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Roadmap for future work on the European Code fornland Waterways

Introduction

1. At its fifty-fifth session, the Working Party olmland Water Transport (SC.3)
adopted a roadmap for future work on the EuropeasheGor Inland Waterways (CEVNI).
The Working Party agreed that the roadmap shouldidesl as the main reference and
mandate document for its future CEVNI related ai#i® and asked the secretariat to
publish the final roadmap as an annex to the remdrtthe fifty-fifth session.
(ECE/TRANS/SC.3/191, paras. 27-28).

2. This document reproduces the final text of ti@3Sroadmap for future work on
CEVNI. Background information and explanations aaparing the roadmap are found in
the working document ECE/TRANS/SC.3/2011/6.

3. The document presents the recent and planneld @rCEVNI with the aim of
establishing a roadmap for the next CEVNI revisibime following elements are presented:

Traditional scope and general principles of CEVN
Main changes to CEVNI introduced by the revisiour;
Implementation of CEVNI, revision four;

Scope and the roadmap for the next revisionEy I,

mo o w

Policy recommendations for the next revisiolC&VNI.
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Traditional scope and general principles of EVNI

4. CEVNI is annexed to Resolution No. 24 adoptedSiy3 on 15 November 1985.
Resolution No. 24 replaces Resolution No. 4 of théECE Sub-Committee on Inland
Water Transport, adopted on 14 December 1962.

5. The annex to Resolution No. 24 (TRANS/SC.3/11&jmended by several
subsequent SC.3 Resolutions (Nos. 26, 27, 37,3%4 54, 62 and 66), remains valid to
this day. The Resolution calls on Governments aivérRCommissions to undertake the
revision of their relevant regulations based onftfiewing recommendations:

€) Recommendation 1: National regulations sheuolusist of two parts:
0] Part | should embody the provisions contaimre€EVNI;

(i)  Part Il includes specific provisions necessamyview of local conditions,
provided that:

1. These specific provisions are not at variancea wie provisions of
CEVNI, including any which may not have been repict in the first part;

2. With regard to matters to which the provisiofi<C&VNI apply, and
particularly, to the marking of vessels, Governmeatd not, in the absence of
very special local conditions, impose any obligagiavhich are not contained
in CEVNI itself.

(b) Recommendation 2: In every country, Part | led regulations should, if
possible, be the same for all the inland waterwawptgss the special characteristics of the
various inland waterway networks in the countrya@mned are excessively different.

6. Over time the provisions of CEVNI have accumediaseventy-eight footnotes, most
of which allowed deviations from its provisions,tmut any mechanism to monitor these
deviations in national and regional rules of nattf@ya Reducing the number of possible
deviations and establishing a mechanism for maniothe implementation of CEVNI
were two of the main goals of the most recent femisf CEVNI, completed in 2009.

Main changes to CEVNI introduced by revision four

7. The last major revision of CEVNI was carried auR008-2009 and resulted in the
adoption of the fourth revised edition (ECE/TRANG/S/115/Rev.4). This revision had
three main goals:

(@) Consolidate the core rules for inland naviyain CEVNI so as to provide a
common basis for all the European traffic reguladio

(b)  Ensure a harmonized application of the coderdhucing — as much as
possible — possibilities to deviate from CEVNI pions and by creating a mechanism for
monitoring these deviations in national and redioukes;

(c)  Simplify and clarify the text of CEVNI makingmore user-friendly.

