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Additional Proper Shipping Name for Methyl Methacrylate Monomer, Inhibited

Transmitted by the expert from the United States of America

Introduction

1. For UN 1247, Methyl Methacrylate Monomer, Inhibited, the word "inhibited" is commonly
interpreted to mean that the substance has been stabilized to avoid uncontrolled polymerization by the
addition of a chemical inhibitor.  Methyl Methacrylate Monomer can also be effectively stabilized by
other means such as by temperature control.  These methods are sometimes preferred because the
inhibitor may not be desirable for use in certain industrial processes.

2. In the case of shipments made without an inhibitor, the use of the word "INHIBITED" as a part
of the proper shipping name is confusing.  It is proposed that the proper shipping name be revised to
correct this.
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3. During its seventeenth session, the Committee considered this same issue with respect to
“VINYL CHLORIDE, INHIBITED”.  The Committee revised the entry to read “VINYL
CHLORIDE, INHIBITED or VINYL CHLORIDE, STABILIZED”.  This facilitated the transport of
the substance when shipped stabilized without a chemical inhibitor.

4. In the United States,  methyl methacrylate monomer has been successfully and safely shipped
in bulk quantities under temperature control for many years, without creating any unsafe conditions
due to polymerization.

Proposal

5. It is proposed that the proper shipping name for METHYL METHACRYLATE MONOMER,
INHIBITED be amended to read:

METHYL METHACRYLATE MONOMER, INHIBITED or 
METHYL METHACRYLATE MONOMER, STABILIZED

6. A consequential amendment should also be made to the index.
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