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Mandate

1. In accordance with its terms of reference (EG&MNS/97, annex 2, para. (h)), upon
request, the Committee advises and assists thedJNiations Economic Commission for
Europe (UNECE) member countries particularly théseing major economic changes
through workshops, training and other appropriagams on transport matters of specific
interest in particular in developing transport eys¢ and infrastructures which are
compatible with those of neighbouring parts of EE region.

2. In accordance with the programme of work (ECEXNS/200, para. 120 and
ECE/TRANS/2008/11, programme activity 02.1, sulprit® this document contains the
annual report on operational activities aimed aiséiag countries with economies in
transition, undertaken for the period January toebeber 2011.

Supporting the implementation of the Almaty Programme
of Action

3. The Almaty Programme of Action (APA), adopted2®03, aims at establishing a
new global framework for developing efficient trértsansport systems in landlocked and
transit countries for facilitating internationabirsport while improving its safety, security
and environmental performance. APA is active in thea of trade and transport
facilitation. In total, 57 international agreemeatsd conventions in the field of transport
are managed through UNECE and, if promoted, used properly implemented, these
agreements and conventions can assist landloclettamsit countries in overcoming their
unique disadvantages.
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4, UNECE member States include nine “landlockedetigping countries” (LDCs) as
classified by the Office of the High Representatfee the Least Developed Countries,
Landlocked Developing Countries and Small Island/édeping States (OHRLLS). They
are: Armenia, Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstaap@blic of Moldova, Tajikistan, the
Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Turkmenisaad Uzbekistan. Six of them are
United Nations Special Programme for the Econorofe€entral Asia (SPECA) member
countries.

5. LDCs in the UNECE region continue to face nurnsrohallenges to decrease their
economic distance to markets and improve their atitipeness. UNECE has a number of
international legal instruments, standards, norngsracommendations which, if promoted,
used and properly implemented, can assist landtbekel transit countries in overcoming
their special disadvantages.

6. However, UNECE does not only offer a large poblegal instruments and trade
recommendations. UNECE also recognized the sigmifie of APA by undertaking a
number of APA-related initiatives.

7. UNECE has supported the development of trandpbdstructure at the regional,
pan-European level in the context of Trans-Europééotorway (TEM) and Trans-
European Railway (TER) projects. Jointly with theildd Nations Economic and Social
Commission for Asia and the Pacific (UNESCAP), UNE®@as promoted the trans-
continental harmonization of transport investmentthe context of Euro-Asian Transport
Linkages (EATL) project. The first phase of the HAPproject culminated with the
Ministerial Meting in Geneva in February 2008. @mtty, UNECE is implementing a new
EATL Phase Il initiative. Finally, the United Nati® Special Programme for Economies of
Central Asia — supported jointly by UNECE and UNEST — has an impressive
transport and border crossing component.

8. The UNECE has also contributed to the APA bypewating with other international
organizations. Of particular interest is novel cagpion of UNECE with the Organization
for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE)ranote transport and border crossing
facilitation, particularly in the context of the APIn this context, the staff of the Transport
Division of UNECE recently co-organized and/or sfigantly participated in OSCE events
in Georgia, Kazakhstan, Tajikistan and Ukraine.réntly, the UNECE is working with the
OSCE to publish a “Handbook of Best Practices atiBis”.

9. Some current and future UNECE Transport Divisiotiatives which have (or will)
contribute to the implementation of APA are listeow:

* Promote the existing international transport frames and related legal
instruments to facilitate new accessions to andtebetnonitoring of the
implementation of the UNECE legal instruments. Iistregard, encourage
Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and Turkmenistan to accedethe Agreement on the
International Carriage of Perishable Foodstuffs andhe Special Equipment to be
Used for such Carriage (ATP) so that they can baiidtheir participation in the
Transport Corridor Europe-Caucasus-Asia (TRACECH)jétt on the Development
of ATP Equipment Certification Centres.

* Work with Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan abidbekistan accession to the
European Agreement concerning the Internationati@ge of Dangerous Goods by
Road (ADR) to increase safety, security and praiaadf the environment on their
territories when dangerous goods are transportetsa they can benefit from the
international transport facilitation effect of ADR.
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* Promote the use of transport agreements outsidehef UNECE region by
cooperating with other United Nations Regional Cadssions, preparing
information materials and organizing seminars.

