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I ATTENDANCE

1. The Working Party on Rail Transport (SC.2) held d#ixty-third session on 18-
20 November 2009. Mr. Krzysztof Kulesza (Poland)sw@hairman and Mr. Hinne Groot
(Netherlands) Vice-Chairman of the session. Reptasiges of the following member States of
United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNHE@articipated: Belgium, Germany,
Hungary, Latvia, Netherlands, Poland, Romania, RansEederation, Switzerland and Turkey.
Representatives of the European Community (EC)Eumdpean Railway Agency (ERA) were
present. A representative of the UNECE Trans-EemopRailway Project (TER) also attended
the session. The following intergovernmental orgations were represented: Intergovernmental
Organisation for International Carriage by Rail (©)T International Transport Forum (ITF),
Organization for Co-operation between Railways [@SJrhe following non-governmental
organizations were represented: Community of Elandgailway and Infrastructure Companies
(CER), C.S.F. Ferroworld, European Disability For(EBDF), European Older People’s Platform
(AGE), International Rail Transport Committee (Cl@ipd International Union of Railways
(UIC). A representative of Pinsent Masons LLP attzh the session by invitation of the
secretariat.

. ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA (Agendaitem 1)
Documentation ECE/TRANS/SC.2/211
2. The provisional agenda (ECE/TRANS/SC.2/211) wagptatb

[1l.  EUROPEAN AGREEMENT ON MAIN INTERNATIONAL RAILWAY LINES
(Agendaitem 2)

A. Status of the European Agreement on Main International Railway Lines

3. The Working Party took note of the secretariagport on the status of the European
Agreement on Main International Rail Lines (AGC)ragment and expressed its support for the
forthcoming review of the AGC and European Agreenmemnimportant International Combined
Transport Lines and Related Installations (AGTG@ndards while assessing the possibility of
making some AGC parameters more flexible in ordermcourage accessions to the AGC
Agreement by more countries.

B. Amendments to the European Agreement on Main International Railway Lines

DocumentationECE/TRANS/SC.2/2009/1, ECE/TRANS/SC.2/2009/2,
ECE/TRANS/SC.2/2009/2/Corr.1

4, The AGC Contracting Parties present adoptediorarsly the amendments to the E-rail
network described in the working documents ECE/TRABC.2/2009/2 and

ECE/TRANS/SC.2/2009/2/Corr.1, and asked the setaéta prepare the depositary notification
and send it to the Treaty Section of the Uniteddyst Office of Legal Affairs. The amendment
proposals contained in document ECE/TRANS/SC.2/20Gthould be resubmitted by the
UNECE secretariat to the AGC administrative comaeittfollowing further consultations with
the countries concerned.
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C. The E-rail traffic census
Documentationinformal documentation
5. The secretariat presented the results of th® 28@sus and its preparation for the 2010

census. The Working Party took note of the rexaflithe 2005 E-rail traffic census and invited
all member Governments to participate in the 204@iBraffic census.

V. TASK FORCE ON RAIL SECURITY (Agendaitem 3)

Documentationinformal document No. 1

6. The Chairman of the Task Force on Rail Secymigsented its report to delegates. The
Working Party expressed its appreciation to thekTasrce on Rail Security for a timely
fulfillment of its mandate and took note of theasunendations proposed in its report, including
the formation of a new Technical Working Group (TWGf government and industry
representatives outside UNECE.

V. TRANS-EUROPEAN RAILWAY PROJECT (Agendaitem 4)
DocumentationECE/TRANS/SC.2/2009/3

7. The TER project manager informed SC.2 of itgenir activities. The Working Party
appreciated the report on the implementation ofmgal TER activities and invited the project
manager to provide an update on relevant develogatits sixty-fourth session in 2010.

