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Introduction
Recently, a discussion has taken place on different levels concerning the applicable
requirements for pressure receptacles used for paintball guns, including the applicability of
provisions on the transport of dangerous goods.
In the EU context the applicability of Directive 2010/35/EU on transportable pressure
equipment (TPED) and Directive 97/23/EC on the approximation of the laws of the
Member States concerning pressure equipment (PED) have been called into question. An
inquiry was made at the European Commission to seek their opinion on the application of
TPED. Subsequently, both the PED and TPED Market Surveillance groups (ADCO –
Administrative Cooperation) were contacted to express their views and clarify the situation.
The response of the European Commission to the inquiry can be found in the annex.
In this discussion, several points deserve to be highlighted:
1.
There is general agreement that these receptacles, when transported empty, fall
outside the scope of TPED and fall within the scope of PED.
2.
However, when transported under pressure, they would have to meet the
requirements of ADR/RID and be Pi-marked.
3.

They do not fall under the exemption for gases stated in RID/ADR 1.1.3.2.

4.
Probably only a minority of these receptacles will be transported under pressure.
They are intended for sports purposes and not the transport of gases as such.
5.
Particular attention should go to the intended use of these receptacles: high rates of
filling cycles, handling by non-professionals, located near the head, arm or hand of the
users during very active handling,…
6.
The standards in ADR/RID 6.2 do not cover all the pressure components of a
paintball gun.
7.
Currently, both CE and Pi marked receptacles seem to circulate on the market. For
the larger part however, these cylinders seem to be Pi-marked.
8.
Distinction is made between paintball guns with refillable receptacles and those
operated by pre-filled gas cartridges, which are included in the scope of TPED.
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9.
TPED and transport of dangerous goods regulations do not provide for specific user
instructions to be provided for end users or consumers. PED requires such documentation,
10.
Receptacles up to 1 liter capacity are not covered in the scope of PED as far as the
essential requirements and the CE marking is concerned, only construction according to
best available practice and user documentation remains.
From these discussion it became apparent that a clarification of the situation and the
applicable regulations is desirable, possibly within ADR/RID,. This has for instance been
previously done for cylinders for breathing apparatus in Special Provision 655:
655

Cylinders and their closures designed, constructed, approved and marked in accordance with
Directive 97/23/EC4 and used for breathing apparatus may be carried without conforming to
Chapter 6.2, provided that they are subject to inspections and tests specified in 6.2.1.6.1 and the
interval between tests specified in packing instruction P200 in 4.1.4.1 is not exceeded. The
pressure used for the hydraulic pressure test is the pressure marked on the cylinder in accordance
with Directive 97/23/EC4.

Proposal
The Joint Meeting is invited to have a discussion on a possible way forward. One possible
route is an amendment to SP 655 to deal with these receptacles for paintball guns with a
capacity above 1 liter in the same way as done for breathing apparatus
Depending on the results of the discussion, the European Commission is invited to evaluate
a revision of article 2 (1) of the TPED Directive to exclude these receptacles explicitly from
the scope of this Directive, as has been done for fire extinguishers (UN1044) and gas
cylinders for breathing apparatus. In such a case also a discussion at PED level is advisable
to evaluate in which category these cylinders would fall and if amendments are desired on
how to deal with cylinders below 1 liter capacity. Alternatively, when the preference of the
Joint Meeting is to place these items fully under ADR and TPED, the necessary
amendments should be further examined.

With the preliminary feedback from the Joint Meeting, Belgium is prepared to submit a
working paper for the next Joint Meeting in September 2014.

Annex
(see separate pdf. file – CHAP(2013)01513 – correspondence with the European Commission)
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Directive 97/23/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 29 May 1997 on the
approximation of the laws of the Member States concerning pressure equipment (PED) (Official
Journal of the European Communities No. L 181 of 9 July 1997, p. 1 - 55).

