be undertaken in the case of itens which are not of a permanent
nat ure.

142. The Conmittee asked the Chairpersons of its subsidiary bodies to exam ne
whet her those programme activities for which they assuned responsibility
conplied with the above-nentioned requirenments. |If this was not the case, the
necessary nodifications should be discussed at their respective sessions to
make sure that the appropriate decisions were taken and that the amended texts
of the draft programme of work were submitted to the Conmittee s Bureau

(24-25 Novenber 1998). The Committee also felt that its Bureau shoul d devote
particular attention in future to the inprovenent of the presentation of the
programe of work

143. In so doing, the Conmittee underlined the need for its subsidiary
bodies to streanline as nmuch as possible their respective programes of work
and to specify the broad objectives pursued by them and the neasures to be
carried out to achieve these objectives.

144. 1n connection with this item the Inland Transport Committee noted that
t he Commi ssion would establish a special group of experts on the programe of
wor k for considering the budgetary inplications of the various ECE sectors on
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the basis of the various priorities within each sector. Therefore, the
Committee should specify clearly its priorities and the staff resources needed
to carry out the work related to the priority programres.

145. The Conmittee felt that, while for the time being no additional resources
woul d be needed to carry out its work programres, all posts currently
allocated to the Transport Division for the 1998/1999 bi enni um shoul d be
filled as a matter of urgency with conpetent staff, if necessary through

enpl oynment of tenporary staff. It also felt strongly that the current nunber
and | evel of posts of the Transport Division had to be maintained in order to
achi eve an appropriate level and quality of inplenmentation of the inportant
activities carried out by the Conmttee.

SCHEDULE OF MEETI NGS

Docunent ati on: TRANS/ 1998/ 8.

146. The Conmittee considered the above tentative Iist of meetings and
i ncorporated the followi ng changes:

- the first nmeeting of the Conmttee s Bureau should take place
preferably during the second half of June 1998;

- the Meeting of the Ad hoc Working Group for the El aboration of a
Draft European Agreenent concerning the International Carriage of
Danger ous Goods by Inland Waterways (AC. 6) should take place from
2 to 5 June 1998 (dates to be confirned) and not from
2 to 4 June 1998 as originally schedul ed;

- the Meeting of Experts of the European Provisions concerning the
International Carriage of Dangerous Goods by Inland Waterways
(WpP. 15/ AC. 2) (second session) scheduled for 5 June 1998 shoul d be
del et ed;

- suppl enentary neeting days for the Septenmber session of the Joint
Meeting of the RID Safety Conmmittee and the Working Party on the
Transport of Dangerous Goods are schedul ed from
7 to 9 Septenber 1998;

- the Principal Wrking Party on Inland Water Transport (SC. 3)
(forty-second session) originally scheduled from13 to
15 Cctober 1998 should take place from 14 to 16 Cctober 1998;
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- the dates originally retained for the sixty-first session of the
Inl and Transport Commttee (18-22 January 1999) should be del eted
and replaced by the followi ng dates: 8 to 12 February 1999; the 1999
Committee session will last 4 days (8-11 February 1999); on
12 February 1999 the Bureau will be convened; as fromthe year 2000
onwards the Comrittee session would be limted to three days;

- the dates reserved for the Cormittee’ s Coordi nati on Meeting
(24-25 Novenber 1998) should be taken for the newy el ected Bureau

147. The Bureau will exam ne the duration of the neetings of the Conmittee's
subsi di ary bodies in 1999

148. The Conmittee adopted the list of nmeetings as circulated i n TRANS/ 1998/ 8,
together with the above nodifications, which will be circulated in
ECE/ TRANS/ 126.

ELECTI ON OF OFFI CERS FOR THE SESSI ONS OF THE COVM TTEE I N 1999 and 2000

149. M. H Courtois (Belgium and Ms. V. Cucu (Romania) were el ected
Chai rperson and Vi ce- Chairperson respectively, for the sessions of the
Conmittee in 1999 and 2000.