« Promote transit facilitation in support of landleckcountries, both through the TIR
system and multimodal facilitation approaches.

» Organize meetings of Group of Experts on Euro-Adisansport Links — a forum
to ensure monitoring and coordination of activitietated to developing efficient,
safe and secure Euro-Asian inland transport lifk&ooperation with international
partners, launch a block train to identify key btecks at railway border crossings.

¢ Organize meetings of Group of Experts on Euro-Adieansport Links to prioritize
investment projects that are needed for the dewsdop of competitive inland
transport links between Europe and Asia.

» Publish and disseminate a UNECE report about theéhadelogical basis for the
definition of bottlenecks, missing links and qualibf service in transport
infrastructure networks that includes best prastiognfrastructure planning.

» Disseminate and implement recommendations of tentey published UNECE
report on hinterland connections of seaports (imti@dar the integration of
hinterland connections into strategic transportefflgyment plans and adoption of
good border-crossing practices) with the goal ofpriowing connectivity of
landlocked developing economies in the Caucasustr&eAsia and South-Eastern
Europe.

10. In presentations made by the representativeSRECA member countries on
transport infrastructure and facilitation projectstivities and initiatives at the national
level were reported in 2011 as being implementeling with the Almaty Programme of
Action. Such presentations made regularly durirggSFPECAProject Working Group on
Transport and Border Crossifi@WG TBC) annual session are particularly inténgsin
view of efforts to make SPECA member countries atiter stakeholders in the region
aware of the activities undertaken for the fadilita of transport in their immediate
neighbourhood.

11.  In March and June 2011, the TIR secretariat pésticipated in sessions organized
by the OSCE Border Staff Management College, inHanke (Tajikistan).

Trans-European North-South Motorway and Trans-
European Railway projects

12. The TEM and TER projects, established under dabgis of UNECE by the
Governments of the Central, Eastern and South-Ea&eropean Countries are amongst
the most successful UNECE activities on coordinatedelopment and maintenance of
transport infrastructure. UNECE, as the Executirgercy of the TEM and TER projects,
continued to provide technical and administrativpport to the projects.

13. The TEM and TER project’s work in the reportperiod focused on the completion
and publication of the Master Plan revision. Theusculated experience of the TEM and
TER projects could be of vital importance for tladlocked developing countries in the
region.

14.  The objectives of the Master Plan revision were
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(@) analyse the results of the road and rail itfuature development in 25
participating countries of Central, Eastern, Sda#istern Europe and the Caucasus in the
period 2005-2010;

(b)  describe the existing status of road and mtivorks; and
(c)  set out their development programmes untilyser 2020.

15.  Five years ago, UNECE published the originaMT&d TER Projects Master Plan,
presenting a reliable and pragmatic short, mediach lang-term investment strategy for
developing road, rail and combined transport bankboetworks in the participating
countries. The revised Master Plan proved to bérgortant step toward improving the
transport sector performance in the study regioran targeted investments — for
example, about 45 per cent of the 491 rail and prapkcts contained in the original Master
Plan — have been completed.

16. On the other hand, important political, ecoromnd technological changes took
place and new challenges emerged. Four additionahtdes — Albania, Armenia,
Azerbaijan and Montenegro joined the revision pssce

17. Slower than expected economic growth in somaeticg@ting countries
unfortunately resulted in a minimized growth ofittgassenger and freight transport sector.
The budgetary constraints in many of the countliesited transport infrastructure
development. However, the original Master Plan aekadged that the range of possible
investments would greatly exceed the immediatefareseeable capacities of national and
international bodies to fund all the identified jeicis. That being said, the original Master
Plan did not foresee the global crisis of 2008-2068 consequences of which further
deepened the imbalances between the investmers aeedunding sources.

18. The revised Master Plan endeavours to takeethesent and expected future
developments into account. First, it addressesntiodifications of the TEM and TER
Master Plan backbone networks identified in 2006ttlkermore, it reflects changes in
traffic flows, political changes in the region, deef new participating countries, desires to
harmonize TEM and TER networks with other interoradil transport networks, changed
priorities, as well as the need to connect thesearks in the best way with important
international combined transport routes and wigimsgrshipment points and nodes. During
this work, the identified road and rail missingkiinlisted in the report were also taken into
account and the great majority of them have beelnded in the revised networks.

