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I ntroduction

1. The Sub-Committee will recall that at the™38ession of the UN Sub-Committee of
Experts on the Transport of Dangerous Goods, JO08,2he expert from the United Kingdom
produced UN/SCETDG/35/INF.41 and UN/SCETDG/35/INFidforming the Sub-Committee of a
Test Series 7 Intersessional Working Group (IWGeMej held in the City of Bath on the1@and
18" March 2009. The latter paper identified an iniiat of proposals for further discussion within
UN Sub-Committee of Experts on the Transport of ggaous Goods, and specifically with their
Explosives Working Group.

2. To develop proposals further another Intersessi@orking Group Meeting was hosted
by the United Kingdom’s Ministry of Defence. Attezeb representing France, Romania, Qatar, the
United States of America and the United Kingdomenmeresent. This information paper is a brief
summary of the discussions of the Intersessionakifig Group Meeting.

Summary of Progressto Date

3. Following discussion of informal documents UNEMG/35/INF.41 and
UN/SCETDG/35/INF.42 at the 85session of the UN Sub-Committee of Experts onTt@asport

of Dangerous Goods and agreement in principle ttinat effort should continue, a further IWG
Meeting was held in Bath on the 20 and 21 Octol®€92 The objective of this meeting was to
discuss how proposals made at the June meeting beuhtroduced into the ‘The Manual of Tests
and Criteria’ (ST/SG/AC.10/11/Rev.4). A re-writt&ection 17 of the aforementioned manual was
produced and circulated prior to the meeting tdifate discussions.

Main Topics of discussion
4. The main topics under discussion were:

(@) Procedure for identifying candidates for Diors1.6
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The IWG proposed changes to the procedure for mi@terg candidates for Division 1.6.

It is recognised that there is need to developssessment procedure which considers the
article design and its role in reducing or elimingtthe risk posed by energetic substances
contained therein. The new proposed procedure thseoncept to allow inclusion of
explosives substances which have not met the duEeinemely Insensitive Detonating
Substance (EIDS) requirements. Appropriate contmotdsproposed to insure that articles
remain “extremely insensitive”. Applying the propdsprocedure, in conjunction with any
potentially sensitive explosive components alwagmd present during the articles tests,
and even being specifically targeted in certaialdrishall ensure a negligible probability
of accidental initiation or propagation of a Hazaxdision 1.6 article is maintained.

(b) Changes to the article tests

The IWG reviewed how proposed changes to artigs teould be introduced into Section
17 of ‘The Manual of Tests and Criteria’. Agreemexithin the group was reached on

most of the proposed changes. However, it was resed that further discussion was
needed to agree a position on mode of initiatiothenSeries 7 type (k) Article Stack Test,
and on the test criteria for the type 7 (j) Artidallet Impact Test, and to finalize a

proposed additional type 7 (I) Article Fragment BnpTest. The latter test is to determine
the response of an article in transportation camégon to a localised shock input

representative of a fragment strike typical of gi@duced from a detonating article.

(c) Response definitions

The IWG recognised the need to include a more ldetaet of response levels to aid in the
assessment of the results of UN article tests tyf§g¥ through to 7(l). The proposed
response levels detail the observed or measureteffer response levels detonation,
partial detonation, explosion, deflagration, bugnimnd ‘no reaction’ and will help to
ensure consistency in their assignment. It wasthibiat these descriptors are referred to in
the UN test criteria at various points throughdwe tUN publications, but not defined in
detail.

(d) Proposals for the July Sub- Committee meeting

It was agreed that the chairman of the IWG woulegppre proposals for consideration of
the UNSCOE EWG in June. This would include a preplaset of words for consideration

and a list of consequential amendments shall aés@rbpared to complete the change
process.

(e) A further IWG meeting early in 2010 may be necegsar

Participation at UN Sub-Committee of Experts on the Transport of Dangerous Goods 21st to
30" June 2010.

5.

The United Kingdom chairman of the Intersesdiav@arking group would be present at

the June 2010 session in Geneva as part of thedJKingdom delegation to present the proposals
and to participate in the discussions both in tkplasives working group and in the plenary
meeting.




