TRANSPORT SITUATION IN BELGIUM IN 2009
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FUEL AND ROAD TRAFFIC - The price of fuel remained markedly
under the 2008 level, encouraging road haulage over alternatives,
Overall the number of new vehicles registered (all categories
confounded) remains below the 2008 level, except for november
2009, which seems an indication that the worst of the economic crisis
is over, The sales of second hand vehicles (all categories

. confounded) follow a more erratic pattern, but were generally higher .
COMMENTAAR: than in 2007 and 2008, equally pointing to low economic : COMMENTAIRES
expectations during 2009, The evolution of road traffic in 2009
compared to 2008 reflects not only the crisis but also the price of the
barrel, giving an most remarkable graph,
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TRANSPORT AND MOBILITY OF PERSONS - The number of
registered cars returned to its 2007 level, eventh  ough the
average distance travelled shows a 6% drop (allroa  ds

confounded), The number of train passengers was sta  ble, but

somewhat lower than in 2008; possible due to the lo  wer fuel : COMMENTAIRES

prices and/or the growth of unemployment,

There is a marked drop in international passenger traffic, still

standing by the end of 2009 at minus 3 to 5% for rail transport and

minus 10% for air passengers.
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TRANSPORT OF GOODS - The number of utility vehicles (trucks,
etc) registerd in 2009 remained very low, that is at about 61% of the
average for the first quarter 2008,.

The same drop can be seen in the turnover of rail transport of goods
(in tonnes) that remained around 60% of the 2008 figure,

The same goes for inland navigation, even though few reliable

COMMENTAAR: figures are available there. - COMMENTAIRES
Activity in the Belgian sea ports is improving since the summer, after
a major drop at the beginning of 2009 (-20%) ; however, in
september 2009 maritime activity was still 11% below the level of the
same month of 2008. Like other ports in the Hamburg-le Havre
range, Antwerp suffers, The deep sea port of Zeebrugge is the only
Belgian port that seems to maintain its position thanks to important
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