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Background

NHTSA laboratory testing showed that head 

airbags designed for the 90-degree pole impact, 

in a oblique test were too small to protect 

occupants or the sensors failed to detect the 

impact.

NHTSA investigated real world side crashes 

where the side airbag failed to deploy.

– Data sampled from US National Automotive Sampling 

System/Crashworthiness Data System (NASS/CDS)

– Crashes occurred in 2002 - 2005



•Highlighted 

crashes are 

where we 

believed the 

airbag should 

have deployed.

•Table is on 

page V-15 in 

document RD-

02



Case 2004-47-156

2002 Chevrolet Full Size Blazer

Impacted tree

Delta-V: 22 km/h

290-degree PDOF

Impact behind A-pillar, near front part of 

door

Airbag did not deploy or detect crash



Case 2004-47-156



Case 2005-50-036

2002 Toyota Avalon 

Impacted tree

Delta-V: 29 km/h

40 degree PDOF

Impact near B-pillar

Seatback mounted side airbag did not 

deploy in crash



Case 2005-50-036



For More Information

Full details of all the crashes listed can be 

found at 

– http://www.nhtsa.gov/NASS




