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DANGEROUS GOODS AND ON THE GLOBALLY

HARMONIZED SYSTEM OF CLASSIFICATION

AND LABELLING OF CHEMICALS 
Sub-Committee of Experts on the

Transport of Dangerous Goods

Thirty-fifth session 

Geneva, 22-26 June 2009
Item 5 of the provisional agenda
MISCELLANEOUS PROPOSALS OF AMENDMENTS TO THE MODEL REGULATIONS ON THE TRANSPORT OF DANGEROUS GOODS

Definition of Net Explosive Mass
Transmitted by the International Air Transport Association (IATA)
Introduction

1.
The ICAO Technical Instructions currently requires that for Class 1 explosive articles the net mass described on the dangerous goods transport document is the mass of the finished article(s) excluding packagings. This differs from the provisions of the Model Regulations where for Class 1 dangerous goods, the quantity is the net explosive mass.
2.
At the recent ICAO Dangerous Goods Panel Meeting of the Working Group as a Whole (DGP-WG/09) the DGP-WG agreed to a proposal that will require that the consignor include the net explosive mass in addition to the net quantity as currently required. In adopting this change the DGP-WG also agreed to adopt a definition for net explosive mass into the Technical Instructions to clearly define to users of the ICAO Technical Instructions what is intended by the term “net explosive mass”.
3.
The definition of net explosive mass was developed based on research of other regulatory standards as no definition for net explosive mass is provided in the Model Regulations or the Manual of Tests and Criteria.  
4.
However, to ensure that there is no inconsistency with the definition proposed for incorporation into the 2011 – 2012 edition of the ICAO Technical Instructions, and its subsequent application, and the intent and application of “net explosive mass” as it appears in 5.4.1.5.1 Model Regulations, the opinion of the Sub-Committee and/or the Explosives Working Group is sought to confirm the appropriateness of the definition.

Proposal

5.
The Sub-Committee and/or Explosives Working Group is invited to comment on the wording of the definition of net explosive mass provisionally adopted by the ICAO DGP-WG for incorporation into the 2011 – 2012 edition of the ICAO Technical Instructions. The wording of the definition is as follows:

“Net explosive mass (NEM). Also known as net explosive quantity (NEQ) or net explosive weight (NEW) for Class 1 articles is the total mass of the explosive substances contained in the article(s), without the packaging, casings, bullets, etc.”
6.
The Sub-Committee and/or Explosives Working Group is also invited to consider if this definition, or the definition as revised by the Sub-Committee, should be incorporated into Chapter 1.2.1 of the Model Regulations to ensure that the intent and application of net explosive mass is harmonised across the modal regulations.
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