19. The changes in the backbone network, traffiedast results, as well as the above
additional requirements have been reflected inné Master Plan list of road and rail
projects, comprising 191 rail and 294 road/motorveaystruction and/or rehabilitation
projects with a total cost of approximately 188ibil EUR. The average cost of a project
(approximately 388 million EUR) increased almostteld in comparison with the average
project in the original Master Plan. This increases partly due to inflation, but extensively
due to the larger and more demanding constructiojegts (e.g. high-speed rail lines in
some countries) which frequently focus on the dgnpepulated agglomerations. More
stringent environmental protection measures alstritwted to the increase.

20. Different types of rail and road bottlenecks ravesubsequently analysed,
distinguishing between the condition bottlenecks, links in poor condition and the
capacity bottlenecks, i.e. congested road andlirdit in the backbone networks. Both
types of bottlenecks are listed in the report amticated on the corresponding maps. The
report also includes detailed considerations orncatdd barriers and on border crossings
problems in the region, broken down according teirthorigin (i.e. infrastructure,
procedures and staff), which are particularly comnoa borders between Schengen and
non-Schengen countries.
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21.  In comparison with the original TEM and TER MasPlan of 2005, this report
further considers the links between the rail aratirbackbone networks and between those
networks and the other trans-shipment points sscte@minals, ferry links and sea, river
and lake ports of importance for international coretd transport.

22.  The original Master Plan did not deal with ligent Transport Systems (ITS). ITS

applications would improve overall service levelsilmproving transport management and
use of infrastructure. The present report undeslithat the wider application of ITS could

be increased through integration. ITS integratienalso a necessary precondition for
interoperability of ITS systems at the Europearlev

23.  Finally, the revised Master Plan focuses onntlest important transport impacts on
the environment, i.e. carbon dioxide emissions maise pollution, as well as on road
safety and transport security issues. These isavescurrently basic elements of the
definition of transport service quality — providéidere is balance between operational
needs and security requirements.

24. The ¥ TEM and TER Joint Rail and Road/Motorway Follow-Empert Group
Meeting was held on 26 October 2011, in Salzbungs{Aa). The group approved the TEM
Master Plan Revision monitoring mechanism basedoan templates, which will form a
critical part of the TEM Master Plan Revision Feltap Action Plan.

25.  The monitoring activities should concentrat@amticular on the progress reached in
the implementation of the Master Plan Revisionasfructure projects, updating of the
Revision traffic data and traffic forecasts, depahent of the backbone network and on its
status. The monitoring mechanism should guararteergégularity and reliability of the
procedure using approved templates as its basls. tbhese templates will be submitted
regularly to the TEM and TER Project Central Off{€CO) for checking and processing
every year. The results of the monitoring actigitieould be submitted once a year for the
consideration of the TEM and TER Steering Committee

26. During 2011, closer contacts were establishgd the Ukrainian authorities as a
follow-up of the 58 session of the TEM Steering Committee held in SuagRomania.
The IHEEP (International Highway Engineering Exopp@anProgram) 2011 Conference
which took place in Winnipeg, Canada and the Camfee on Development of Special
Transport Infrastructures — Ferries/Seaports hel@aku, Azerbaijan on 20 September
2011, were also two major highlights of the TEM ait€R Project Officer’s activities.

27. TEM and TER projects have recently incorporatathong their major tasks,

activities in support of the development of EATLoject. Furthermore, they are

undertaking specific actions to ensure closer cragjmn and share their experiences with
other countries further east, including Caucasus @antral Asian landlocked developing
countries.

Activitiesunder regional and sub regional programmes

28. The main capacity building activities in traogp within the ECE Region, are

focused on providing advisory services, strategidance and administrative support for
technical cooperation projects designed to devetoperent pan-European transport
networks and Euro-Asian transport links; strengihgnnational legal and regulatory

frameworks on road safety; projects, workshops,is@rae and training courses aimed at
assisting countries in acceding to and implementihNECE legal instruments, norms and
standards, transferring know-how and sharing beattiges, as well as implementing
global commitments in transport; provision of supgo transport initiatives and projects



ECE/TRANS2012/1

carried out by sub regional groupings in particularthe framework of SPECA, the Black
Sea Economic Cooperation Organization (BSEC), teti@l European Initiative, etc.