COVPOSI TI ON OF THE COMWM TTEE' S BUREAU

150. In accordance with its rules of procedure, the Conmittee el ected the
follow ng as Bureau nenbers for a two-year period:

Chai r person: M. H Courtois (Belgium
Vi ce- Chai r per son: Ms. V. Cucu (Romani a)

M. S. Kuchinsky (Bel arus)

J. Matejovic (Czech Republic)

s. M-N Poirier (France)

U. Ei nsfelder (Gernmany)

D. Tsagalidis (G eece)

E. D. Kazansev (Russian Federation)
J.-C. SchneuwWy (Switzerl and)

s. S. Kizildeli (Turkey)

=35353%

OTHER BUSI NESS

(a) Date of next session

151. The Conmmittee may note that its sixty-first session is tentatively
scheduled to be held from8 to 12 February 1999.
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(b) Tribute to M. A. Golaszewski

152. The Committee noted that M. A. Col aszewski, Chairman of the Committee of
the Organi zation for Co-operation between Railways (0OSZhD) woul d be retiring
on 30 June 1998. Highlighting the valuable contributions he had nade during
its sessions, the Committee wished himall the best for a happy and well -
deserved retirenent.

ADOPTI ON OF THE REPORT

153. The Conmmittee adopted the report on its sixtieth session and the annexes
t hereto.
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Annex 1
THI RD ROAD SAFETY WEEK I N THE UN ECE REG ON

Resol ution No. 246

adopted by the Inland Transport Conmmittee on 16 January 1998

The Inland Transport Committee,

Conscious that the number of persons injured or killed in road accidents
is still intolerably high and that road safety is a human, social and economc
probl em whi ch has to be addressed in partnership between public
adm ni strations, private sector organizations and road users thensel ves,

Consci ous also that in devel oping and inplenenting progranmes and
measures to i nprove road safety, special attention has to be paid to
vul nerabl e road users, whether children, the elderly, bicyclists, passengers
or others,

Noting that the first and second Road Safety Weeks held in 1990 and 1995
hel ped to rai se awareness in ECE nenber countries of the fact that road safety
can only be achieved through the concerted efforts of Governments, nationa
and international public and private organi zations, road users and the public
i n general

Recalling the decision taken at its fifty-ninth session to organize a
third international road safety canpaign in the ECE region

1. Decides to designate 1-7 May 2000 as the third ROAD SAFETY WEEK,
during which road safety canpaigns ainmed at inproving the safety of vul nerable
road users will be nounted in ECE nenber States;

2. Invites nenber Governnents to inplenent road safety progranmes in
their own countries in support of the ECE Road Safety Wek under the common
sl ogan "Partnership on the road increases safety”;

3. Recommends in particular that Governnents:

(a) Target their national canpaigns at the major sources of danger to
vul nerabl e road users, whether specific groups or in general
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(b) Develop, drawing on all possible sources of expertise, nationa
activities to be carried out within the framework of Road Safety Wek which
address the nost pressing problens for vulnerable road users in their
respective countries;

(c) Ensure the participation of all groups concerned in the planning and
i mpl enentati on of national canpaigns within the framework of the Road Safety
Week;

(d) Make every effort to publicize the third ECE Road Safety Wek
through the mass nedia and by creating Internet |inks between national road
safety web sites and the ECE road safety web page which will be created to
mar k the Road Safety Wek;

(e) Share their experiences and ideas regarding the organi zation of the
third Road Safety Week with ot her ECE nenber Covernnents through the Inland
Transport Conmittee and its relevant subsidiary bodies i.e. the Principa
Wor ki ng Party on Road Transport and the Wbrking Party on Road Traffic Safety,
t hereby maxi m zing the potential benefits for all

4, Invites relevant international organizations to provide support and
advice to ECE in the organi zation of the Road Safety Week

5. Requests the Wbrking Party on Road Traffic Safety to prepare a
progranmme defining the objectives and nodalities for the third Road Safety
Week, paying particular attention to activities to be undertaken at the
nati onal, regional and international |evels;

6. Requests the Econom ¢ Commi ssion for Europe and its secretariat to

provi de all necessary support and publicity to the preparation, execution and
followup to the Road Safety Week.