VI. EURO-ASIAN RAIL TRAFFIC TRENDS (Agenda item 5)

Documentationinformal documentation

8. The Working Party appreciated the excellent gmttions on the Trans-Siberian rail
traffic trends and prospects given by Russian Raitwv(RZD) and the Economic Research
Institute for Northeast Asia (ERINA). The Workin@f®y also decided to address the principal
Euro-Asian rail traffic issues at a workshop duritsgsixty-fourth session in 2010 and invited all
interested parties to cooperate closely with theretariat while preparing in-depth studies and
evidence-based recommendations for this event.

VII. FACILITATION OF INTERNATIONAL RAIL TRANSPORT (Agendaitem 6)

A. Legal instrumentsfor border-crossing facilitation (Agenda item 6 (a))

9. The Working Party took note of the progress miadthe preparation of the proposed
Annex 9 to the Harmonization Convention.

B. Progress of the common consignment note project (Agenda item 6 (b))
Documentationinformal documentation

10. A representative of CIT made a presentationtten development of the common
consignment note (CIM-SMGS) interoperability prdjedhe Working Party expressed its
appreciation on the progress achieved in this @iftand OSJD project.
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C. I nter oper ability and harmonization of conditions of different rail transport systems
(Agendaitem 6 (c))

Documentationinformal documents No. 2 and No. 5

11. The Working Party received a joint report (Inforndalcument No. 2) of OTIF and OSJD
on their activities aiming to improve the interoglility of rail transport systems in the pan-
European region. In addition, it was informed ttieg first meeting of the OTIF rail transport
facilitation committee, scheduled to take placeGatober 2010, would address key border-
crossing issues. A representative of OSJD presdatéte Working Party a report on activities
of the recently established OSJD/ERA contact gr@oformal document No. 5) that aims to
harmonize technical interoperability of the stamdgauge and wide gauge systems.

12.  The Working Party appreciated the report on jotttvities of the OTIF and OSJD that
aim to harmonize conditions of rail transport sgsten the pan-European region and asked to be
briefed about such activities at its sixty-fourtission in 2010. It also expressed its appreciation
to the OSJD for a report on activities of the OERA contact group that aims to harmonize
technical specifications for interoperability oeth,435 mm and 1,520 mm railway systems in
the European Union (EU) and East European Commdtiwed Independent States (CIS)
countries.

D. Towards a unified railway law in the pan-Eur opean region (Agenda item 6 (d))

13.  The Working Party expressed its full support fdrimtiatives that aim to unify railway
law in the pan-European region and decided to gedruinformal group of experts that would
prepare a position paper on this issue for itsydowirth session in 2010. The group would also
be tasked to prepare, in cooperation with the O%G& TER secretariat, a workshop on the
principal Euro-Asian rail transport issues that ldaake place during the sixty-fourth session of
SC.2 in 2010. The Working Party asked the secedtdn send a letter to representatives of
UNECE member States, OTIF, OSJD, European Commanitlyinternational railway industry
organizations, inviting them to participate in therk of the informal group.

VIIl. INVESTMENT IN RAILWAY INFRASTRUCTURE AND ROLLING STOCK
(Agendaitem 7)

A. Railway infrastructureinvestment trendsin the United Nations Economic
Commission for Europeregion (Agendaitem 7 (a))

DocumentationECE/TRANS/SC.2/2009/4

14. The Working Party took note of the secretariat'oreé on railway infrastructure
investment trends.

B. Financing of railway infrastructure and rolling stock (Agenda item 7 (b))
Documentationinformal documentation

15. The Working Party appreciated the presentation lbgpaesentative of Pinsent Masons
LLP on the feasibility of Public Private PartnegsiiiPPP) projects in the rail sector and decided
to consider PPP financing of rail infrastructurejpcts at its sixty-fourth session in 2010.
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IX.  Activitiesof United Nations Economic Commission for Europe bodies of interest to
the Working Party (Agenda item 8)
A. Inland Transport Committee (agenda item 8 (a))

DocumentationECE/TRANS/208, ECE/TRANS/2009/6, ECE/TRANS/2009/7,
ECE/TRANS/2009/8

16. The Working Party took note of the decisions of thiend Transport Committee (ITC)
related to its work areas and asked the secretaria informed about such decisions at its sixty-
fourth session in 2010.