29.  For these purposes, UNECE also works in clasgperation with the other four
regional commissions of the United Nations, naméWWESCAP, the Economic
Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (UNEC), the Economic
Commission for Africa (UNECA) and the Economic aBdcial Commission for Western
Asia (UNESCWA).

A. Special Programme for the Economies of Central Asia

30. The UNECE Transport Division, together with thESCAP, are among the main
supporters of activities of the Working Group onafgport and Border Crossing
Facilitation of SPECA, established in 1998 withire tframework of the SPECA Tashkent
Declaration, to offer technical support and bagigiog. All countries involved in this
activity are landlocked developing countries.

31. The sixteenth session of the SPECA Project WgrikGroup on Transport and

Border Crossing Facilitation held in Almaty (Kazakdn) on 20 and 21 April 2011 was
attended by all SPECA countries, except one. Dutimg meeting, participants were
informed of the progress made in the implementatibthe project on the development of
Euro-Asian transport linkages. They took note af #xpert group meetings organized
under the framework of the EATL Project in the setdalf of 2010 in Istanbul, Turkey,

and Turkmenbashi, Turkmenistan, and encouraged 8PEE€mber States to actively

participate in the project

32.  The Project Working Group (PWG) reaffirmed thmportance of the international
legal instruments and invited SPECA countries tennify their efforts to accede to and
effectively implement the conventions. In this resp the PWG encourages SPECA
member countries who are not yet parties to the ADR the ATP, to do so as soon as
possible.lt highlighted the need to identify any outstandisgues related to the accession
to and implementation of the conventions, and retpee UNECE and UNESCAP
secretariats to provide assistance in assessingintipdications of transport-related
international legal instruments, when possible.

33.  Highlighting the importance of the effectiveoperation and coordination among all
relevant stakeholders in the public and privatetsedor the formulation and
implementation of international transport facilitet measures, the PWG noted the current
status/progress of SPECA member States in estalgistrengthening national
coordination mechanisms for trade and transpoititit@n, and noted the availability of
the UNECE and UNESCAP funds for workshops and adyiservices at the request of
member countries.

34. The PWG noted, with satisfaction, the tangitdeults achieved by the United
Nations Development Account (UNDA) project ImprayiiGlobal Road Safety: setting
regional and national road traffic casualty reduttiargets, jointly undertaken by five UN
Regional commissions, and invited SPECA countriegdake actions to respond to the
decade of action for road safety and embrace thewdkk undertaken at global and
regional levels.

35. The PWG noted the progress achieved in the lg@vent of the common
International Convention concerning the Carriage @fods by Rail/Agreement on
International Railway Freight Communications (CIMISS) consignment note, and
encouraged SPECA countries to consider activeltigigaiting in the project to contribute
to the creation of the unified rail transport lawdapromoting facilitation of railway
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transportation, in particular through an effectparticipation in the Group of Experts
which met in Geneva.

36. The PWG adopted its programme of work for tiemfium 2012—-2013.

37.  The UNECE Transport Division participated a& 2011 SPECA Economic Forum
and at the Sixth session of the SPECA Governingn€ibuvhich coincided with the 20
anniversary of the independence of SPECA countgsened by Mr. Annamuhammet
Gochiyev, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister forr€ign Affairs of Turkmenistan, Mr.
Jan Kubis, UNECE Executive Secretary and Mr. Shunn-Murata, UNESCAP Deputy
Executive Secretary, the forum offered the oppdtyuto take stock of the economic and
social progress achieved during these two decalesliscussed the successes and
challenges of regional economic cooperation andgnattion in Central Asia and made
recommendations on the way forward. The UNECE TpartsDivision delivered a key
note speech orransport as a key for competitiveness and integration among LLDC of
Central Asia, providing information on the importance of trangpdhe main transport
challenges in Central Asian and the UNECE contidouto address these issues, focusing
on transport infrastructure and transport and itdasilitation, as well as road safety. The
address noted the need for higher investmentsamsport infrastructure, enhanced cross-
border cooperation and more attention to road gaf@tcerns, and urged SPECA countries
to facilitate transit by reducing non-physical @més to transport and invited them to
become Contracting Parties to sixteen major ECEI lagtruments. The sixth session of
the SPECA Governing Council discussed the progoésthe SPECA Project Working
Groups on Water and Energy Resources, TransporBardger Crossing, Trade, Statistics,
Knowledge-based Development and Gender and Ecoromyadopted the SPECA Work
Plan for 2012-2013 and a list of projects. The SRE&overning Council accepted the
request of the Kazakhstan delegation to includedhe safety issues in the programme of
work of the SPECA PWG TBC and that of Tajikistanirolude the issue of international
transport of oversized and overweight shipments.

