Translation
PAGE  
3
Translation

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Looking on a map of the trunk roads in Europe, 

a map of the arterial railways,
and a map of the inland waterways before 1992, makes you aware of
a great difference between the individual modes of transport. 
While transport by road and rail has always been interlinked across Europe and therefore required cross-border regulations, inland water transport has taken place in spatially-confined networks and also on individual waterways or lakes (e.g. the Lake of Constance).

This is also reflected in the Agreements for the individual modes of transport. ADR and RID have long been the standard for the international transport of dangerous goods in Europe; the Iron Curtain did not seriously hinder this. Inland waterways legislation, however, was more complex and oriented towards the individual river basins.

The oldest institution in this context is the Commission for Navigation on the Rhine, the CCNR. Within the framework of this Commission, the mandatory ADNR for the Rhine was elaborated, which the Mosel Commission also declared applicable for the Mosel and which was also applied to other inland waterways in Germany and in other countries.

The Danube Commission, too, elaborated a recommendation – the ADN-D – which the member States of the Danube Commission could incorporate into their national legislation. 

I do not know if in countries outside these regions dangerous goods transport by inland waterway vessels was carried out in accordance with structured rules and regulations, and whether these rules and regulations were systematically developed taking into consideration the UN Model Regulations.

Before the entry into force of the ADN on 28 February 2008, the member States of the Danube and the Rhine Commissions, however, had already collaborated within the framework of the UN ECE on the basis of Resolution 223 of the ITC which lead to the regular publication of recommendations for the international transport of dangerous goods in Europe – or the ADN Recommendation.

Already within this framework, the basic harmonization of the contents of ADNR and and-D as well as the incorporation of the UN Recommendations were begun.

With the opening of the canal between the Danube and the Main/Rhine, substantial harmonization within the framework of a common Agreement was put on the agenda. Despite the reservations of some CCNR States, between 1994 and 2000 an agreement on the international transport of dangerous goods by inland waterways was developed within the framework of the UNECE and CCNR which entered into force on 28 February 2008 after seven States had acceded to it.

The Regulations annexed to the Agreement became binding one year later.

This was possible without any problems because in the meantime the Regulations had been adapted to the developments as regards the UN Recommendations and to the amendments to ADNR.

All in all, the transition from river basin-oriented dangerous goods regulations to the pan-European ADN can surely be considered as an example of a successful development of regulations. This was possible only because the UNECE and CCNR Secretariats did a great job and the member States and also the associations concerned pursued the objective of establishing uniform regulations together.

Moreover, simultaneously with the entry into force of ADN, the two EC directives for the transport of dangerous goods by road and rail were combined into one directive for the inland transport of dangerous goods within the EU and this directive included a new part on inland waterway transport.

So for the first time, uniform regulations are applicable for the international transport of dangerous goods by inland waterway vessels in the 16 ADN contracting States and for intra-Community and national transport within the European Union.

At the same time, it was possible to agree on major technical and structural amendments to the Regulations; the Regulations annexed to ADN, for example, are structured in the same way as the UN Model Regulations, the IMDG Code and RID/ADR. Other regions and modes of transport still have a lot of catching up to do in this regard.

The technical requirements have also been thoroughly revised. In this context, it must be highlighted that ADN stipulates for carriage in tank vessels that even substances hazardous to the aquatic environment which meet the criteria for Acute 2 and 3 and Chronic 3 shall be carried as dangerous goods. Thus, the additional use of river water as drinking water is also taken into account.

Moreover, the transition to almost exclusive use of double-hull vessels as provided for in ADN ensures that the goods carried are safely retained even in the event of damage to the outer hull of the vessel.  The time limit set for transitional provisions ensures that despite the long period of use of inland waterway vessels, the safety standards are continuously reviewed and upgraded.

Nevertheless, accidents like the capsizing of the tanker TMS Waldhof on the Rhine ensure that the level of transport safety achieved so far is challenged time and again in order to ensure maximum safety.

In this context, it is of paramount importance that the real technical and operational conditions on board vessels and the daily practice of the different parties concerned correspond to the conditions described in ADN. The persons involved in the elaboration of ADN were well aware of the fact that this can only be ensured if the administrations in the member States guarantee adequate support for and control of the parties concerned.

In particular the procedures for the issuance of the certificate of approval described in chapter 1.16 in conjunction with chapter 1.15 of ADN on the recognition of classification societies are intended to ensure that only vessels are used which meet all the stipulated requirements and can therefore be used safely by the parties concerned.

In order to ensure the reliability of the classification societies’ activities in the long term, the ADN Safety and Administrative Committees decided at their last sessions to establish an exchange of experience which will contribute considerably to the classification societies interpreting and applying the ADN regulations in a consistent manner.

But also the implementation of the measures in chapter 1.8 and the training of experts and the ADN expert's examination organized around a common list of questions as prescribed in chapter 8.2 will result in a uniform level of competence and skills of the persons concerned in both companies and on board the vessels.

In the transport of dangerous goods by inland waterway vessels, due to the large quantities of goods carried, human and technical errors can lead to terrible disasters; in order to prevent this, the provisions in the Agreement need to be easily readable, clear and thus understandable. This will continue to be the case in the future if all States concerned, industry and the trade associations work together well.

The increasing participation in the sessions of the ADN Committees is an indication of that and the voluntary collaboration of industry within the framework of ISGINTT to improve the vessel-land interface, which can only be partially regulated in ADN, also shows the high level of responsibility of the parties concerned.

In order to safeguard the present success of ADN in the long term, I would like to ask all parties involved to continue the very constructive dialogue because Europe is a transport area – also with regard to inland waterway transport.

Thank you very much.
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