B. Working Party on Intermodal Transport and L ogistics
DocumentationECE/TRANS/WP.24/123, ECE/TRANS/WP.24/125

17. The Working Party took note of the Working Party briermodal Transport and
Logistics (WP.24) activities in the area of intexab transport and logistics and agreed to
participate in the ongoing review of the AGC andAistandards.

C. Group of Expertson Hinterland Connections of Seaports

18. The Working Party took note of the UNECE reporthamterland connections of seaports
and agreed to consider the report's recommendpgaotaining to the AGC agreement during the
forthcoming joint review of the AGC and AGTC standa

D. Group of Expertson Euro-Asian Transport Links

19. The Working Party took note of activities of thepext Group on Euro-Asian transport
links.

X. BIENNIAL EVALUATIONS AND NEW PROGRAMME OF WORK (2010-2014)
(Agendaitem 9)

DocumentationECE/TRANS/SC.2/2009/5

20. The Working Party adopted its programme of worktfar period 2010-2014 (Annex 1)
and performance indicators for 2010-2011 (Annex If) also decided to improve the
coordination of its activities with WP.24 and thER project.

Xl. DIRECTORATE-GENERAL FOR TRANSPORT AND ENRGY REPORT ON
THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE FIRST RAILWAY PACKAGE AND THE
EUROPEAN RAILWAY TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT SYSTEM DEPLOYMENT
PLAN (Agendaitem 10)

Documentationinformal documentation

21.  Arepresentative of the Directorate-General fomBport and Energy (DG TREN) of the
European Commission informed delegates about tipdemmentation to date of the first railway
package and the deployment plan for the Europeaiw®a Traffic Management System

(ERTMS). The Working Party expressed its appremmto the European Commission for an
excellent presentation on the implementation offitst railway package and the ERTMS plan.
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It asked to be informed about further progressheflkey EU rail transport initiatives during its
sixty-fourth session in 2010.

XIl. WORKSHOP ON PASSENGER ACCESSIBILITY OF HEAVY RAIL SYSTEMS
(Agendaitem 11)

Documentationinformal documentation

22. The Working Party decided at its sixty-second sessn 2008 to hold a Workshop on
passenger accessibility of heavy rail systems duits sixty-third session in 2009. The
Workshop was organized by the UNECE Transport ivisasnd UNECE Population Unit, in
coopera&l'fion with ITF and the Government of Austridne Workshop consisted of three
sessions.

23.  Following a general introduction by the UNECE Trams Division at the outset of the
first session, the UNECE Population Unit made as@néation about the relevance of
demographic trends to passenger accessibilityilo§ystems. Subsequently, the ITF provided an
overview of the policy and legislative context famproved accessibility. The second session
started with an introduction by the Vice-Chairmdriree SC.2 that was followed by a review of
the COST 335 project by Ann Frye Ltd, an economi@lgation of legal accessibility
requirements by the ERA, service provider viewsJb§ and an overview of recent accessibility
legislation in the Russian Federation and provisibaccessible passenger services by Russian
Railways. The third session started with an intcidun by the ITF that was followed by
presentations pertaining to user views (AGE - theofean Older People’s Platform), demand
of elderly and disabled passengers (European Diyalitorum), and best practice and
recommendations (Ann Frye Ltd). Subsequently, aicpoktatement was discussed by
participants.

24. The Working Party expressed its appreciation tatéalv experts for comprehensive
presentations pertaining to passenger accessibflityavy rail systems and decided to adopt the
policy statement on passenger accessibility otransport (Annex Il1).

