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  Construction materials 

  Transmitted jointly by the European Barge Union (EBU), the European 

River-Sea-Transport Union (ERSTU) and the European Skippers 

Organization (ESO)*, ** 

  Introduction 

1. At its twenty-seventh session, the ADN Safety Committee again considered the 

request from the industry that the provisions on the use of permissible construction materials 

be brought up to date and presented in a different form. The records of the meetings contain 

the following remarks: 

  Twenty-seventh session (ECE/TRANS/WP.15/AC.2/56) 

  “16. Construction materials 

Document: ECE/TRANS/WP.15/AC.2/2015/19 and Corr.1 (EBU, ERSTU, ESO) 

59. Several delegations supported the proposed inclusion of provisions that would take 

account of the increasing use of modern materials on vessels, but wished to see them 
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presented in a more user-friendly form, for instance, as a table. A new proposal would be 

submitted to the next session.” 

  Twenty-eighth session (ECE/TRANS/WP.15/AC.2/58) 

  “16. Construction materials 

Document: ECE/TRANS/WP.15/AC.2/2016/22 (EBU, ERSTU and ESO) 

Informal document: INF.19 (EBU, ERSTU and ESO) 

51. The Safety Committee agreed in principle to present in the form of a table the various 

cases where wood, aluminium alloys, plastics or rubber could be used, but considered that 

some of the suggested additions concerned movable items of equipment and thus came under 

Part 7, rather than Part 9, of the Regulations. 

52. The authors were invited to draw up a new proposal that would cover both parts 

adequately, taking account of the comments made.” 

  Twenty-ninth session (ECE/TRANS/WP.15/AC.2/60) 

  “5. Materials of construction 

Document: ECE/TRANS/WP.15/AC.2/2016/41 (EBU, ERSTU and ESO) 

33. The Safety Committee was generally in favour of the proposals, but the authors were 

invited to submit a new document at the next session, taking into account various comments.” 

  Thirtieth session (ECE/TRANS/WP.15/AC.2/62) 

  “10. Construction materials 

Informal document: INF.24 (EBU, ERSTU and ESO) 

67. The Safety Committee invited those delegations interested to send their comments to 

the representative of EBU within two months so that an official proposal could be prepared 

for the next session.” 

  Proposals 

2. The navigation industry did not receive any comments on this topic at the end of the 

thirtieth session of the Safety Committee. EBU, ESO and ERSTU therefore submit the 

following proposals: 

3. By analogy with 9.3.1.0.1, insert a new subsection, 7.1.2.3: 

“In the cargo area, movable items of equipment may be used only if produced with 

materials which can neither be dangerously affected by the cargo nor cause 

decomposition of the cargo or react with it so as to form harmful or hazardous 

products.” 

4. By analogy with 9.3.1.0.1, insert a new subsection, 7.2.2.3: 

“In the cargo area, movable items of equipment may be used only if produced with 

materials which can neither be dangerously affected by the cargo nor cause 

decomposition of the cargo or react with it so as to form harmful or hazardous 

products.” 

5. 9.3.x.0.5 reads as follows: 

“The use of plastic material for vessel’s boats is permitted only if the material does 

not readily ignite.” 

The proposal is to change it as follows: 



ECE/TRANS/WP.15/AC.2/2017/40 

GE.17-08990 3 

“The use of plastic material for lifeboats in the cargo area is permitted only if the 

material does not readily ignite. 

“The use of aluminium alloys or plastic material for passageways (gangways) in the 

cargo area is permitted only if the material does not readily ignite or conduct 

electricity.”  

6. The content of subsections 9.3.x.0.3 is presented in tabular form; see annex. 

7. The following changes have been made to the earlier versions of the table: 

• A footnote referring to subsection 9.3.x.0.5 has been added to the line External ladders 

and passageways (gangways); 

• A new line has been inserted for “Portable fire extinguishers made of plastic”;  

• “Protective casing” was previously used in the line “Protective covers for motors and 

pumps”;  

• Boxes, lockers or containers located on deck for the storage of movable items of 

equipment can also be made of wood; the “X” was previously missing from the Wood 

column.  



ECE/TRANS/WP.15/AC.2/2017/40 

4 GE.17-08990 

Annex 

  9.3.1.0.3, 9.3.2.0.3, 9.3.3.0.3 

 The use of wood, aluminium alloys, plastic materials or rubber in the cargo area is permitted 

only as shown in the following table (X means permitted): 

 
Wood Aluminium alloys Plastic materials Rubber 

Gangways X X X 
 

External ladders and passageways (gangways)* 
 

X X 
 

Chocking of cargo tanks which are independent 
of the vessel’s hull and chocking of installations 
and equipment 

X 
 

X 
 

Masts, flagpoles and similar round timber X X X 
 

Engine parts 
 

X X 
 

Protective covers for motors and pumps 
  

X 
 

Parts of the electrical installation, including 
insulation, gaskets, etc. 

 
X X X 

Parts of the loading and unloading equipment, 
including gaskets, etc. 

 
X X X 

Boxes, lockers or containers located on deck for 
the storage of movable items of equipment  

X X X 
 

Supports and stops of any kind X 
 

X X 

Ventilators, including hose assemblies for 
ventilation 

 
X X 

 

Portable fire extinguishers 
  

X 
 

Parts of the water spray and shower system and 
of the eye and face bath installation  

 
X X 

 

Insulation of cargo tanks, piping for loading and 
unloading and venting and heating piping 

 
X X X 

Coating of cargo tanks and of pipes for loading 
and unloading 

 
X X 

 

Photo-optical copies of the full certificate of 
approval according to 8.1.2.6 or 8.1.2.7, of the 
vessel certificate, of the measurement certificate 
and of the certificate of belonging to the 
navigation of the Rhine 

 
X X 

 

(*) See: 9.3.x.0.5. 

All permanently fitted materials in the accommodation or wheelhouse, with the exception of furniture, shall not readily 

ignite. They shall not evolve fumes or toxic gases in dangerous quantities, if involved in a fire. 

    


