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I ntroduction

1. Under 8.2.2.7.2.3 of the Regulations annexed\@i, the ADN Administrative
Committee shall prepare a catalogue of questianth&@ADN examination.

2. At its fourteenth session, the Safety Committeeepted the German Government's
proposal to establish an informal group in ordeexpedite work on this catalogue (see
ECE/TRANS/WP.15/AC.2/30, paras. 38—40).

3. The working group met for the first time in Boon 27 and 28 April 2009, and a
second time on 9 and 10 November 2009 at CCNR heeatgs in Strasbourg (see
ECE/TRANS/WP.15/AC.2/32, paras. 50-56 and ECE/TRAMS. 15/AC.2/34, paras. 49—
50).

4. The informal working group held another meetomg17 and 18 February 2010 at
CCNR headquarters, attended by Germany, AustréaNigtherlands, Switzerland and the
secretariat of CCNR.

5. This document contains a summary of the disonssi

|. General debate

A. Refresher and advanced training cour ses

6. The delegation of the Netherlands reminded @édsgthat the Safety Committee had
raised the question of participation in refreshet advanced training courses at the January
2010 session. It was noted that the involvemenpasticipants in such courses did not
always have the desired effect. Exercises and {8s2s2.1) were needed to ensure their
active participation in training. However, since tixaminations were not compulsory, the
Safety Committee felt that it had failed to meet toal of ensuring active participation.
The Safety Committee therefore asked the informakimg group to devise a draft test for
use in refresher and advanced training.

7. After intense debate on the matter in the infdrmorking group, it was recognized
that:

(a) It was essential that participants play aiveable in refresher and advanced
training courses;

(b)  Much of the ADN experts’ knowledge was loseothe period of validity of
their certificates;

(c) Refresher and advanced training courses stainidto keep expertise up to
date and to present the latest legal material entrdmsport of dangerous goods and, in
particular, on ADN;

(d) Inland navigation professionals needed toigipgte actively in refresher and
advanced training courses.

8. The group considered that a consistent usesté wrganized in examination-style
conditions by training bodies could ensure the vactinvolvement of participants in
training. Examination-style conditions should appbyt without the involvement of an
examination committee. Training bodies should w#alogues of multiple choice questions
from the basic training examination as well as tjoas from the specialization courses on
gases and chemicals. In principle, the markingsfstshould be carried out along the same
lines as those used for the formal examinationgidgzants who failed the test should have
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to sit another within four weeks. Failure in thestt should lead to non-renewal of their
expert certificate. Participants who neverthelesshed to obtain an expert certificate
should have to undergo basic or specialized trgiaigain and sit a full examination before
an examination committee.

9. Training bodies should keep test results on file two years. The competent
authorities should be notified of them at regulatetivals and should carry out random
checks on the testing practices.

10. The delegation of the Netherlands announcetittiveould draw up a proposal on
the matter with its German counterpart for the entrisession of the Safety Committee.

B. Examination committee

11.  Experts at the meeting concluded that, givenpifecise nature of the examinations
on gases and chemicals, at least one member of eahination committee should be
perfectly well versed in the transport of gases a&h@&micals in tank vessels. That
requirement should, if possible, be mentioned ie thstructions appearing before the
examination questions. After the examination answegre finally drawn up, it was noted
that the examination committee members needed sx&professional knowledge to be
able to mark examinees’ answers objectively.

12. Examinees’ answers should reflect the basidecdnof the samples of correct
answers.

II. Catalogue of examination questions

13.  Before considering the catalogue, the groud halin-depth discussion on whether
to favour short or one-word answers or, as is rosvgractice, complete sentences in the
examination answers. The group decided to mainkeirpreference for complete sentences
for the time being. Should the Safety Committeefgur@ shorter answer format in the

future, that should be implemented with the nexsiza.

14. It would also be useful, at the next Safety @itee meeting, to clarify whether a
new type of substantive question should be developesmall editorial group of four or
five people could make the relevant proposals Wi aim of devising more detailed
questions and more precise answers.

15.  The group then reviewed and updated the answeitse substantive questions on
gases.

[I1. Miscellaneous

16. The group agreed to meet again on 20 and 212049 in Strasbourg with experts
of the RID/ADR/ADN Joint Meeting. The substantiveiegtions on chemicals and the
corresponding answers would be finalized at thagting.
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