38.  To solve the problems encountered in colledtiagsport statistics in some member
countries, particularly SPECA countries, a follopv-geminar to the workshop held in 2010
in Almaty (Kazakhstan) was held in the afternoonhef second day of meeting of the PWG
TBC. The first workshop was an opportunity for spart statisticians from Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan and Uzbekistan to become more familiggh ihe online UNECE tools for
gathering transport statistics. The second workshomanized with the help of
EUROSTAT, focused especially on using the CommomrsQannaire and obtaining the
Central Asian countries’ replies to UNECE yearltistical surveys in a timely fashion. On
21 April 2011, SPECA PWG TBC representatives offdfigistan, Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and Turkmenistan were infethof the concrete outcome of the fist
workshop and the further steps to be implementedh arational level, particularly the
urgent need of national focal points on this topic.

39. Toraise awareness about the importance arfidlinsss of transport statistics among
SPECA countries, another capacity building evens wald, by the Vice Minister of
Transport of Azerbaijan in Baku on 9 December, 2001is workshop held in cooperation
with Organisation for Economic Co-operation and &epment/International Transport
Forum (OECD/ITF), was an opportunity to extend teéchl assistance activities in the field
of transport statistics t6ommonwealth of Independent States (CIS) countries.

United Nations Development Account Project (7th tranche)

40. The UNECE Transport Division, together with thaether UN Regional
Commissions, initiated a new project to enhanceridtional cooperation and planning
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towards sustainable transport policies that fatditclimate change mitigation. The project
is funded by UNDA for three years, from January2@d December 2013.

41.  The project aims to develop an information andlysis modelling tool based on a
uniform methodology for the evaluation of the enuss of carbon dioxide (CO2). This
tool focuses on the inland transport sector (road,and inland waterways), while GO

emissions caused by international aviation and tingitransport are excluded from its
scope. The tool is called “For Future Inland Tramssystems”, or ForFITS, since it is
meant to pave the way for the future.

42.  In order to define the requirements and featofghe ForFITS tool, a wide range of
models and tools used for inventory and impactssssent studies have been reviewed.
The suitability of their underlying methodology addta for the development of ForFITS
has been assessed.

43.  The following transport data will be requireddiaput to ForFITS for the calculation
of CO, emissions:

* Vehicle stock, which is required by vehicle typeelftype, weight, engine size, age,
emission standard, etc.;

» Transport activity, which may be defined in ternfsvehicle-kilometres (vkm),
passenger-kilometres (pkm) or tonne-kilometres Jtkend is again required by
vehicle type, fuel type, etc.;

* Vehicle occupancy levels and loading factors;

« Real-world energy consumption;

» Taxation and registrations costs; and

« Maintenance and repair costs.
Several data sources can be used to obtain the alada for the various countries/regions:

+ National data offices and institutions;

« International data offices and institutions;

« Industry statistics;

» Transport federations, committees, associationsagedcies;

« National experts; and

» Research projects, literature and key investigateeding with data collection
More information is available at: www.unece.or@wis/theme_forfits.html

44.  The current status of the project implementaficcludes the finalization of the

concept document, the Global Status Report andatimual progress report. The project
team agreed to hold the International Expert Megetin 24 April 2012, in the presence of
the Regional Commissions, the national focal poimsninated by the replies to the
guestionnaire, International Organizations and ecaa.

C. United Nations Development Account Project (8th tranche)

45.  Under the 8th tranche of the UNDA Project (2€2213), a new project will be
implemented. The objective of the project is tesgthen the capacities of developing
countries and countries with economies in transitifacilitate legitimate border crossing,
by means of increased exchange of secure electrioficmation between Customs
administrations. Simultaneously, the project willther secure the supply chain and the
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government revenues related to the internatiomakport of goods. Ultimately, this project
will contribute to increasing the cooperation beawe€ustoms administrations and promote
the use of international standard electronic messsag particular, for transit operations.

