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Article 1.01 – Meaning of certain terms

In these regulations:

A. Types of vessels

(1)
The term “vessel” means any inland waterway craft, including small craft and ferry-boats, as well as floating equipment and seagoing vessels; 

(2)
The term “motorized vessel” means any craft using its own mechanical means of propulsion, except craft whose engines are used only to cover short distances (in harbours or at loading and unloading points) or to make them easier to handle while being towed or pushed;

 (3)
The term “small craft” means any vessel with a hull less than 20 m long,  except vessels built or equipped to tow, push or propel in side-by-side formation vessels other than small craft, craft authorized to carry more than 12 passengers, ferry-boats and push barges;

(4)
The term “floating equipment” means floating structures carrying machinery used for work on waterways or in harbours (dredgers, elevators, derricks, cranes, etc.);

(5)
The term “ferry-boat” means any vessel providing a transport service across a waterway, that is classed as a ferry-boat by the competent authorities. Vessels providing such a service which do not move independently shall in any case be classified as “ferry-boats; 

(6)
The term ‘high-speed vessel’ means a motorized vessel, with the exception of small craft, capable of travelling at a speed greater than 40 km/h in relation to still water, when this is stated in its ship’s certificate; 

(7)
The term “pushed barge” means any vessel designed or specially equipped to be pushed;

(8)
The term “shipborne barge” means a pushed barge designed to be carried on board seagoing vessels and to navigate on inland waterways;

(9)
The term “sailing vessel” means any vessel proceeding under sail only; a vessel proceeding under sail and making use at the same time of its own mechanical means of propulsion shall be considered as a motorized vessel;

(10)
The term “water bike” means any small craft using its own mechanical means of propulsion, which is able to carry one or more persons and built or designed to be used for skiing over the water or performing figures, for example, waterbobs, waterscooters, jetbikes, jetski and other similar craft; 
 

(11)
The term ‘vessel sailing by radar’means any vessel that is using a radar when it is sailing during reduced visibility.

B. Convoys

(1)
The term “convoy” means a towed convoy, a pushed convoy or a side-by-side formation;

(2)
The term “towed convoy” means any group consisting of one or more vessels, floating establishments or assemblies of floating material towed by one or more motorized vessels, the later forming part of the convoy and being known as tugs;

(3)
The term “pushed convoy” means a rigid group of vessels, one at least of which is placed in front of the motorized vessel propelling the convoy and is known as a pusher”. A convoy composed of a pusher and pushed craft coupled so as to permit guided articulation is also considered as rigid;

(4)
The term “side-by-side formation” means a group consisting of vessels coupled side-by-side, none of which is placed in front of the motorized vessel propelling the formation;

 C. Light and sound signals

(1)
The terms “white light”, “red light”, “green light”, “yellow light” and “blue light” mean lights of colours conforming to the provisions of annex 4 to these regulations;

(2)
The terms “strong light”, “bright light” and “ordinary light” mean lights of intensities conforming to the provisions of annex 5 to these regulations;

(3)
The terms ‘scintillating light’ and ‘quick scintillating light’ mean rhythmic lights flashing 50-60 times per minute and 100-120 times per minute;

(4)
The term “short blast” means a blast lasting approximately one second, and the term “long blast” means a blast lasting approximately four seconds, the interval between two consecutive blasts being about one second;

(5)
The term “series of very short blasts” means a series of at least six blasts lasting approximately ¼ second each, separated by intervals of approximately ¼ second;

(6)
The term “three-tone signal” means a signal repeated three times, of three blasts of different pitch with no interval between them lasting about two seconds in all.  The frequency of the blasts shall be within the range 165 to 297 Hertz and the difference between the highest and the lowest blasts shall be at least two full notes.  Each series of three blasts shall begin with the lowest and end with the highest note;

D. Other terms

(1)
The term “floating establishment” means any floating installation that is normally a fixture, e.g. swimming baths, docks, wharves or boat-sheds;

(2)
The term “assembly of floating material” means a raft or any construction, assembly or object capable of navigation, other than a vessel or floating establishment;

 (3)
A vessel, an assembly of floating material or a floating establishment is “stationary” when it is, directly or indirectly, anchored or made fast to the shore;

(4)
A vessel, an assembly of floating material or a floating establishment is “under way” or “proceeding” when it is neither directly nor indirectly at anchor, made fast to the shore or grounded.  For such vessels, floating equipment or floating establishments under way, the term “stop” applies with respect to the land;

(5)
The term “vessel engaged in fishing” means any vessel fishing with nets, lines, trawls or other fishing apparatus that restrict manoeuvrability, but does not apply to a vessel fishing with trolling lines or other fishing apparatus that does not restrict manoeuvrability; (x)
The term “night” means the period between sunset and sunrise;

(6)
The term “day” means the period between sunrise and sunset;

(7)
The term “state of fatigue” means a state occurring as the result of insufficient rest or of sickness, and expressed in deviations from the norm in behaviour and reaction speed;

(8)
The term “state of intoxication” means a state occurring as a result of the use of alcohol, narcotics, medicines or other similar substances and determined from the results of laboratory examination or from clinical symptoms in accordance with national legislation and practice;

 (9)
The term ‘reduced visibility’ means conditions in which visibility is reduced owing to fog, haze, snow, rain or other reasons.

(10)
The term ‘safe speed’ means a speed at which a vessel or a convoy can navigate safely, undertake manoeuvres and stop within the distance required by the prevailing circumstances and conditions.

(11)
The term ‘waterway’ means any water open to public transport with ships;

(12)
The term ‘fairway’ means that part of the waterway that can actually be used by shipping;

(13)
The term ‘left and right banks’ means the sides of the fairway seen from the source to the debouchement; 

 (14)
The term ‘upstream’ means the direction of the sources, down steam means the other way around;

(15)
The term ‘AND’ means the Regulations for the transport of dangerous substances.
� 	Competent authorities may supplement this definition with their interpretation as to the applicability of the term to vessels navigating on particular inland waterways or stretches thereof, for example, when the vessels have to limit their speed.


� 	The competent authority may define a water bike as an assembly of floating material instead of a small craft.