8. Amendments to CEVNI were prepared by an informatking group on CEVNI,
composed of representatives of the River Commissamd interested Governments. The
amendments were finalized at the thirty-fifth sessiof the Working Party on the
Standardization of Technical and Safety Requireméntinland Navigation (SC.3/WP.3)
(ECE/TRANS/SC.3/WP.3/70, paras. 6—19) and adopye8M3 at its fifty-third session as
Resolution No. 66 of 6 November 2009 (ECE/TRANS&TCL5/Rev.3/Amend.1).
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9. In accordance with the above-mentioned goalsoR&on No. 66 introduced the
following modifications in CEVNI:

(@ Amendments to its substantive provisions based comparison of the third
edition of CEVNI (ECE/TRANS/SC.3/115/Rev.3) withethrelevant instruments of the
Danube, Mosel, Rhine and Sava River Commission&(ERANS/SC.3/2008/6);

(b) Removal of the majority of footnotes, that aled deviations from the
provisions of CEVNI: Where deletion was not possifbotnotes were moved to a new
chapter on special regional and national requirgspemhich listed all articles to which
derogations were permitted (Chapter 9). In addittha text of Resolution No. 24 was also
revised to include a recommendation to Governmentsport these deviations to SC.3;

(c)  Simplification and restructuring of CEVNI prains: systematization of
definitions in Article 1.01, deletion of distinctidoetween Class | and Class Il waterways in
Chapter 6 on Rules of navigation, linguistic impgments in the English text.

10. In adopting Resolution No. 66, SC.3 emphasittesl importance of a proper
implementation process for the new text of CEVNMahe need for an appropriate
mechanism for dealing with future amendments to NE\SC.3 also acknowledged the
need for a proper mechanism to monitor the deviatirom CEVNI, established by
Governments and River Commissions in accordande tvé new Chapter 9 on “Regional
and National Special Requirements”. In the lighttefse considerations, the Working Party
decided to maintain the informal working group oBMMNI, renaming it “CEVNI expert
group”, and entrusted the group with monitoring ithelementation of the new CEVNI by
Governments and River Commissions and examiningréuemendment proposals to
CEVNI. In addition, the Working Party agreed that tsecretariat would contact the
delegations with a questionnaire aimed at collgctire information on the implementation
process (ECE/TRANS/SC.3/183, paras. 12-13).

11. The revised fourth edition of CEVNI was pubéishas ECE/TRANS/SC.3/115/
Rev.4 (and Corr.1).

Implementation of CEVNI, revision four
12. Resolution No. 24 as amended by Resolution8$o.puts forward the following
main principles on implementing CEVNI:

(@) Harmonize national and regional prescriptiossraich as possible with the
provisions of Chapters 1-8 and, if possible, Chapde

(b)  Maintain the structure and numbering of CEVMNickes (by using “left void”
if not applicable);

() In case of a deviation from CEVNI, Chapters 1+hich had to be
maintained for navigation safety:

0] If the deviation concerns an article alreadstdd in Chapter 9, the Party
concerned shall report it to SC.3;

(i) If the deviation is not foreseen in Chapter the Party concerned may
propose to include this article in Chapter 9.

(d)  List additional requirements to be compiledaigeneral database on national
and regional requirements;

(e) In the national/regional regulations, Chapteaf be left void or used to list
all the provisions which deviate from CEVNI.
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13.  Moreover, new Article 9.01 of CEVNI stipulatist:

The competent authorities may omit, complement adify the provisions of
Chapters 1-8 and, in particular, the provisiontedisin this Chapter, when this is
required by the conditions of navigation. In thisse, they shall report on these
differences to the Working Party on Inland Watearigport (SC.3). The competent
authorities shall also report to the Working Padp the additional local
requirements existing in their region.

14. To facilitate the new reporting requirementslamArticle 9.01, the secretariat has
circulated a questionnaire (ECE/TRANS/SC.3/WP.3(20) enabling Governments and
River Commissions to report on:

(@) Their special requirements deviating from CEVMI accordance with
Chapter 9 “Regional and National Special Requirgsien

(b)  Information on other deviations from the ad&lof Chapters 1-8 of CEVNI,
if any;

(c) Information on the additional requirements ctanmenting Chapters 1-8 of
CEVNI, if any.

15. The collected information based on responeesived from the Governments of
Belarus, Bulgaria, Czech Republic, Lithuania, thethérlands, the Russian Federation,
Slovakia, Serbia and from the Mosel Commission sgsmitted for the fifty-fourth session
of SC.3 as the 2010 CEVNI status document (ECE/TB/AC.3/2010/5 and Add.1). The
updated version of the status document, includifigrimation from Belgium and Germany,
was published as Informal document No. 1 for theytteighth session of SC.3/WP.3.

