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Resolution

2009/....
Work of the Committee of Experts on the Transportof Dangerous
Goods and on the Globally Harmonized System of Claffication and
Labelling of Chemicals

The Economic and Social Council,

Recalling its resolutions 1999/65 of 26 October 1999 and720®f 23
July 2007,

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General on the work of
the Committee of Experts on the Transport of DaogerGoods and on the
Globally Harmonized System of Classification andéking of Chemicals
during the biennium 2007-2008,

[A. Work of the Committee regarding the transport of dangerous goods
See document UN/SCETDG/34/INF.74]

B. Work of the Committee regarding the Globally Hamonized System of
Classification and Labelling of Chemicals

Bearing in mind that in paragraph 23 (c) of the Plan of Implemg&ata
of the World Summit on Sustainable Development &hwtesburg Plan of
Implementatior) countries were encouraged to implement the Glgball

1 E/2009/.... [to be completed]

2 Report of the World Summit on Sustainable Development, Johannesburg, South
Africa, 26 August-4 September 2002 (United Nations publication, Sales No.
E.03.1I.A.1 and corrigendum), chap. I, resolutiqra@nex.
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Harmonized System of Classification and LabellifgCinemicals as soon
as possible with a view to having the system folperational by 2008,

Bearing in mind also that the General Assembly, in its resolution
57/253 of 20 December 2002, endorsed the JohanrmgesBlan of
Implementation and requested the Economic and SoCruncil to
implement the provisions of the Plan relevant te mandate and, in
particular, to promote the implementation of Ageritia by strengthening
system-wide coordination,

Noting with satisfaction:

(a) That the United Nations Economic Commission Europe as
well as all United Nations programmes and spea@aliagencies concerned
with chemical safety in the field of transport of the environment, in
particular, the United Nations Environment Programrthe International
Maritime Organization and the International CiviviAtion Organization,
have already taken appropriate steps to amendeoc@rsidering amending
their legal instruments in order to give effectthe Globally Harmonized
System of Classification and Labelling of Chemichéfore the end of the
2008 target date or as soon as possible;

(b) That the International Labour Organization,e tiFood and
Agriculture Organization and the World Health Orgation are also taking
appropriate steps to adapt their existing chensedéty recommendations,
codes and guidelines to the Globally Harmonizedt&ysof Classification
and Labelling of Chemicals, in particular in theas of occupational health
and safety, pesticide management and the preveratrah treatment of
poisoning;

(c) That the Globally Harmonized System of Clasation and
Labelling of Chemicals is already in force in Newafand (since 2001) and
Mauritius (since 2004)

[(d) That a new regulationof the European Parliament and of the
Council implementing the Globally Harmonized SystemClassification
and Labelling of Chemicals in the Member Stateshef European Union
and the European Economic Ardis expected to be adopted before the end
of 2008] [has recently been adopted]; The regutatwl enter into force 20
days after its publication in the Official Journaf the European
Communities];

(c) That Member States participating in the atig of the
Subcommittee of Experts on the Globally Harmoniz&gstem of
Classification and Labelling of Chemicals, are &gl preparing revisions

" Information on implementation of the Globally ifarnized System of Classification and Labelling of
Chemicals by country and through international leiggtruments, recommendations, codes and
guidelines is available on the Economic Commissiofor Europe website at
www.unece.org/trans/danger/publi/ghs/implementagidriml.

* [COM(2007)355: Regulation of the European Parkamand of the Council on classification, labelliagd
packaging of substances and mixtures, and ameiiiegtive 67/548/EEC and Regulation (EC) No 190080

" At present, the following 27 countries are memlodrhe European Union: Austria, Belgium, Bulga@yprus,
Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Fra@eemany, Greece Hungary, Ireland, Italy, Latvidhuania,
Luxembourg, Malta, Poland, Portugal, Romania, St@aSlovenia, Spain, Sweden, Netherlands and thieet)
Kingdom. The candidate countries Croatia and Tuedesady started to implement current EU legishatio

" Iceland, Lietchestein and Norway ;
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of national legislation applicable to chemicals forplementation of the
Globally Harmonized System of Classification andé&ling of Chemicals;

(e) That several United Nations programmes, isfized
agencies and regional organizations, in particula United Nations
Institute for Training and Research, the InternagioLabour Organization,
the World Health Organization, the Economic Comimoissfor Europe,
Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation, Governments, @nganization for the
Economic Cooperation and Development, the Europ@ammission and
non-governmental organizations representing themete industry, have
organized or contributed to multiple workshops, sers and other
capacity-building activities at the internationa¢gional, subregional and
national levels in order to raise administratioealth sector and industry
awareness and to prepare for the implementationth# Globally
Harmonized System of Classification and Labellii@Cbemicals;