46. On the basis of existing international stangan transit related information, such
as those used and defined in the framework of THR @roject, the project will deliver a
Customs-to-Customs (C2C) exchange platform. Seléait countries will then be provided
with technical assistance in the form of workshapsl technical assistance contracts in
order to connect their Information and Communiagatieechnologies (ICT) systems with
the newly developed platform. The cross-border tedaic exchange of transit related
Customs information will not only streamline bordeossing procedures but also improve
risk assessment. The increased use of standareefdronic declarations will also greatly
facilitate the work of transport operators.

47.  Expert groups, workshops and a seminar thrautgtitee project will ensure the
exchange of best practices, capacity building atdthe end, the dissemination of the
project results. The pilot countries will serve esamples and their experience will
encourage additional countries to link up to theC@&Xchange platform with the intention
to fully computerize transit operations globally.

48.  The proposal is consistent with the scope aiatifies of the strategic frameworks
for 2012-2013 of relevant sub programmes of UNEGEESCAP, UNECA, UNESCWA

and UNECLAC and is directly linked to the Intermetally Agreed Development Goals
(IADGS), including the Millennium Development GoalMDGs) and Development
Agenda. The project builds on the experience of UNECE Working Party on Customs
Questions affecting Transport (WP.30) and, in pafér, eight years of work of the
Informal Ad hoc Expert Group on Conceptual and Tecdl Aspects of Computerization
of the TIR Procedure (WP.30/GE.1).

Cooperation with other organizations

Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe

49.  Cooperation with the OSCE is undertaken in a@we with the 2004
memorandum of understanding. In the transport fietperation continues in the area of
international transport and border crossing failin, as well as through reviews of the
implementation of OSCE commitments, promotion o€emsion to and more effective
implementation of UNECE legal instruments, suchtes“Harmonization Convention” or
TIR.

50. The UNECE and OSCE working relationship is ipatarly close in the area of
international transport. In 2011, the UNECE Tramsfivision took active part in the
process leading to the annual OSCE Economic anddmaental Forum. The 19th Forum
was conducted under the 2011 Lithuanian Chairmanshder the theme “Promotion of
common actions and co-operation in the OSCE arethénfields of development of
sustainable energy and transport”. This event wasly and closely related to the ongoing
work of the UNECE Transport Division. As a resititpffered an excellent opportunity to
strengthen UNECE-OSCE cooperation in the area efamable inland transport. The
UNECE Transport Division also continued to suppbe OSCE Border Management Staff
College in Dushanbe. The College provides traimrggrams to high level customs, border
and transport officials. In 2011, UNECE trainevelled to Dushanbe to deliver periodic
courses on customs, trade and transport facilitatm participants mostly from CIS
countries and Afghanistan.
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51. OSCE provides the political support neededrplément UNECE regulations and
projects and the synergy developed between bothn@ations over the past years proved
beneficial to all member countries. In his own mego the Inland Transport Committee,
the OSCE representative will provide additionalrepées of this fruitful cooperation.

Organization of the Black Sea Economic Cooper ation

52.  Cooperation with the BSEC is promoted in acano# with the cooperative

agreement between the two organizations, signe®0Bl. UNECE has assisted in the
process harmonizing national transport legislatbBBSEC member States. Furthermore,
UNECE contributed to the coordinated developmeritasfsport infrastructure in the BSEC
region through the elaboration of the TEM and TERsMr Plan, as well as through the
development of the EATL project, including throutpe BSEC region.

53. UNECE participated at the BSEC Working GroupToansport and the Meeting of
BSEC Ministers of Transport, held in Moscow from 921 October 2011, providing
information on the results of ongoing UNECE aci@stof interest to BSEC member States,
including the EATL Project Phase I, the Revisidittee TEM and TER Master Plans, and
the implementation of the digital tachograph andpkasising the important conclusions
and recommendations of the UNECE-BSEC Road Safetfefence of loannina, Greece,
and the “loannina Declaration”.

