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In submitting this paper the above naned parties wel come the consideration being
given to Intelligent Transport Systens (I TS) by the UNNECE s Inland Transport
Conmmittee and its Worki ng G oups

The potential for ITS to make road systens and the vehicles that use them safer
is considerable, even if the termitself still needs a generally agreed
definition. The preparatory discussions for the proposed ITS Round Table will

hel p define the scope of WP29's work in this crucial area.

The proposed | TS Round Tabl e

We believe that the proposed I TS Round Tabl e has provided a nost hel pful focus
for the consideration of this crucial subject. The Round Table should greatly
assi st in devel oping the understanding of ITS, its potential and its definition
It should provide an inportant opportunity to consider the ways in which ITS
applications can be evaluated and the regulations that will cover their use can
be devel oped and applied. The progress that has been made through the ITS
Informal Group in preparing for the Round Tabl e and towards these objectives has
been significant.

Power ed Two-Wheel ers and I TS

As representatives of the notorcycling community we believe that a nunber of
devel opnments currently grouped under the general heading of ITS, have potenti al
to significantly inprove road safety. Gthers will benefit all road users by

i mprovi ng the managenent of road transport systens.

We accept that many | TS applications will enconpass all categories of vehicles
and, as such, be of benefit to the owners and users of powered two-wheel ed
vehi cles. W& al so recogni se that sonme I TS applications will need specific
devel opment and adaptation to enable themto be utilised by notorcyclists

Not wi t hstanding this we believe that the very nature and dynam cs of powered
two-wheel ers will nmean that they mght not be able to be directly included in a
nunber of |ITS applications. For exanple, notorcycles have small wi dth and nmass,
they | ean when cornering, are single-track vehicles with little space for the
addi tion of additional equipnent.



Recogni ti on of “Non-conpatibility”

It is obvious that this situation will also apply to other types or categories
of vehicles: for exanple vehicles of any category that were manufactured before
future construction and use regulations require the fitting of specific ITS
applications.

We woul d therefore wish to propose that the United Nations’ Economi c and Soci al
Conmi ssi on, through the Inland Transport Conmittee and its appropriate Wrking
Groups, fornmally recognizes that there will be vehicles that are not and will
not be conpatible with certain I TS applications.

The right to access all road systens

The recognition that certain types of vehicles will not be conpatible with sone
| TS applications, requires that the rights of the owners and users of such
vehi cl es be consi dered

Technical regulations for vehicle are, in principle, not applied
retrospectively. It has been accepted that provided a vehicle continues to
comply with the technical requirenents that were in force at the time of its
manufacture, its owner can continue to use it on public roads

It is also a general principle that regul ations applied to one vehicle category
shoul d not result in the owner or user of another category of vehicle being
di sadvant aged.

The parties to this paper therefore request the rel evant United Nations bodies
formally to recogni ze the follow ng principle:

That where a vehicle or a category of vehicles are not conpatible with an
I TS application, it is accepted that the vehicles’ inconpatibility will

not result in its being excluded fromany part of the road systemthat the
vehicle currently uses and that in future would utilize that ITS
appl i cati on.

I n concl usi on

In concluding this paper we believe that if the designers and devel opers of ITS
applications do not consider the needs of non-conpatible vehicles at an early
stage in the devel opnent of the applications, it is very likely that the
consequences and costs of subsequently acconmodati ng non-conpati bl e vehicl es
will be prohibitive.

If, however, the need for ITS applications to be tolerant of non-conpatible
vehi cles, is recognized at the design stage. Then the likelihood of having an
application’s use frustrated by a group of road users refusing to be excl uded,
or alternatively to be utilized at the cost of citizens losing their right to
use their chosen node of transport, will be avoi ded