XI11. ELECTION OF OFFICERS FOR THE 2010 AND 2011 SESSIONS OF THE
WORKING PARTY (Agenda item 12)

25. The Working Party elected Mr. K. Kulesza (Poland)the Chairman and Mr. H.J.Y.
Groot (Netherlands) as the Vice-Chairman for issgms in 2010 and 2011.

! The Workshop programme is available in English Bodsian at the following links:
<http://unece.org/trans/doc/2009/sc2/ECE-TRANS-3@29¢.pdf >.
<http://unece.org/trans/doc/2009/sc2/ECE-TRANS-SGQ9r.pdf>.

2 All Workshop presentations are available at <htipece.org/trans/main/sc2/sc2-
presentations/presentations.html>.
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X1V. BIENNIAL EVALUATION 2008-2009 (Agenda item 13)
DocumentationECE/TRANS/SC.2/2009/6

26. The Working Party took note of the secretariat’aleation questionnaire and requested
that a similar questionnaire be prepared for tHegdges participating in its sixty-fourth session
in 2010.

27. Nine delegates responded to the questionnaireresibondents agreed that the sixty-
second session was well organized, met their eapents and allowed enough time for

presentations. Eight respondents agreed that gwoseallowed enough time for discussions.
While all respondents considered session docunieritg relevant, two of them felt that they

were too general. The duration of the session shbelkept as is according to six respondents
while two respondents indicated their preference acshorter session and one for a longer
session. According to one respondent, the agendaeotession should be reduced to fewer
items; however, two respondents indicated tha@atenda should include more items while the
remaining six would prefer to leave its length wemoged.

XV. OTHER BUSINESS (Agendaitem 14)
Documentationinformal documentation.

28. The Working Party appreciated the CER presentatianthe global warming and
sustainable transport and decided to consider gbeeiagain at its sixty-fourth session. The
Working Party also took note of the presentatiomplamned activities of the Ferroworld project.

XVI. DATE OF NEXT SESSION (Agendaitem 15)

29. The secretariat infformed delegates that the Goventnof Austria and OSCE had
proposed to host the next SC.2 session in Vienha.Working Party agreed to hold its sixty-
fourth session, including the workshop on Euro-Asiail transport, in Vienna on 18-
19 November 2010.

XVII. ADOPTION OF THE REPORT (Agenda item 16)

30. The report of the sixty-third session, including tbecisions, was established by the
Chairman and the Vice-Chairman with the assistasfcthe secretariat for submission to the
Inland Transport Committee.
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PROGRAMME OF WORK FOR 2010-2014

PROGRAMME ACTIVITY 02.5: RAIL TRANSPORT

02.5.1 Rail transport infrastructure Priority: 1

l. Review of the situation concerning the impletagion and possible amendments to the
European Agreement on Main International Railwayelsi

Description Examine the possibilities of improving intermatal railway lines and reflecting
them in the European Agreement on Main Internati®aaway Lines (AGC).

Work to be undertakenThe Working Party on Rail Transport will carrytdhe
following activities:

CONTINUING ACTIVITIES

(@) Consideration of the AGC Agreement with a vidw possibly:
implementing and, whenever feasible, improving txisstandards and
operational parameters; also taking into accoum east-west traffic
flows; raising environmental, energy and safetyndtaids; taking into
account the UNECE Conventions on the Environment.

Output expected Occasionalrepors on amendments of the AGC
network. Priority: |

(b) Review the coherence between the AGC paramatatsnfrastructure
standards established by competent authoritiebefEuropean Union
(EV) and consider the feasibility of harmonizingnh over the longer
term.

Output expectedA report on the coherence of the AGC and EU rall
infrastructure standards. (2010) Priority: 2

Il. Studies in Railway Infrastructure

@) Description Study of the railway investment projects atieir
management.