Aware that effective implementation will require furtheooperation
between the Subcommittee of Experts on the Glodddymonized System
of Classification and Labelling of Chemicals ane timternational bodies
concerned, continued efforts by the Governmentshef Member States,
cooperation with the industry and other stakehadeand significant
support for capacity-building activities in coumsi with economies in
transition and developing countries,

Recalling the particular significance of the United Natidnstitute for
Training and Research/International Labour OrgaiondOrganization for
Economic Cooperation and Development Global Pastnprfor Capacity-
Building to implement the Globally Harmonized Systef Classification
and Labelling of Chemicals for building capacitesall levels,

1. Commends the Secretary-General for the publication of the
second revised edition of tl& obally Harmonized System of Classification
and Labelling of Chemicals (GHS) in the six official languages of the
United Nations, in book forfnand on CD-ROM, and its availability
together with related information material on thebsite of the secretariat
of the Economic Commission for Europe which progidsecretariat
services to the Committee:

2. Expresses its deep appreciation to the Committee, United Nations
programmes, specialized agencies and other orgamsaconcerned for
their fruitful cooperation and their commitment tfoe implementation of
the Globally Harmonized System of Classificationdahabelling of
Chemicals;

3. Requeststhe Secretary-General:

(a) To circulate the amendmehte the second revised edition of the
Globally Harmonized System of Classification and Labelling of Chemicals
to the Governments of Member States, the specthlamgencies and other
international organizations concerned;

(b) To publish the [third revised editidrjf the Globally Harmonized
System of Classification and Labelling of Chemicals in all the official

® United Nations publication, Sales No. E.07.1I.Btfl corrigenda.
* United Nations publication, Sales No. E/F/S.0N.¥I

® http://www.unece.org/trans/danger/danger.htm

® [ST/SG/AC.10/36/Add.3].

" [ST/SG/AC.10/30/Rev.3].
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languages of the United Nations in the most colgetie manner no later
than the end of 2009 and to make it available onRZDM and on the
website of the secretariat of the Economic Comnaisg$or Europé, which
provides secretariat services to the Committee;

[(c) To continue to provide information on the il@mentation of the
Globally Harmonized System of Classification andékling of Chemicals
available on the website of the secretariat ofEhkenomic Commission for
Europe, which provides secretariat services tabmmittee?]

4. Invites Governments that have not yet done so to take the
necessary steps, through appropriate national guves and/or legislation,
to implement the Globally Harmonized System of Gifasation and
Labelling of Chemicals as soon as possible;

5. Reiterates its invitation to the regional commissions, United
Nations programmes, the specialized agencies ahér obrganizations
concerned to promote the implementation of the @llgbHarmonized
System of Classification and Labelling of Chemicatgl, where relevant, to
amend their respective legal international instroteeaddressing transport
safety, workplace safety, consumer protection o frotection of the
environment so as to give effect to the GloballyrrHanized System of
Classification and Labelling of Chemicals througitls instruments;

6. Invites Governments, the regional commissions, United dvesti
programmes, the specialized agencies and otheniaajéons concerned to
provide feedback to the Subcommittee on the stegdeent for the
implementation of the Globally Harmonized SystemGissification and
Labelling of Chemicals in all the relevant sectats;ough international,
regional or national legal instruments, recommeiotiat codes and
guidelines, including (when applicable) informatiabout the transitional
periods for its implementation;

7. Encourages Governments, the regional commissions, United
Nations programmes, specialized agencies and o#levant international
organizations and non-governmental organizatioms, particular those
representing industry, to strengthen their suppbrthe implementation of
the Globally Harmonized System of Classificationdahabelling of
Chemicals by providing financial contributions amdtechnical assistance
for capacity-building activities in developing cdtias and countries with
economies in transition;

Programme of work of the Committee

Taking note of the programme of work of the Committee for the
biennium 2009-2010 as contained in paragraphs [of. the report of the
Secretary-General,

Noting the relatively poor level of participation of expe from
developing countries and countries with econommesansition in the work
of the Committee and the need to promote their wighaticipation in its
work,

8 Information on implementation of the Globally farnized System of Classification and Labelling of
Chemicals by country and through international leiggtruments, recommendations, codes and
guidelines is available on the Economic Commissiofor Europe website at
www.unece.org/trans/danger/publi/ghs/implementagidriml.

1 E/2009/.... [to be completed]
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1. Decidesto approve the programme of work of the Committee;

2. Sresses the importance of the participation of experts from
developing countries and from countries with ecomsnin transition in the
work of the Committee and, in that regard, callsvoluntary contributions
to facilitate their participation, including throlgsupport for travel and
daily subsistence, and invites Member States anderriational
organizations in a position to do so to contribute;

3. Regquests the Secretary-General to submit a report to the
Economic and Social Council in 2011 on the impletagan of the present
resolution, the recommendations on the transpomdasfgerous goods and
the Globally Harmonized System of Classificationdahabelling of
Chemicals.