16.  According to the information submitted to thityffourth session of SC.3 and the
thirty-eighth session of SC.3/WP.3 (ECE/TRANS/SW@W/B/3/76, para.28), CEVNI,
revision four, constituted the basis for the nevti@ad of the Basic Rules of Navigation on
the Danube (DFND), for the legally binding rulestbk navigation for the Sava River
basin, as well as for the revision or planned iewni®f the national legislation in Austria,
the Netherlands, Serbia and Slovakia.

17. The CEVNI Expert Group met four times in 201t aonce in 2011. The Group
prepared a list of new amendments and a corrigentu@EVNI. The first set of the
amendments and Corrigendum 1 to CEVNI, revisiom,faas approved by the fifty-fourth
session of SC.3 (ECE/TRANS/SC.3/187, para. 21).

18. In parallel with this work, the UNECE in closmoperation with the Central
Commission for the Navigation of the Rhine (CCNRg Danube Commission (DC) and
the Mosel Commission had initiated in January 284® work on the German text of
CEVNI, revision four, with the goal to make CEVNIone accessible to the shipping
industry. The German text of CEVNI is also expectedfacilitate the cooperation on
CEVNI related issues and incorporating CEVNI praxis into the relevant instruments of
the River Commissions of the Rhine and Mosel ad aglinto the national legislation of
the German-speaking countries. The completed &tosl of CEVNI, revision four, is
expected to be available after the final editomgeting organized by CCNR on 22 August
2011. This translation work has also helped to tifiepossible editorial modifications to
the French (and, sometimes English) text duringhth revision of CEVNI.

V. Scope and the roadmap for the next revision cEEVNI

19.  With the adoption of revision four, there ig@ater emphasis on promoting and
implementing CEVNI by Governments and River Cominiss.
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20. The UNECE White Paper on Efficient and Sustamdnland Water Transport in
Europe, adopted at the fifty-fourth session of S@r8poses to reinforce the role of CEVNI
as the Model Regulation for pan-European inland ewatavigation whose general
provisions applicable to all inland waterways a@ns$posed and applied by subregional
bodies or River Commissions. In addition, the WHhRaper suggests putting in place
adequate maintenance solutions to provide effici@lmbttom-up” mechanisms for
amendment proposals (from Governments and Rivernaesions) as well as adequate
“top-down” and monitoring procedures ensuring hamiped implementation at national,
subregional and river basin level. The White Papxes that the necessity to complement
CEVNI with specific rules on local navigational abtions gives River Commissions a
crucial role in ensuring efficiency and safety mtaind navigation (ECE/TRANS/SC.3/189,
para. 230).

21.  The fourth revised edition of CEVNI, that edigtied harmonization and monitoring
mechanisms (Chapter 9 and CEVNI Status documemts) s&ructured the amendment
procedure (the CEVNI expert group is composed ofeRiCommissions and interested
Governments that coordinate the amendment procasslyibutes significantly to the
objectives put forward by the White Paper. The easaf this work depends however on
the active involvement of all River Commissiondpwaing a coordinated development on
pan-European (CEVNI), river-specific (River Comniiss) and national rules.

22. Building on the results of revision four, thenw on CEVNI, currently carried out
under the auspices of the Working Party on Inlandtéi/ Transport, includes several
dimensions:

(@) Comparison and further harmonization between the n#onal/River
Commission's regulations and CEVNI, revision four this work is carried out by
Governments and River Commissions and is monitbyefC.3;

(b)  Update Chapter @ Using the CEVNI questionnaire, the secretaridtects
information on whether the deviations from CEVNIy@ntly allowed by Chapter 9, are in
practice and whether Chapter 9 includes all thiglast from which deviations currently
exist in national and regional rule. It is impottan emphasize, that to benefit from the
harmonization, member States and River Commissiomgncouraged to fully comply with
the CEVNI provisions, thus, perhaps reducing tkedff articles in Chapter 9 in the next
revision;