Work to be undertakenThe Working Party will carry out the following
activities:

Consideration of railway infrastructure investmeand financing
techniques, especially (Public Private PartnersRRP models.
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Output expectedReport on investment in rail infrastructure andway
rolling stock in member countries. (2011) Priority: 2

(b) Periodic review of railway reforms in the UNEGEgion, aiming to
optimize the provision and use of rail infrastruetu

Output expectedReports on the progress of railway reforms in the
UNECE region. (2011, 2014) Priority: 1

(c) Consideration of guestions concerning secuntynternational railway
transport.

Output expectedReview of the current situation and prospectstiier
development of new recommendations. (2010) Prioiy

(d) Consideration of developments regarding neviwesi initiatives on
Euro-Asian transport links.

Output expectedReport on the current and new initiatives. (2011) Priority: 2

ACTIVITIESOF ALIMITED DURATION

(e) Periodically survey passenger and goods trafiithe AGC network in
order to provide support for transport planning ttextsurvey is to be
based on data for 2010.

Output expectedrail census 201¢2013) Priority 2

) Consideration of other subjects as need arises.

Output expectedReport on each subject.

M. Special project: Trans-European Railway

Description Within the framework of the UNECE, the Trans-Euean Railway (TER) countries
have established an appropriate administrative famahcial framework, with the aim of
developing a rail network as part of an integrdiedopean international rail system.

Work to be undertaken

(@) Report on specific project developments to mieninternational rail traffic.
(Continuing)

Output expectedAnnual progress report on activities carried within
the TER project. Priority: 1

(b) Consideration of possible utilization of thesults achieved under the
project in other UNECE activities in the field oilr infrastructure,
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including the implementation of AGC and the Eurapégreement on
Important International Combined Transport Linesd afRelated
Installations (AGTC) in order to benefit from mutuexperiences.
(Continuing) Priority: 2

Output expectedAnnual progress report.

V. Interregional Cooperation

Description Cooperation with other regional commissions amernational bodies involved in
the development of interregional links.

Work to be undertakemhe Working Party will be kept informed of exclyes
of information between the secretariats of theaegi commissions and other
international bodies in order to benefit from expeces gained in other regions

of the world. (Continuing) Priority: 3
02.5.2 Harmonization of reguirements concerning international railway

transport including rail safety, security and facilitation of its oper ations Priority: 1
Description

(@) Simplification and harmonization of adminisivat formalities,
particularly for documents and procedures at bocdessing.

(b) Harmonization of standardized requirements eamag the utilization
of railway infrastructure.

(c) Elaboration of proposals and preparation ofdiss aimed at
strengthening, consolidating and extending thetjwosbf rail transport
on international transport markets.

(d) Analysis of problems relating to the harmon@matand improvement of
rail safetyand security.

(e) Consideration of prospects for the adoption legal regulations
applicable to the contract for the transport of dpand passengers by
rail so as to establish a standard legal systemm(@wzation of the
SMGS/SMP$ and CIM/CIV? systems).

! Contract for International Goods Transport by RBMGS), Contract for International Passenger
Transport by Rail (SMPS).

2 Contract for International Carriage of Goods byl RalM), Contract for International Carriage of
Passengers and Luggage by Rail (CIV).
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Work to be undertakermhe Working Party on Rail Transport will carrytabe

following activities:

CONTINUING ACTIVITIES

(@)

(b)

(c)

(d)

Consideration of specific difficulties encowei at border crossings in
the transport of passengers and goods by rail avittew to accelerating
border crossing operations and establishing a progre to deal with

problems common to several routes.

Output expectedAnnual report on the progress of the CIM/SMGS

project of the International Rail Transport Comestt(CIT) and the
Organization for Cooperation between Railways (O$SJ&ming to

improve the crossing of borders in internationdltraffic. Priority: 1

Consideration of follow-up of the implementatiof recommendations

and preparation of new texts or amendments to iegistexts, if

necessary, especially concerning the facilitatibbarder crossing with

the aim to improve international rail traffic. Erity: 1

Review of requirements concerning railway ofieres and regulations,
reduction of transport time and improvement in theecision of
movements in the international carriage of goodsw noperative
developments in rail transport, the integrationsefvices of different
railways. Priority: 2

Analysis of government policies concerning fety and securityo
contribute to an improvement of safety and secuntyinternational
transport.

