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Annotated provisional agenda for the first session 
,

to be held at the Palais des Nations, Geneva, starting at 9.30 a.m. on Friday, 2 March 2011 

I.
Provisional Agenda

1.
Introduction.
2.
Election of officers.
3.
Adoption of the Agenda.
4.
Overview of AETR issues.
5.
Programme of work. 

6.
Other business.
7.
Date and place of next meeting.

II.
Annotations 

1. Introduction 
At its seventy-third session (Geneva, 1-3 March 2011), the Inland Transport Committee discussed the urgency and importance of addressing some key issues related to the European Agreement Concerning the Work of Crews of Vehicles Engaged in International Road Transport (AETR). As a result, the Committee decided to transform the existing informal AETR expert group, set up by decision of the 105th session of the Working Party on Road Transport (SC.1), to a formal Expert Group for all Contracting Parties of AETR and European Union (EU). The Committee urged this Group to establish its Terms of Reference (TOR) and report to the Bureau and to SC.1 at the next session (ECE/TRANS/221, para. 44).
The Expert Group may wish to recall that the UNECE Executive Committee, at its forty-third session, held on 19 September 2011, endorsed the decision of the Inland Transport Committee to establish an AETR Group of Experts and approved the Group’s terms of reference.  Accordingly, participation in the Expert Group is open to all UNECE member States, all AETR Contracting Parties and the European Union.  The Expert Group may also include eminent specialists or representatives of international organizations, NGOs and the private sector, in compliance with the UN rules and practices in this respect.  The expected duration of the Expert Group is approximately two years (until December 2013) with a possibility of extension if necessary.  The Expert Group’s parent body will be SC.1.

The Group of Experts is to be assisted in its work by the UNECE Secretariat – within the existing capacities and without the need for additional resources – while UNOG resources will be used for translation and conference services.


Documentation 

ECE/EX/2011/L.16


2.
Election of officers

The Group of Experts will appoint its officers: a Chair and one or two Vice-Chairs.


3.
Adoption of the agenda

The Group of Experts will be invited to adopt the session’s agenda.


Documentation

ECE/TRANS/SC.1/GE.21/1

4.
Overview of AETR issues
The Expert Group may wish to take note of an AETR roadmap paper prepared by the secretariat (ECE/TRANS/2012/3). The paper provides the historical and the legal background concerning the relationship between the AETR Agreement and the EU framework. It also describes and examines possible options on how to modify the AETR Agreement in order to bridge the differences between the two regimes.



Documentation

ECE/TRANS/2012/3

5.
Programme of work
The Expert Group may wish to discuss what areas of AETR it should focus on as well as how to precede.


Documentation
ECE/EX/2011/L.16

6.
Other business
The Expert Group may wish to discuss other issues of interest.


7.
Date and place of next meeting
The Expert Group will decide on the date and venue for its next meeting.
	�	For reasons of economy, delegates are requested to bring copies of all relevant documents to the session. There will be no documentation available in the conference room.  Before the session, documents may be downloaded from the UNECE Transport Division's website (www.unece.org/trans/main/welcwp1.html). On an exceptional basis, documents may also be obtained by e-mail (roadtransport@unece.org) or by fax (+41 22 917 0039). During the session, official documents may be obtained from the UNOG Documents Distribution Section (Room C.337, third floor, Palais des Nations).


	�	All delegates are requested to complete the registration form available for download at the UNECE Transport Division's website (www.unece.org/trans/registfr.html). It should be transmitted to the UNECE secretariat no later than one week prior to the session by e-mail (� HYPERLINK "mailto:roadsafety@unece.org" ��roadsafety@unece.org�) or by fax (+41 22 917 0039). Upon arrival at the Palais des Nations, delegates should obtain an identification badge at the UNOG Security and Safety Section, located at the Pregny Gate (14, Avenue de la Paix). In case of difficulty, please contact the secretariat by telephone (ext.75716 or 72401). For a map of the Palais des Nations and other useful information, see website (www.unece.org/meetings/practical.htm).
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