(c) Collection of information on additional national and regional
requirements in accordance with Article 9.01 Information on the national and regional
special requirements, which complement CEVNI, Chapl-8, is also collected using the
CEVNI questionnaire. The goal is to facilitate axedo this information by all the
participants in inland navigations and to boatnastén particular. During the next
revision, based on the amount and quality of inftion collected, SC.3 can take a
decision on the appropriate form for publishingstimformation (footnotes in Chapter 9, a
supplement to CEVNI, a separate document or ameidatabase);

(d) Continuation of the work on substantial amendmentsto CEVNI to
reflect the evolution of the rules and practice innland navigation: coordinated by the
CEVNI expert group for submission to SC.3/WP.Fhe substantive amendments to

For instance, following the recommendations by @&VNI expert group, SC.3/WP.3 is currently
discussing new provisions on the use of Inland Aatic Identification System and is planning to
discuss amendments to Chapter 10 on “Preventionobifitipn of water and disposal of waste
occurring on board of vessels” based on the 1996/€tdion on Collection, Retention and Disposal
of Waste Generated during Navigation on the Rhimtk@ther Inland Waterways.
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VI.

CEVNI are adopted, in principle, at each SC.3 sessa waiting inclusion into CEVNI
with its next major revision;

(e) Work on improving CEVNI terminology and consistency between the
different linguistic versions. as noted above, the preparation of the GermarofeEVNI
is accompanied by proposals on further improvenoérthe text in English, French and
Russian and on ensuring the consistency betweesxtbiing linguistic versions. This work
is carried out by the UNECE in close cooperatiothwie River Commissions, which use
French and Russian text of CEVNI.

23. In parallel, the UNECE and the River Commissifor Danube, Moselle and Rhine
are preparing the German text of CEVNI, which stdackilitate the implementation of the
code by the boatmasters and other participantdand navigation.

24.  The preliminary scope of the next CEVNI reusitherefore, includes the following
components:

(@) Updated Chapters 1-8 and 10;
(b)  Updated Chapter 9 on national and regionalireqents;
(c) Improved linguistic versions of CEVNI,;
(d)  Publication of the national and regional sple@guirements.
25.  Thus, the roadmap towards the next revisicBEWNI can be presented as follows:

Figure 1
Roadmap to the next Revision of CEVNI

2009 -2013 2013

Harmonization/Comparison at the
national and regional level [River
Commissions, member States)

Collecting information for
Chapter 8 [secretariat, CEVNI
Expert Group, SC.3/WP.3)

[substantial amendments and updates|
{CEVMI Expert Group, SC.3/WP.3)

CEVNI terminology and linguistic
improvements [secretariat, River
Commissions)

26.  The next revision can be tentatively schedtdedhe fifty-seventh session of SC.3
in October 2013, at the earliest.

Policy recommendations for the next revision bCEVNI

27. Building on the experience of CEVNI, revisiasuf, and taking into account the
ongoing work related to CEVNI, as described abd¥€,3 puts forward the following
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policy recommendations, aimed to ensure succesBeiimplementation of CEVNI and
preparation of its next revision:

@) Member States and River Commissions shouldestd harmonize as much
as possible their regulations with the content &VQlI, revision four. When this is not
possible, they should report to SC.3 on the reafmmthis situation, which could result, if
appropriate, in an amendment to the CEVNI provision

(b)  Member States and River Commissions should dakactive part in the work
of the CEVNI Expert Group and/or SC.3/WP.3 in ortteprepare future amendments to
CEVNI and to coordinate this work with the work iad out by the River Commissions.
River Commissions, especially, should all be delpresented in the CEVNI Expert Group
and, to that effect, member States should provid®pgy support to their respective
secretariat;

(c) Member States and River Commissions should igeovto the extent
possible, information on special national and regiorequirements in the CEVNI
guestionnaire.