Output expectedReport on safety and securiyd implementation of
risk assessment techniques in rail transport inRNECE region. (2011)  Priority: 1

ACTIVITIESOF ALIMITED DURATION

(e)

Analysis of the various elements of railwpgoductivity growth,in
particular in freightransport.

Output expected Biannual report on the development of railway
productivity in member countries. (2010) Priorit@
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EXPECTED ACCOMPLISHMENT AND INDICATORS OF ACHIEVEMET

Cluster of activity: Rail transport

Expected accomplishment

Better understanding of rail transport operatiomsd golicies in the region, including
infrastructure, border crossing, interoperabilggues, and monitoring and updating of relevant
legal instruments as well as enhanced cooperatibiN&ECE countries in addressing them.

Indicators of achievement

(a) Number of countries, intergovernmental orgaiozres (IGO) and non-
governmental organizations (NGO) participating e tannual meeting of the
Working Party on Rail Transport and level of saitsion as expressed in surveys

Performance measures: Actual performance 2008-200
Target: 2008-2009: 42 b7
Target: 2010-2011: 30

(b) Number of amendments to the AGC Agreement dsaseupdated and amended
lines in its Annex | which the Working Party hag pueffect

Performance measures: Actual performance 2008-200
Target: 2008-2009: 2 0
Target: 2010-2011: 2

(¢)  Number of thematic workshops/seminars orgahaed number of participants

Performance measures: Actual performance 2008-200
Target: 2008-2009: 2 2
Target: 2010-2011: 2

! pParticipants at the sixty-second session of thekiligrParty in November 2008 included 20
UNECE member countries, European Commission, 3 l&i@ks3 NGOs. All respondents to the
guestionnaire distributed during the session agriéed it was well organized, met their
expectations, and provided enough time for present and discussions. For additional
information pertaining to the level of satisfactioof participants, see the report
ECE/TRANS/SC.2/210, paragraph 43.
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POLICY STATEMENT ON PASSENGER ACCESSIBILITY OF RAIBYSTEMS

The demographic trends common to many UNECE casshow a significant increase in the
number of older people in the population in the twryears. There is also a high correlation
between age and disability. This means that a g@pwiumber of actual and potential rail
passengers will have some kind of disability tHétas their mobility. In many countries, older
people will have higher disposable incomes andtgratesires to travel than ever before.

There has been good progress in recent years bpthligcal and practical levels in identifying
the transport needs of disabled and older peoml@rafinding ways to meet those needs. There
is a substantial body of legislation, both genenadl technical, including the United Nations
(UN) Convention on the Rights of Disabled Persons.

However, much remains to be done to implement tleaislation and to monitor its

implementation and the benefits arising from itcliing increases in ridership. The first
priority is to ensure that accessibility is ideetif as a social and economic priority for
Governments. Industry needs to invest to tacklddpacy of old infrastructure and rolling stock.
There is already clear data on the costs of adubfgsibut little exists to quantify the social

benefits of accessibility measures for the largd growing population of disabled and older
people. Without such data optimum solutions arfcdit to realize. The UNECE Working Party
on Transport Statistics is encouraged to exploee phbssibility of collecting this type of

information for UNECE member States with rail sys¢ein close cooperation with the ITF,
Eurostat and national statistical authorities.

There also needs to be a concerted programme sfgathymprovements to the rail rolling stock
and stations but also improvements to key issueb as information and staff training. Such
improvements need to be harmonized between EU aneEb railways so that the goal of
seamless travel can be realized. It should alse&®gnized that design and other improvements
for disabled and older people can bring benefithéotravelling public as a whole.