54.  UNECE also participated at the BSEC Working upreon Transport, held in
Istanbul, on 13-14 April 2011, during which Unitddtions activities within the Decade of
Action for Road Safety were discussed. Following ttbannina Declaration” the BSEC
Working Group on Transport endorsed UNECE'’s proptgsaBSEC member States to
proceed with an assessment of their readinesshéinplementation of the Plan for the
Decade at the national level in accordance withestionnaire developed by UNECE. The
guestionnaire was sent to all BSEC member Statégeplies are already being received
by the UNECE secretariat.

Economic Cooper ation Or ganization

55.  UNECE, the Economic Cooperation OrganizationC@QE and the Islamic
Development Bank (IDB) signed a Memorandum of Uatiarding (MoU) in Geneva on
30 March 2011, on the occasion of the sixty-foseksion of the Commission.

56.  Through this MoU, the three organizations wiststrengthen their cooperation in
the transport sector. This is a crucial sectorudh&r promote regional cooperation and
contribute to economic development and social @egrin the respective member
countries, many of which constitute an importamssroad for corridors connecting Europe
and Asia. This MOU will complement those signedwsetn ECO and UNECE in June
2003 and between ECO and IDB in July 1993. In &fdithe MoU will support the United
Nations General Assembly Resolution on cooperatietween ECO and the United
Nations.

57.  The cooperation is guided by the following gaherinciples:

» Long-term approaches to inclusive and sustainaéleldpment;

*  Full stakeholder participation; and

* Results-oriented development policies and programs.
To ensure efficient and timely progress in carryiogt planned activities, the three
organizations will conduct joint mid-term reviewsthe implementation of the MoU and
consider further activities
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58. In order to further promote the developmentaof internationally integrated

intermodal transport and logistics system for memmtmuntries, the three organizations
plan to work together on the further developmentttid East-West and North-South
corridors connecting Asia and Europe as well astngthening the implementation of the
international transport conventions and agreemegrdasgjcularly those mentioned in the
ECO Transit Transport Framework Agreement (TTFA).

Fund-raising for operational activitiesin transport

59. In 2011, the UNECE secretariat continued theeldment of the Russian-funded
project on developing Europe-Asian transport li(EATL Phase Il). The Government of
Kazakhstan granted 20,000 US dollars in Novembd026 develop SPECA activities in
the field of transport in 2011.

60. Secondment programmes were pursued during 20l Government of Germany
sponsored the post of an Associate Expert in IT8fféred the opportunity for further in-

depth studies related to ITS and vehicle regulati@amd facilitated the preparation of the
ITC policy segment of 2012 on Transport and ITSSpanish University and Spanish
technical services also contributed by providingo tivainees to work on technical

regulations of vehicles.

61.  Except for organizing and servicing intergoveemtal meetings, and publishing and
disseminating the technical regulations, standamdsecommendations issued by these
bodies, the UNECE Transport Division possesses lmriyed resources for carrying out
projects that could be qualified as technology dfan technical cooperation or capacity-
building projects. Nevertheless, the UNECE TranspDivision regularly provides
technical and legal advice to Governments seekifigrmation on the interpretation of
these regulations, standards and recommendatiomd, facilitates contact between
governments which seek assistance and those waithrovide such assistance.

62.  Technical cooperation and capacity buildingvé@s require increased travel by the
secretariat. There is a growing demand on the et staff to travel outside the ECE
region, as the legal instruments become more anck rgwbal. Moreover, there is a
growing need for consultations and technical asscs beyond the region. A workshop on
dangerous goods transport held in Delhi in April2@nd a conference on the same subject
held in Cairo in October 2012, as well as regisehinars in Latin America proved the
worldwide interest of some of our regulations. Newomotive centres in Asia and Latin
America are considering adhering to vehicle regutst Workshops and meetings were
already held in these regions in 2011.

63. The UNECE Transport Division promotes partitipa in the activities of its
Working Groups and Committees and the implemematibtheir recommendations and
regulations. It cooperates with organizations ov&@oments which possess resources for
capacity-building activities in these areas (sushtt® European Union, other regional
commissions, United Nations Institute for Trainiagd Research (UNITAR), etc) by
providing advice and expertise and training makéoiasuch activities, when possible.

64. The help of donor countries would be most weleat a time of global economic

crisis and restrictions in budgets to ensure theeldpment of technical assistance
activities. In the present context, fund-raisingdl e one of the main challenges to sustain
the wide range of transport topics of common irgefer all UNECE member countries.
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